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3‘ t’s that time of year again! And what a year it’s been. If the recent
elections haven’t been traumatic enough, we in Florida hosted four
hurricanes, two of which directly affected us on the Space Coast. The good
news is that they are now behind us. Just some food for thought as we di-
gest the umpteenth Thanksgiving turkey sandwich (or soup) while contem-
plating preparing that ham for the upcoming Christmas holiday.

Since Christmas is traditionally a time of giving, I will temporarily set
aside my equally traditional “Bah, Humbug” role and suggest two gift
ideas. Of course, when suggesting such ideas, one must consider the giver
and the recipient. Be assured, I have done both. If you are reading this,
most likely you already belong to this fine organization. Chances are,
someone close to you may also qualify to be a member. My idea: Asa
gift, send that special someone to our (usually) monthly Mensa Admission
Test. Costis $30. If the recipient qualifies, treat him or her to the first
year’s membership. Of course, if you were already considering buying that
special someone a diamond ring, by all means, you should go ahead with
that plan as well.

My second idea involves a gift for yourself. You no doubt will read
our dues will be raised $3 per year effective January 1, 2005. Treat yourself
to next year’s membership at this year’s prices ($49 per year). To do this,
you must renew by December 31. You'll be glad you did.

Now for New Year’s Resolutions. A few ideas here would suffice.
Want to see your name in print? Send me an article, it can be on just about
any topic. Would you like to meet interesting people? Check our calendar
and attend one of our events. Got any ideas? Share them with us (a hint
here...volunteering does wonders to advance an idea).

All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please allow extra time for mailed submissions, which may be typed or
legibly handwritten. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e-mail. They may
be in e-mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be
sent to the Editor, whose contact information appears above.
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Based on Someone Famous

Music TRIvIA: Bill Zigo

[Reprinted from Mid-Mensan, newsletter of Mid-Hudson Mensa, March, 2004; Angela
Tremain, Editor]

he answers to this month’s questions are groups or vocalists whose
names are derived from famous individuals. While the individuals are

famous, some of the acts this time are obscure.

1.

10.

In 1966, Jerry Samuels had a controversial novelty hit called Theyre
Coming To Take Me Away, Ha-Haaa! Under what name did he record the
song?

Siobhan Fahey, formerly of Bananarama, was one-half of the duet who
had a top-5 hit in the US in 1992 called Stay.

This parody punk band from Detroit is most famous for their song
Green Haze, which combined the words of Jimi Hendrix’s Purple Haze to
the lyrics of the TV show Green Acres.

Called a fun combination of Hanson and The Spice Girls, this trio of
British sisters, who had a few minor hits in 1998, named themselves
after a famous Egyptian.

In 1987, this one-hit wonder from England had a top-5 hit in the US
called Heart and Soul. They named themselves after a famous female
Vulcan from the original Star Trek series.

In the mid-1980s, this relatively unknown rock band had three albums,
Jank Mamba AKA, Watching The Film, and Charmed Life.

Her recording name is a phonetic spelling of the name of a Celtic god-
dess.

This little-known rock band from the 1990s had one album called Kung
Pow! Their name is a misspelling of a classic cartoon character com-
bined with a famous man from India.

Gods and goddesses are popular. This Mexican heavy metal band is
named after a Greek god.

This rock band, named after a famous scientist, had a self-titled debut
album in 1996, and a second album in 2002 which was the same title
with the word “Too” appended.

Answers:
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The Alchemist: FIRE ©2004 Al Thomas

will make a bet with you. I'll bet that if you own your own home you
have fire insurance and even “extended coverage”. I win.

Now I want to know if you or any of your friends have ever collected
on that insurance as a result of a fire. Nobody. Really? Then why are you
paying all that money to an insurance company when the odds are so small
you will ever collect? And how many fires ever destroy a complete home?

Let’s suppose you dropped your insurance today and installed a sprin-
kler system to put out any fire that might occur. Each year you could put
away the insurance premium or spend it to up grade your house.

Then you have a fire. Bad news. But because you have that sprinkler
system only one room is damaged. There is loss, but the major portion of
your house is in tact. You can repair the damage as it is a partial loss. Life
goes on.

You won’t do it, huh? You think I'm nuts.

Try this one on for size. You have a nice retirement account. It is what
you plan to use when you quit working? Do you have insurance on it?
What insurance? Suppose all your investments go up in smoke. Remember
2000? I know that can never happen again. And pigs can fly.

Did you know there is a “sprinkler system” to protect your hard-earned
investments? I bet your broker or financial planner never told you about it.
And it is free! Brokers and financial planners don’t like to tell you about it
because it means they will have to work and actually watch your account.
On stocks it is called an Open Stop Loss Order. It is like a sprinkler system
to protect you from loss of your investments and it only is activated on cer-
tain of your stocks when fire breaks out. For your mutual funds you will
have to watch them and sell out in case they start down as they did in year
2000.

This Stop Loss Investment “sprinkler system” will protect you from
losing any more than 10% of any equity. You protect your retirement ac-
count from losing 40, 50, 60% or more of its value as we have seen happen
in the past. If you have a financial planner you can instruct him to do this
once each week and to sell you out in case any position drops by 10%. Get
this in writing. There is no question he will try to talk you out of it, but that
is what you are paying him for. Make him earn it.

The chances of your having a fire are pretty small, but why put all your
money at risk when you can have a free insurance policy?

Copyright 2004 Albert W. Thomas All rights reserved. Author of "If It Doesn't Go Up,
Don't Buy It!" www.mutualfundmagic.com comments to al@mutualfundmagic
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THE LONG ROUTE TO WHITBY ©2004 Ken Thornton-Smith

1 met with Art Belefant at Miyako’s shortly after his return from Whitby. As you
read last month, he was there because Whitby was the home of Dracula. I offered
one day to tell him how pivotal Whitby was in the history of the Western world,
and here, in my own much abbreviated form, it is:

The Long Route to Whitby

%y AD 66, the Jews had had enough of the Romans, and shortly after
the Romans had had quite enough of the Jews. The result was three
important journeys that were to leave their mark on world history.

The Roman yoke on the citizens of Judaea was heavier than ever,
strictly enforced by local yes-men and groveling turncoats. One of these, a
Jew from Tarsus, was on his way to Damascus when he had a change of
heart. As Paul née Saul confusingly changed his name from Saul to Paul
we will take the portmanteau liberty of calling him SPaul for clarity.

Now, you've probably asked yourself what SPaul was doing, wander-
ing several hundred miles across bandit-infested desert to Damascus, in
Syria, deep into another Roman province where he had no authority. And,
by the way, where there were no Jews to oppress, at least none of the ex-
tremist loonies that he was after.

The answer, of course, was that he was going to another, more local,
Damascus. One that we know today by its Arab name: Qumran. This Da-
mascus was only a day’s brisk walk from Jerusalem. Qumran was the seat
of the Essenes, the extreme fundamentalist wing of Judaism, at the time
headed by James the Just, next in line after Jesus, and current darling of the
Machiavellian priesthood.

Yacov, James the Just (or rather, James the Extremely Pious) was
more interested in his spiritual journey than the political aspirations of his
advisers. Instead, he preferred to think that the Messiah had already arrived
in the form of his big brother, whom we call Jesus. SPaul agreed, appoint-
ing himself fan club Webmaster, and rushing off to e-mail the world.

In the circumstances, as is well documented in the Gospels, SPaul’s
version of Jesus' life and message was not surprisingly very different from
James’.

The Three Journeys

The first of these journeys was by Vespasian, heading east to Palestine.
He never did make it, but returned to Rome, where he had more important
things to do, like start a Civil War and become Emperor. But by AD 70, his
son Titus did, invading Judea and triggering the other two journeys.

As the Roman army swept south, destroying Jerusalem, SPaul was
heading west, articulately proselytizing his own version of Jesus. SPaul was
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not to stop until he reached Rome, far beyond the long arm of James. On
this journey SPaul chanced upon and converted members of several Ro-
man cults. By the time he arrived in Rome his upgraded version of Jesus
had mysteriously acquired all the attributes of Tammuz, Castor and Pollux,
Mithra and Apollonius, and Siegfried and Roy, to name but a few.

The Romans continued south, their comprehensive victory culminating
at Masada, which is Hebrew for The Alamo. Their long siege at the hill for-
tress of Masada allowed the third, anonymous, journey to proceed.

This third journey was the longest of all, around the corner into Egypt
and west across North Africa. Then north, hugging the west coast of Portu-
gal, Spain, then France and finally to the west of the British Isles.

This journey, too, was a journey of conversion. But this was a mission
converting people to a different religion from that on the North side of the
Mediterranean. In Egypt and Libya, the remnants of the Essenes preached
an early form of Messianic Judaism. Here they spoke of a different Jesus,
and different teachings, a compassionate theology where good and bad
struggled in some grand cosmic duality. This third, Southern, journey was
to rekindle the fire of the Therapeutae and leave in its wake the Gnostics,
Coptics and countless heresies.

North of the Mediterranean, SPaul’s teachings spread enthusiastically
and laid the foundations for the Greek Orthodox and later other Eastern
and Russian Orthodox churches. And then there was Rome.

From its apparently humble origins as an obscure Judaic cult, Christi-
anity had conquered not only the Mediterranean, but Western Europe as
well. The problem was not so much in the geographical extent of Christian-
ity, but lie in the fact that these were two very different forms of Christian-
1ty.

The North African Christianity moved up the Atlantic seaboard to Ire-
land, across to Scotland and then headed south into England.

The Roman form of Christianity moved North West, conquering
Spain, France, Germany and finally their mission crossed the Channel into
what is now England to convert the heathens.

Only the inhabitants were already Christian.

Now, you would think that they would be pleased to discover that
England was already Christian. But their target market had already been
sold the same product. Worse still, it was a different brand of the same
product, and it’s not easy selling Fords where everyone drives a Chevy.

The Celtic Church, as it has become known, suffered from considera-
bly less doctrine than the Roman Catholic Church, but the differences went
much deeper than that.

‘Where the Roman Church stressed faith, miracles and resurrection, the
Celtic Church appeared more interested in the teachings of Jesus. Some
have naively suggested that Jesus was merely a man in the Celtic Church,
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quite likely in the circumstances.

Very likely, especially considering that Jesus was merely a man to the
adherents of the Roman Church prior to AD 325, when the Council of
Nicea, Constantine's puppet committee, voted for the deification of Jesus.
Oh, and Constantine as well.

Titus had waged war all the way to Jerusalem, dispersing the Early
Church. SPaul had traveled north, turned left to Rome and then by proxy
to the south of England. Some other contingent, fleeing south from the Ro-
mans, had crossed North Africa and sailed to Ireland, then converting Scot-
land and England.

Gradually, the Roman Church converted parts of the south of England
over to its own, catholic, form of Christianity. The north of England re-
mained devoutly Celtic.

And so it was that these two great theologies separated by the same re-
ligion were destined to meet. The Synod of Whitby was called by King
Oswiu of Northumbria in AD 664 to resolve these issues.

There are no extant contemporary accounts, and later religious refer-
ences appear to play down both the differences and the importance of the
occasion, referring instead to political minutiae like the timing of Easter.

But some historians have used secular sources to demonstrate that the
religious differences were indeed very divisive, that the country was on the
verge of war, and that only the threat of vast continental armies to support
the Roman Church settled the matter.

Instead of war, the Celtic Church retreated to Scotland and Ireland
where its isolation and small population guaranteed its eventual extinction.
Scotland and Ireland were slowly and peacefully assimilated into Catholi-
cism, their remoteness again resisting the Protestant revolution that swept
Europe a thousand years later.

Without the Synod of Whitby, the entire British Isles may have re-
mained faithful to the Celtic Church, and the remnants of the British Em-
pire, including America, might today have a very different form of Christi-
anity.

© 2004 Kenneth R Thornton-Smith
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Deb's Qomer

Hi,

From my Corner to yours...

Mery (Clnistmas and Fappy New Year!

See you at the library!
And thank you for visiting my corner,

M-Environment ]

the new international Mensa SIG )

clean air | clean water | clean energy | solar I

power | hybrid cars Il
environmental policy | recycling | food resources ;
ocean resources | fighting pollution ;
M-Environment |

a web-based, international Mensa e-SIG ]

for discussions about our planet and its future }
To join, send a blank e-mail to }
M-Environment-subscribe@yahoogroups.com o"f
For more information, visit our home page at Pt
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/m-environment/ 1
M-Environment SIG |

Sally Edwards, Chair Il

email: A

M_EnvironmentSig@yahoo.com.au

.
S K
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SCAM Masquerade RG Cancellation Joe Smith

Fellow SCAM Members,

gs you may or may not have heard, the SCAM RG 2004, October Mas-
querade had been cancelled due to the damage that the Holiday Inn
Oceanfront had sustained as a result of Hurricanes Frances and Jeanne.

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who had stepped up
to plate to assist in the planning and who had made such a wonderful effort
to put together what was expected to be an event that lived up to the expec-
tations of everyone. Please remember that it is members like you that keep
this group going and I am looking forward to working with you all again in
the future.

As always, if anyone in the general membership has any suggestions or
idea for the group regarding events, activities, parties...etc. you are all wel-
come to attend one of the monthly ExComm meeting and share your ideas
with us. Meeting dates and locations can be found in the calendar or feel
free to call me anytime at (321) 259-4966. I am looking forward to seeing
you all.

Joseph M. Smith
SCAM RG Committee Chairman

MENSA BOUTIQUE JEWELRY SALE
i Q WAS NOW
3344 NEW Mensa logo dangle earrings 14kt Gold, french back $ 95.00|$% 75.00
3345 NEW Mensa logo dangle charm 1/2" 14ktGold___ $ 50.00|$ 40.00
3301 14kt Gold tie tack- 3/8" tall $ 37.00{$ 30.00|
3303 Men'’s 14kt Gold ring $370.00/$299.00|
3305 Women's 14kt Gold ring $290.00($230.00| |
3307 Large 14kt Gold charm/pendant - 3/4" across __$210.00{$170.00|
3320 14kt Gold pierced earrings - 3/8" tall $ 75.00(/$ 60.00
3322 Small 14kt Gold charm/pendant - 5/8". $ 37.00/$ 30.00
3324 Men'’s 14kt Gold/black onyx ring $370.00/$299.00
3325 14kt Gold Owl charm - 3/4" tall $ 42.00($ 35.00
3326 14kt Gold Owl charm- with 14kt Gold 18" necklace _$ 95.00($ 75.00
3327 14kt Gold Owl earrings -Over 1/2" tall $ 75.00($ 60.00
3328 NEW 14kt Gold Men's Life Member ring $395.00/$320.00
3329 Sterling Silver Life Member ring $105.00|$ 85.00
3335 Sterling Silver Turquoise ring $150.00/$120.00
3340 Men's Sterling Silver Onyx ring $105.00/$ 85.00
THIS COUPON CANNOT BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER SALE. DISCOUNT OR SPECIAL OFFER
70 ORDER VISIT OUR WEB PAGE: WWW.MENSABOUTIQUE.COM OR PHONE: 1-800-MENSA4U
VISA w E-MAIL: ZANCA@MENSABOUTIQUE.COM
’;;n-e.\f.sucuummee Pfic?_S_QO_Nﬂl Include: Shipping and Handling  Expires: 12/31/2004 |
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Broward Mensa Presents FLoRanGe 05

Suite Mayhem!

Miemarial Day Weekend May 27-30, 2005

A meélange of speakers, demonsorations, CoMests, ToWrmarrernts, 2m
aucticn, Charlie Steinhice and his Trash Bowd, Rick Friedrmam,
loke-off, paper games, Fundemoniun, lohn Klasen's Treasure
Hure, Wit Tes Shinn Comtest, special activities for Teens and
Tweens, 24 hour Gane and Hospitality Suites, pool, hot tub, all
meals except Saturday MNight on the Town, plus all the old amd
newy friemds youw can sosT into a steamer trunkd

Location: Registration:

Sort Lauderdale, FL %7500 wntil Januwary 31
Sheeraton Suites Cypress Creek F50.00 after January 31

All rooms ame suites. $£37_50 for childrem under 12

$7%.00 per night for 1-4. Make checks payvable no:
st reserve by May 6, 2005 Eroward
Sheraton Suites Cypress Creek Miensa

555 West Cypress Creek Road

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309 .

Phome: B54-452.5849 O S
1-BOL325_3535 !

Azl vo: Darcy Schiller, Registrar
6075 h. Sabal Palm Bhed. #3713
Tarmarac, FL 333192645

M ame
Address
City/States/ Zip
CifficenPositian
Mame on Badge
Ermail address

WWant more information?
Contact RG Chair Robin Fhea irobinrseadbellscuth. et}
954-575- 1639

Reminders

Calendar Deadline is the 8th of the month preceding publication.

Newsletter Deadline is the 10th of the month preceding publication.

Visit the new SCAM Website:
http:/ /spacecoastareamensa.org
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KAT CALLS Katherine Cochrane

ecember already! This year has flown, and now it's time to renew

Mensa memberships, among other things. The American Mensa web-
site now offers members a way to renew online. See http://www.us.
mensa.org and log into the members area.

One of the major reasons given by many Ms for why they are
active in Mensa activities is to have conversations with other intelligent
people. Our website is transforming itself (with a little help from the web-
master, of course!) into a venue for such conversations.

By the time you read this newsletter, our new blog (short for
"web log") will be online, with a comments feature where anyone can add
their $0.02 to the discussion. IfI can get it to work, it will also be possible
for members to initiate discussions by sending an email to the blog. The
address for this will be <blog@spacecoastareamensa.org>. Keep this ad-
dress handy, and watch the blog for an announcement about its activation.
We will not publish the address online, to prevent spammers and trolls
from filling up our blog with unauthorized postings.

December and the year's end are busy times for most people, and
in light of the holiday season the SCAM calendar is not as full as usual.
Please note that several activities that normally occur at least monthly are
not scheduled this month. One of the non-events is the ExComm meeting,
which usually occurs during the early days of each month. Watch the
online calendar for any changes to this and other activities, since it is up-
dated more often than is possible for a printed newsletter.

Still on the subject of the calendar, a new feature has been added
to the online calendar page. Now we offer a printable monthly calendar for
you to download that has space for writing in your personal appointments
as well as showing local Mensa events. See http://spacecoastareamensa.
org/cal for details and the PDF file.

As well as adding a blog, the website continues to grow in other
ways. Thanks to Helen Lee Moore and Karen Freiberg, who have contrib-
uted material to incorporate in various sections of the site. I will try to get
those online soon, and will post a notice in the blog when they area avail-
able. Helen's contribution consists of historical and organizational informa-
tion, while Karen provides a page for the Activities section with local rules
for the ever-popular "Hand and Foot" game, played each week during C.A.
B.A.G.E. North gatherings.

Happy holidays to all! See you next year.

Space Coast Area Mensa
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BOY AM I OLD! Paul Victor

[Reprinted from L.A. Mentary, newsletter of Greater Los Angeles Area Mensa, January,
2004, Arvin Tseng, Editor]

@ne of my grandchildren asked me the other day, ““What was your fa-
vorite fast food when you were growing up in Germany?” “There was
no fast food when I was growing up,” I informed him. “All the food was
slow.” “C’mon, seriously. Where did you eat?” “It was a place called
‘home’,” I explained. “My mother cooked every day and when we got
home, we sat down together at the dining room table, and if I didn’t like
what she had cooked I was allowed to sit there until I liked it.” By this
time, the kid was laughing so hard I was afraid he was going to suffer seri-
ous internal damage, so I didn’t tell him the part about how I had to have
permission to leave the table. But here are some other things I would have
told him about my early childhood, if I had figured that his system could
have handled it:

Most parents did not own their house, wore only Levis, never set foot
on a golf course, never traveled out of the country and there were no credit
cards. In their later years they had something called a revolving
charge card. But that card was good only at Sears Roebuck. There is no
Roebuck anymore. I think he died.

My parents never drove me to soccer practice. This was mostly because
we never had heard of soccer. We didn’t have a television in our house be-
cause... it had not yet been invented. All newspapers were delivered by
boys and all boys delivered newspapers. I did too, six days a week. It cost 7
German pennies, of which I got to keep 2. I had to get up at 4 am every
day. I also had to collect the money from the customers. I liked those cus-
tomers best who told me to keep the change.

In my grandfather’s days all there were was horses and carriages. He
too had those. He knew how to get the horse to walk, but he had a problem
steering it. A neighbor once asked him “Where are you going, Simon?”
And he answered, “Ask the horse!” When my dad cleaned out my grand-
mother’s house (after she had died) he brought me an old bottle with a
bunch of holes in the top. I thought someone had tried to make a salt
shaker out of it. But it actually was the bottle that would sit on the end of
an ironing board to “sprinkle” clothes with because there were no steam
irons yet.

Boy, am I old!
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