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The Tenth Story

Elissa Rudolph, RVC 10

Now that we’re past hurricane season and election season—did our state
get battered, or what?—it’s time to start thinking about renewing your
Mensa membership early. You can renew at the current amount, $49, until
December 31. Then dues increase to $52 on January 1, 2005. You can renew online at http://www.us.mensa.org/, click on “renew now.” How
easy is that?
Over the next few months the Mensa website will be implemented with
new features, some of which will be an online directory, threaded discussions, and personalized “My Mensa” pages. You’ll need your member
number and your password or PIN to access current services and new features after December 31. Visit the AML website or contact webservices@amercianmensa.org or call 817.607.0060, ext. 119 if you have not
already received your PIN. You want to stay in touch with all things
Mensa, don’t you?
Meanwhile mark your calendar for these gatherings coming up. Hope
to see you in Orlando at the AMC meeting! Have a wonderful December.
Coming:
Smarti Gras 2005, Jan. 28-30, Central Florida Mensa’s longrunning RG, www.cfm.us.mensa.org/rg05.htm for info.
ValenTime, Feb. 11-13, Northwest Florida’s RG on the white
sand beaches of the Panhandle, www.nwflorida.us.mensa.org/valentime.
html for info.
Colloquium 2005, Earth in Mind: Fueling the Future,: March 4-6,
2005, Tucson, AZ, www.colloquium.us.mensa.org
MindGames, April 15-17, hosted by our very own Tampa Bay
Mensa, Double Tree Hotel-Tampa Westshore Airport. Registration is $65
to 4/1. Send registrations to MindGames 2005, 1229 Corporate Drive W,
Arlington, TX 76006-6103.
FloRanGe ’05-Suite Mayhem, Broward Mensa’s RG over Memorial Day weekend, May 27-30, Tampa Bay Mensa’s traditional spot on the
calendar. Since that group is doing MindGames, Broward Mensa is hosting
the 3-day RG in Fort Lauderdale. Can’t miss a chance to party! Contact
Robin Rhea, 954.575.1639, robinrhea@bellsouth.net for information.
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Mike Moakley, SCAM Editor

I

t’s that time of year again! And what a year it’s been. If the recent
elections haven’t been traumatic enough, we in Florida hosted four
hurricanes, two of which directly affected us on the Space Coast. The good
news is that they are now behind us. Just some food for thought as we digest the umpteenth Thanksgiving turkey sandwich (or soup) while contemplating preparing that ham for the upcoming Christmas holiday.
Since Christmas is traditionally a time of giving, I will temporarily set
aside my equally traditional “Bah, Humbug” role and suggest two gift
ideas. Of course, when suggesting such ideas, one must consider the giver
and the recipient. Be assured, I have done both. If you are reading this,
most likely you already belong to this fine organization. Chances are,
someone close to you may also qualify to be a member. My idea: As a
gift, send that special someone to our (usually) monthly Mensa Admission
Test. Cost is $30. If the recipient qualifies, treat him or her to the first
year’s membership. Of course, if you were already considering buying that
special someone a diamond ring, by all means, you should go ahead with
that plan as well.
My second idea involves a gift for yourself. You no doubt will read
our dues will be raised $3 per year effective January 1, 2005. Treat yourself
to next year’s membership at this year’s prices ($49 per year). To do this,
you must renew by December 31. You’ll be glad you did.
Now for New Year’s Resolutions. A few ideas here would suffice.
Want to see your name in print? Send me an article, it can be on just about
any topic. Would you like to meet interesting people? Check our calendar
and attend one of our events. Got any ideas? Share them with us (a hint
here...volunteering does wonders to advance an idea).
All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please allow extra time for mailed submissions, which may be typed or
legibly handwritten. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e-mail. They may
be in e-mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be
sent to the Editor, whose contact information appears above.
Space Coast Area Mensa
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MUSIC TRIVIA:
Based on Someone Famous

Bill Zigo

[Reprinted from Mid-Mensan, newsletter of Mid-Hudson Mensa, March, 2004; Angela
Tremain, Editor]

T

he answers to this month’s questions are groups or vocalists whose
names are derived from famous individuals. While the individuals are
famous, some of the acts this time are obscure.
1. In 1966, Jerry Samuels had a controversial novelty hit called They’re
Coming To Take Me Away, Ha-Haaa! Under what name did he record the
song?
2. Siobhan Fahey, formerly of Bananarama, was one-half of the duet who
had a top-5 hit in the US in 1992 called Stay.
3. This parody punk band from Detroit is most famous for their song
Green Haze, which combined the words of Jimi Hendrix’s Purple Haze to
the lyrics of the TV show Green Acres.
4. Called a fun combination of Hanson and The Spice Girls, this trio of
British sisters, who had a few minor hits in 1998, named themselves
after a famous Egyptian.
5. In 1987, this one-hit wonder from England had a top-5 hit in the US
called Heart and Soul. They named themselves after a famous female
Vulcan from the original Star Trek series.
6. In the mid-1980s, this relatively unknown rock band had three albums,
Jank Mamba AKA, Watching The Film, and Charmed Life.
7. Her recording name is a phonetic spelling of the name of a Celtic goddess.
8. This little-known rock band from the 1990s had one album called Kung
Pow! Their name is a misspelling of a classic cartoon character combined with a famous man from India.
9. Gods and goddesses are popular. This Mexican heavy metal band is
named after a Greek god.
10. This rock band, named after a famous scientist, had a self-titled debut
album in 1996, and a second album in 2002 which was the same title
with the word “Too” appended.
Answers:
6. The Flaming Mussolini’s
7. Enya (the goddess’ name is Eithne,
pronounced the same)
8. Bullwinkel Gandhi
9. Zeus
10. Einstein
Space Coast Area Mensa

30 days. One mission every three weeks was the average.
The X-15 provided valuable information regarding both the heat generated by friction at hypersonic speeds and the nature of fluid flow in that
realm. These discoveries played a critical role in the design of the Space
Shuttle orbiter. The aerospace medical community gained insight into the
physiology of spaceflight, and the methods of protecting humans from the
inherent hazards of space travel and reentry operations. The X-15 also accomplished experiments in astronomy and micrometeorite collection.
These achievements in engineering and science incurred some risk, as
might be expected in such an advanced program. Pilot Jack McKay survived a landing gear collapse in November 1962, but he sustained injuries
that shortened his life. A crash in November 1968 claimed the life of Pilot
Michael Adams.
The X-15 was considered as the prototype for a reusable, crewed vehicle, to be launched atop a conventional expendable rocket. Interestingly,
NASA did not pursue this mode for space flight, opting instead for the expendable capsule concept for the Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo programs,
and then switching to a quasi-reusable two-stage vehicle for the Space Shuttle.
One cannot help but note that the mission profile of Space Ship One
bears a striking resemblance to that pioneered by the X-15.
Whether Space Ship One represents a revolution in space technology,
or it is just an evolutionary curiosity, remains to be seen. Burt Rutan, Paul
Allen, and Richard Branson have each built their formidable reputations by
disproving the nay-sayers. We can only salute their triumph and wish
them every success.
As the saying goes, Ad Astra per Aspera, “To the stars by overcoming
difficulties.” Many of the difficulties were first surmounted by the people
of the X-15 program.
Sources:
Encyclopedia Astronautica, www.astronautix.com.
Glenn H. Damon, “Rocket Fuels,” Marks Standard Handbook for Mechanical
Engineers, (7th edition).
NASA Headquarters, www.hq.nasa.gov/office/pao/History/x15/cover.
html

1. Napoleon XIV
2. Shakespeare’s Sister
3. Elvis Hitler
4. Cleopatra
5. T’Pau
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A View...from Somewhere Else

“AD ASTRA…”

©2004 Hank Rhodes

T

he recent success of Space Ship One in claiming the $10 million XPrize brings to mind one of the early triumphs of the U.S. space program from 40 years ago. A partnership of NASA, the U.S. Air Force, the
U.S. Navy, and North American Aviation (which was later absorbed into
Rockwell) developed a piloted, reusable, rocket-powered craft that was
launched in the upper atmosphere and on several occasions, exceeded an
altitude of 100 kilometers (62 miles), which is generally regarded as the
threshold of space.
This pioneering spacecraft was known as the X-15.
Between June 1959 and October 1968, three nearly identical X-15 vehicles conducted a total of 199 missions. For comparison, Mercury MR-3 carried Astronaut Alan Shepard aloft in May 1961, and the first manned mission of its program, Apollo 7 (Astronauts Wally Schirra, Donn Eisle, Walter
Cunningham), returned to earth two days before the X-15’s final mission.
The X-15’s mission profile began beneath the wing of a B-52. At an
altitude of approximately 45000 feet (13.7 kilometers), the vehicle was released, and the pilot fired the rocket engine. The thrusted portion of the
flight lasted for only two minutes or less. For the reminder of the mission,
the vehicle was unpowered, and the pilot returned to base in a high-speed
glide. A typical mission lasted less than 15 minutes. All X-15 flights occurred at Edwards AFB in California.
The basic X-15 design was approximately 50 feet (15.3 meters) in
length, with a 22-foot (6.7-meter) wing span, and a vertical tail structure
that originally spanned 13 feet (4 meters). The vehicle was powered by the
XLR-99 rocket engine which burned a mixture of ammonia and liquid oxygen. The X-15 was the only practical rocket to use ammonia as a fuel. The
rudder and elevons on the tail controlled the vehicle in the atmosphere.
During the exoatmospheric phase of the mission, control was accomplished by hydrogen peroxide thrusters in the nose and wings. The threepoint landing gear was comprised of a non-steerable nose wheel and skids.
Twelve men served as pilots in the X-15 program. They included Neil
Armstrong, and Joe Engle, who commanded several of the early Space
Shuttle missions. Most of the pilots were affiliated with NASA or the Air
Force, but the Navy was also represented in their ranks.
During Flight 90, on July 19, 1963, the X-15 first exceeded an altitude
of 100 kilometers. This milestone was reached again the following month.
In October 1967, the X-15 achieved a speed of Mach 6.7. On several occasions, X-15 missions were conducted on successive days, and during a busy
period in the course of the program, six missions were accomplished within

The Alchemist:

FIRE

©2004 Al Thomas

I

will make a bet with you. I’ll bet that if you own your own home you
have fire insurance and even “extended coverage”. I win.
Now I want to know if you or any of your friends have ever collected
on that insurance as a result of a fire. Nobody. Really? Then why are you
paying all that money to an insurance company when the odds are so small
you will ever collect? And how many fires ever destroy a complete home?
Let’s suppose you dropped your insurance today and installed a sprinkler system to put out any fire that might occur. Each year you could put
away the insurance premium or spend it to up grade your house.
Then you have a fire. Bad news. But because you have that sprinkler
system only one room is damaged. There is loss, but the major portion of
your house is in tact. You can repair the damage as it is a partial loss. Life
goes on.
You won’t do it, huh? You think I’m nuts.
Try this one on for size. You have a nice retirement account. It is what
you plan to use when you quit working? Do you have insurance on it?
What insurance? Suppose all your investments go up in smoke. Remember
2000? I know that can never happen again. And pigs can fly.
Did you know there is a “sprinkler system” to protect your hard-earned
investments? I bet your broker or financial planner never told you about it.
And it is free! Brokers and financial planners don’t like to tell you about it
because it means they will have to work and actually watch your account.
On stocks it is called an Open Stop Loss Order. It is like a sprinkler system
to protect you from loss of your investments and it only is activated on certain of your stocks when fire breaks out. For your mutual funds you will
have to watch them and sell out in case they start down as they did in year
2000.
This Stop Loss Investment “sprinkler system” will protect you from
losing any more than 10% of any equity. You protect your retirement account from losing 40, 50, 60% or more of its value as we have seen happen
in the past. If you have a financial planner you can instruct him to do this
once each week and to sell you out in case any position drops by 10%. Get
this in writing. There is no question he will try to talk you out of it, but that
is what you are paying him for. Make him earn it.
The chances of your having a fire are pretty small, but why put all your
money at risk when you can have a free insurance policy?
Copyright 2004 Albert W. Thomas All rights reserved. Author of "If It Doesn't Go Up,
Don't Buy It!" www.mutualfundmagic.com comments to al@mutualfundmagic

(Continued on page 25)
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THE LONG ROUTE TO WHITBY

©2004 Ken Thornton-Smith

I met with Art Belefant at Miyako’s shortly after his return from Whitby. As you
read last month, he was there because Whitby was the home of Dracula. I offered
one day to tell him how pivotal Whitby was in the history of the Western world,
and here, in my own much abbreviated form, it is:
The Long Route to Whitby
66, the Jews had had enough of the Romans, and shortly after
BytheADRomans
had had quite enough of the Jews. The result was three

important journeys that were to leave their mark on world history.
The Roman yoke on the citizens of Judaea was heavier than ever,
strictly enforced by local yes-men and groveling turncoats. One of these, a
Jew from Tarsus, was on his way to Damascus when he had a change of
heart. As Paul née Saul confusingly changed his name from Saul to Paul
we will take the portmanteau liberty of calling him SPaul for clarity.
Now, you've probably asked yourself what SPaul was doing, wandering several hundred miles across bandit-infested desert to Damascus, in
Syria, deep into another Roman province where he had no authority. And,
by the way, where there were no Jews to oppress, at least none of the extremist loonies that he was after.
The answer, of course, was that he was going to another, more local,
Damascus. One that we know today by its Arab name: Qumran. This Damascus was only a day’s brisk walk from Jerusalem. Qumran was the seat
of the Essenes, the extreme fundamentalist wing of Judaism, at the time
headed by James the Just, next in line after Jesus, and current darling of the
Machiavellian priesthood.
Yacov, James the Just (or rather, James the Extremely Pious) was
more interested in his spiritual journey than the political aspirations of his
advisers. Instead, he preferred to think that the Messiah had already arrived
in the form of his big brother, whom we call Jesus. SPaul agreed, appointing himself fan club Webmaster, and rushing off to e-mail the world.
In the circumstances, as is well documented in the Gospels, SPaul’s
version of Jesus' life and message was not surprisingly very different from
James’.
The Three Journeys
The first of these journeys was by Vespasian, heading east to Palestine.
He never did make it, but returned to Rome, where he had more important
things to do, like start a Civil War and become Emperor. But by AD 70, his
son Titus did, invading Judea and triggering the other two journeys.
As the Roman army swept south, destroying Jerusalem, SPaul was
heading west, articulately proselytizing his own version of Jesus. SPaul was
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products, no matter what dangers they may pose. For example,
let’s keep telling obese people that their condition is solely because
of their “wrong choices” brought on by “character weakness”-then
do nothing to help them-unless they’re rich Republican donors.
But why stop there? Let’s do away with product liability altogether; “Let the buyer beware”. After all, everything is a “choice”.
One should know better...right?
That is only the beginning. Although we would vehement deny this, our
society has already taught us self-indulgence as its main “family value”.
We are also taught that if we are not willing to fight a war we must be either pansies or traitors. So the foundation is already laid. With this foundation and Bush’s stated second term agenda, we can now shorten the lives
of our fellow Americans to under 62 with impunity.
Here, “thinking
outside the box” could mean more of us inside the box. Then we can say,
“mission accomplished”, plenty of Social Security for the reduced number
of survivors. In the immortal words of Biff Tannen in Back to the Future,
Part II, “All I’ve gotta say is...God bless America!”
I have here but one question: When the majority among us voted to
return Bush to office, did we intend to buy into this agenda?
Four more years? God help America.
Source:
“Bush Lays Out Vision for U.S.”, Orlando Sentinel, Nov. 5, 2004, Page A1.

Hey!
Yeah, you. I’m talking to you.
Want to save some money?
Renew your Mensa membership before the end
of December and get next year for $49.00.

Wait till January 1st and it’ll cost you

52 bucks.
Save $3.00 -- Renew now!
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cal practitioners”. The two most common ways to accomplish this are to
cap legal fees or to limit “non-economic damages” awarded in a lawsuit.
The goal of both methods is to discourage lawyers from going into this field
of practice by assuring such suits will most likely be unprofitable. The end
result will be that incompetent or unethical doctors will no longer be held
accountable for the consequences of their screw-ups so long as the patient is
from the poor or working class (this would be most of us). It is also interesting to note that our Republican legislators are already scrambling to ensure that no one will be able to sue fast-food establishments for marketing
food that exposes their customers to a host of life-threatening health risks
related to obesity.
We can also add to the equation the fact that more Americans have no
health coverage at all (about 45 million), a number that will most likely increase. If the first four years are an indication, more Americans, even those
with some coverage, will have to choose between basic living expenses and
medical care. America is said to have the best health care in the world, but
the care available to most Americans is getting progressively worse. While
Bush did not begin this trend, it appears he’s done his best to make a tragic
situation worse, offering only “market-based” solutions. It’s a fair bet that
he will “stay the course” on this one, too.
Since Social Security is at the top of the president’s domestic agenda,
let’s revisit it once again. After reflecting on the current trends, I do believe
there just may be a plan to make Social Security more solvent. One needs
only to “think outside the box”. Since we are not going to raise taxes yet
we will be allowing younger workers to divert some of their funds, it is fair
to say that the projected shortfall will not be resolved by increasing revenues. What’s left, then, is we must reduce the money paid out to recipients. In general, there are two ways to accomplish this: Either pay less to
each recipient or pay fewer recipients. Since during the campaigns, both
candidates vowed NOT to cut Social Security payments, it must be the latter.
The plan, then, is to reduce the number of recipients drawing Social
Security. This means more have to die before becoming eligible for benefits. How to do this?
• “Stay the course” in the War on Terror. Bush has already confirmed he will do just that. Surely, more American soldiers will be
killed before they reach age 62. Moreover, employees of Halliburton, et. al. will risk meeting a violent end as our fearless leader continues to meddle in the Muslim world. Future terrorist attacks will
also take their toll. After all, the 9/11 attack assured that about
3,000 people will never collect Social Security.
• Continue to push the “liability reform” agenda. Victims of malpractice resulting in death will not be collecting their benefits.
While we’re at it, let’s continue to ensure that no company ever be
held liable for the health risks incurred by the marketing of their
22
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not to stop until he reached Rome, far beyond the long arm of James. On
this journey SPaul chanced upon and converted members of several Roman cults. By the time he arrived in Rome his upgraded version of Jesus
had mysteriously acquired all the attributes of Tammuz, Castor and Pollux,
Mithra and Apollonius, and Siegfried and Roy, to name but a few.
The Romans continued south, their comprehensive victory culminating
at Masada, which is Hebrew for The Alamo. Their long siege at the hill fortress of Masada allowed the third, anonymous, journey to proceed.
This third journey was the longest of all, around the corner into Egypt
and west across North Africa. Then north, hugging the west coast of Portugal, Spain, then France and finally to the west of the British Isles.
This journey, too, was a journey of conversion. But this was a mission
converting people to a different religion from that on the North side of the
Mediterranean. In Egypt and Libya, the remnants of the Essenes preached
an early form of Messianic Judaism. Here they spoke of a different Jesus,
and different teachings, a compassionate theology where good and bad
struggled in some grand cosmic duality. This third, Southern, journey was
to rekindle the fire of the Therapeutae and leave in its wake the Gnostics,
Coptics and countless heresies.
North of the Mediterranean, SPaul’s teachings spread enthusiastically
and laid the foundations for the Greek Orthodox and later other Eastern
and Russian Orthodox churches. And then there was Rome.
From its apparently humble origins as an obscure Judaic cult, Christianity had conquered not only the Mediterranean, but Western Europe as
well. The problem was not so much in the geographical extent of Christianity, but lie in the fact that these were two very different forms of Christianity.
The North African Christianity moved up the Atlantic seaboard to Ireland, across to Scotland and then headed south into England.
The Roman form of Christianity moved North West, conquering
Spain, France, Germany and finally their mission crossed the Channel into
what is now England to convert the heathens.
Only the inhabitants were already Christian.
Now, you would think that they would be pleased to discover that
England was already Christian. But their target market had already been
sold the same product. Worse still, it was a different brand of the same
product, and it’s not easy selling Fords where everyone drives a Chevy.
The Celtic Church, as it has become known, suffered from considerably less doctrine than the Roman Catholic Church, but the differences went
much deeper than that.
Where the Roman Church stressed faith, miracles and resurrection, the
Celtic Church appeared more interested in the teachings of Jesus. Some
have naively suggested that Jesus was merely a man in the Celtic Church,
Space Coast Area Mensa
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quite likely in the circumstances.
Very likely, especially considering that Jesus was merely a man to the
adherents of the Roman Church prior to AD 325, when the Council of
Nicea, Constantine's puppet committee, voted for the deification of Jesus.
Oh, and Constantine as well.
Titus had waged war all the way to Jerusalem, dispersing the Early
Church. SPaul had traveled north, turned left to Rome and then by proxy
to the south of England. Some other contingent, fleeing south from the Romans, had crossed North Africa and sailed to Ireland, then converting Scotland and England.
Gradually, the Roman Church converted parts of the south of England
over to its own, catholic, form of Christianity. The north of England remained devoutly Celtic.
And so it was that these two great theologies separated by the same religion were destined to meet. The Synod of Whitby was called by King
Oswiu of Northumbria in AD 664 to resolve these issues.
There are no extant contemporary accounts, and later religious references appear to play down both the differences and the importance of the
occasion, referring instead to political minutiae like the timing of Easter.
But some historians have used secular sources to demonstrate that the
religious differences were indeed very divisive, that the country was on the
verge of war, and that only the threat of vast continental armies to support
the Roman Church settled the matter.
Instead of war, the Celtic Church retreated to Scotland and Ireland
where its isolation and small population guaranteed its eventual extinction.
Scotland and Ireland were slowly and peacefully assimilated into Catholicism, their remoteness again resisting the Protestant revolution that swept
Europe a thousand years later.
Without the Synod of Whitby, the entire British Isles may have remained faithful to the Celtic Church, and the remnants of the British Empire, including America, might today have a very different form of Christianity.
© 2004 Kenneth R Thornton-Smith
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From the Village Idiot:

FOUR MORE YEARS:
BUYER’S REMORSE?

Mike Moakley

W

ell, the word is out: for the next four years, in those memorable
words of Booger in Revenge of the Nerds, “We’ve got Bush!” According to our president, “When you win, there is a feeling that the people have
spoken and embrace your point of view…” Perhaps Bush is right. Perhaps
the people have spoken by choosing Bush for four more years. As Bush’s
victory was clear-cut, perhaps the American public has bought into his
agenda. This is further supported by the increase in Republican seats in
both houses of Congress.
What exactly did We The People buy into? According to the Orlando
Sentinel, our president lays out quite a list of priorities for our country. This
installment will look at three of those items.
Foreign Policy: “Bush acknowledged that some of his foreign-policy
initiatives, such as invading Iraq and pushing for political transformation in
the Muslim world, has made him unpopular in some countries. But he indicated no inclination to change course, saying, ‘It’s just not a part of my
thinking.’” What does this mean to us? More wasted lives and money on
what is, at best, an impossible dream. As the Muslim world is not exactly
overjoyed at the prospect of America meddling in its affairs, it would be a
fair guess that, contrary to the Bush Administration’s thinking, we can expect more terrorist attacks on U.S. soil. Perhaps it would be too forward of
me to state what should be obvious to all: 9/11 happened on Bush’s watch.
In the next four years, will we finally capture Osama bin Laden and
bring him to justice? I am inclined to believe we will not. In the three
years that have elapsed since 9/11, we have destroyed two countries, but
are no closer to capturing bin Laden. In the next four years, then, will we
stay the course: Destroy more countries while leaving Osama at large to
scare the pants off the American public? As we can see from the Election
2004 results, fear is a powerful motivator.
Social Security reform: This is on the top of Bush’s domestic agenda.
With the oldest of the Baby Boom generation becoming eligible to draw
Social Security by the end of Bush’s second term, few would dispute the
need for some reforms to keep Social Security solvent. The Bush solution:
allow younger workers to divert part of their Social Security taxes into
“personal accounts” where the worker can invest in the stock market.
For those who do not already know: Social Security is a “pay as you
go” plan. Essentially this means that current retirees draw from funds being paid by current workers. Allowing the younger current workers to divert
part of their funds reduces the money available to us when we retire, despite
assurances that our benefits will not be cut. How will this make the Social
Security system more solvent? Read on, perhaps there is a plan.
Tort Reform: Another domestic item on Bush’s priority list is
“legislation to limit civil-liability lawsuits, especially those involving mediSpace Coast Area Mensa
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They figured they could feed us any old kind of B.S. and we would swallow it whole. Unfortunately for them, and their Anointed One, John Kerry,
it appears we were not fooled by their daily spin attempts.
Walter Cronkite, once called the “Most Trusted Man in America”, five
days before the election on Larry King Live stated that, concerning the
video tape from Osama Bin Laden: “...I'm a little inclined to think that Karl
Rove, the political manager at the White House, who is a very clever man, he
probably set up bin Laden to this thing.”
Mr. Cronkite has now officially joined the ranks of the delusionals who
have propounded ideas such as that Bin Laden was a guest of the President
at his Texas ranch, and those who say that 9/11 was a Bush plot to go to
war for oil. Needless to say, trust in Mr. Cronkite’s words has diminished
somewhat.
Three weeks before the election Ted Koppel and ABC’s Nightline
went to Vietnam to find testimony to support John Kerry. Yet never had
the show or its host so much as interviewed one of the Swift Boat Veterans
or investigated their charges of Kerry’s non-heroic behavior during his service there.
Right up until the election, in an effort to get out the youth vote (which
was presumed would be overwhelmingly for Kerry) the media parroted Democrat Howard Dean and Senator Max Cleland’s (D-GA) speeches at
Brown University and Colorado College that “George Bush is certainly going
to have a draft if he goes into a second term…”. Yet in all the coverage and
commentary about the topic, not once did I ever read, see, or hear any liberal pundit note that the only legislators who had filed for a reinstatement
of the military draft were, Reps. Charles Rangel (D-NY) and John Conyers
(D-MI) in the House, and Sen. Fritz Hollings (D-SC) in the Senate. No
other co-sponsors, no Republican support at all. Yet the media and celebrities continued to try to scare the college kids into believing they would be
forced to serve.
As the results showed, the American public was not quite as simple as
one New York City psychiatrist told the Times we were: “I'm saddened by
what I feel is the obtuseness and shortsightedness of a good part of the country the heartland. New Yorkers are more sophisticated”
I was born there, and grew up there. Sophisticated? Perhaps, but most
New Yorkers are too busy with their own lives to be all that concerned
about extraneous, non-personal matters. The pace of living in NYC is phenomenal - New Yorkers are always in a rush. And they also have a tendency to look down on people who live anywhere else. I’m sure glad I’m
no longer “sophisticated”.
Congratulations to all who voted, and congratulations to the 59 million
who chose substance over symbolism.
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From my Corner to yours...

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
See you at the library!
And thank you for visiting my corner,
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the new international Mensa SIG
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For more information, visit our home page at
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Sally Edwards, Chair
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Space Coast Area Mensa

9

SCAM Masquerade RG Cancellation

Joe Smith

A View from the Right

Fellow SCAM Members,

A

s you may or may not have heard, the SCAM RG 2004, October Masquerade had been cancelled due to the damage that the Holiday Inn
Oceanfront had sustained as a result of Hurricanes Frances and Jeanne.
I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who had stepped up
to plate to assist in the planning and who had made such a wonderful effort
to put together what was expected to be an event that lived up to the expectations of everyone. Please remember that it is members like you that keep
this group going and I am looking forward to working with you all again in
the future.
As always, if anyone in the general membership has any suggestions or
idea for the group regarding events, activities, parties…etc. you are all welcome to attend one of the monthly ExComm meeting and share your ideas
with us. Meeting dates and locations can be found in the calendar or feel
free to call me anytime at (321) 259-4966. I am looking forward to seeing
you all.
Joseph M. Smith
SCAM RG Committee Chairman
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THE MEDIA
SPINNING WHEEL

J.T. Moran

(morwood@cfl.rr.com)

W

ell, the election is over, and there were certainly a number of surprises. Along with a whole boxcar full of expected reactions. The
liberal and media warnings of “Republican vote fraud”, minority disenfranchisement, and ballot box failures almost universally failed to occur. Except in the minds of the Radical Left, as represented by MSNBC's Keith Olbermann, who on 11/8 reported that “There is a small but blood curdling
group of reports of voting irregularities and possible fraud -- principally in Ohio
and Florida.”
He noted that, among other things, in Cuyahoga County, Ohio (Better
known as Cleveland) “… 29 different voting precincts showed more votes than
registered voters, to a total of 93,000 extra votes in that county alone…” without bothering to mention that Cuyahoga County went 2-1 for KERRY,
with his margin in that county totaling 218,000! So if there was fraud, who
do you think profited from it?
In Florida he hinted of sinister doings in 5 Florida counties, all heavily
registered Democrat, all won overwhelmingly by President Bush. There he
failed to mention that in 2000 they all went big for Bush, too.
While Olbermann was the loudest media voice trying to spin for the
losers, he was far from the only one. Throughout the Liberal Media and
Hollywood Elite, The victory of G.W. Bush was downplayed and those
who voted for him denigrated.
Jane Smiley, a VERY far-left liberal, wrote in MSN’s SLATE Magazine of “The unteachable ignorance of the red states” referring to the color
used to show what counties and states voted for President Bush. She continued with “The election results reflect the decision of the right wing to cultivate and exploit ignorance in the citizenry. I suppose the good news is that 55
million Americans have evaded the ignorance-inducing machine. But 58 million
have not.” (Actually, 59,459,765 - I wish these “smart” liberals could get it
right once in a while).
Maureen Dowd of the New York Times wrote “The president got reelected by dividing the country along fault lines of fear, intolerance, ignorance
and religious rule.”
Yes, brothers and sisters, it seems that to the “Lunatic Fringe” (my
name for the “Blue States” which mostly surround the conservative core of
our great nation) Liberals, we all are backward and ignorant, incapable of
making any decisions or acting for ourselves… well, come to think of it,
that does seem to reflect the typical liberal mindset that they know what’s
best for us.
However, why should we be surprised about these opinions? After all,
it is how they have been treating the American public throughout the campaign season, but especially in the short weeks preceding Election Day.
Space Coast Area Mensa
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BOY AM I OLD!

Paul Victor

[Reprinted from L.A. Mentary, newsletter of Greater Los Angeles Area Mensa, January,
2004; Arvin Tseng, Editor]

O

ne of my grandchildren asked me the other day, “What was your favorite fast food when you were growing up in Germany?” “There was
no fast food when I was growing up,” I informed him. “All the food was
slow.” “C’mon, seriously. Where did you eat?” “It was a place called
‘home’,” I explained. “My mother cooked every day and when we got
home, we sat down together at the dining room table, and if I didn’t like
what she had cooked I was allowed to sit there until I liked it.” By this
time, the kid was laughing so hard I was afraid he was going to suffer serious internal damage, so I didn’t tell him the part about how I had to have
permission to leave the table. But here are some other things I would have
told him about my early childhood, if I had figured that his system could
have handled it:
Most parents did not own their house, wore only Levis, never set foot
on a golf course, never traveled out of the country and there were no credit
cards. In their later years they had something called a revolving
charge card. But that card was good only at Sears Roebuck. There is no
Roebuck anymore. I think he died.
My parents never drove me to soccer practice. This was mostly because
we never had heard of soccer. We didn’t have a television in our house because… it had not yet been invented. All newspapers were delivered by
boys and all boys delivered newspapers. I did too, six days a week. It cost 7
German pennies, of which I got to keep 2. I had to get up at 4 am every
day. I also had to collect the money from the customers. I liked those customers best who told me to keep the change.
In my grandfather’s days all there were was horses and carriages. He
too had those. He knew how to get the horse to walk, but he had a problem
steering it. A neighbor once asked him “Where are you going, Simon?”
And he answered, “Ask the horse!” When my dad cleaned out my grandmother’s house (after she had died) he brought me an old bottle with a
bunch of holes in the top. I thought someone had tried to make a salt
shaker out of it. But it actually was the bottle that would sit on the end of
an ironing board to “sprinkle” clothes with because there were no steam
irons yet.
Boy, am I old!
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both inherent in the sugarcane plant -- is produced naturally as part of the
process of partially refining white cane sugar by the traditional method,
crystallization.
But brown beet sugar is different. It's made by refining the
sugar all the way to the final white granular stage, removing all the molasses because beet molasses is unfit for human consumption (it's recycled as cattle feed). Then cane molasses is added back onto the sugar
through a process called painting.
Painting coats the granules but does not necessarily penetrate
them -- the molasses can sometimes be rubbed right off. As with white
sugar, these different types of sugars may act differently in the kitchen.
Most manufacturers of sugar will not reveal what type of sugar
is in their product. The ratio of beet and cane sugar in their products may
change from time to time because of market conditions. Consumers
generally don't know what they're getting. Labeling law doesn't require a
cane or beet designation. C & H on the West coast and Domino on the
East Coast are two of the few that do, and these two specify cane.
In my other article on sugar I noted that consumers of CocaCola who prefer the taste of sugar rather than corn syrup in their beverage should obtain it from Mexico. Coca-Cola aficionados who can taste
the difference, know that they can purchase Mexican Coca-Cola in markets that cater to a Mexican clientele. It is legal to import Mexican CocaCola into the United States but the American bottlers do not appreciate
you doing that because it is the Mexican bottlers who make the profit.
There is another local, but seasonal source, for Coca-Cola
made with sugar rather than corn syrup. During the Jewish Passover,
Coca-Cola distributes a “Kosher for Passover” product. This is made
with sugar as Jewish Kosher for Passover law does not allow the eating
of grains or products derived from grains under most conditions and corn
is a grain.

Reminders
Calendar Deadline is the 8th of the month preceding publication.
Newsletter Deadline is the 10th of the month preceding publication.
Visit the new SCAM Website:
http://spacecoastareamensa.org
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The Gourmet’s Guide

T

SUGAR REVISITED

©2004 Art Belefant

he December 2002 issue of The SCAM published an article on
sugar that I had written. For those who would like to review my
comments, the article can be retrieved from the Space Coast Area Mensa
website (http://spacecoastareamensa.org, then select "newsletter").
In that article I discussed various forms of sugar that are generally available at retail. I did not distinguish between cane sugar and beet
sugar believing, as with most consumers, that there was no difference between the two. After the article appeared I was questioned whether there
actually is a difference between the two, several commentators noting
variations in cooking results depending upon which sugar was used.
Apparently no difference is noted in the use of cane or beet
sugar in beverages, hot as in coffee or cold as in sodas. Since then I have
tried to determine what the difference is, if any. This is the result of my
investigations.
Both kinds of sugar are sucrose, a disaccharide composed of
glucose and fructose, but the commercial products are not 100% pure,
only about 99.95 percent. That minuscule 0.05 percent -- made up of
trace amounts of minerals and proteins -- may have an effect in cooking.
Much of the difference in the 0.05 percent comes from the fact that sugar
cane and sugar beets are two dissimilar plants. Sugar beets are a root
(Beta vulgaris); sugar cane is a grass, (Saccharum officinarum), two entirely different species and from which two different parts of the plants
are processed for sugar. That can account for the different mineral profiles and content. Other variations in the final product are the result of
the difference in processing.
Cane was once the dominant sugar in U.S. markets, but within
the last few years beet has taken the lead. Beet now accounts for 55 percent of the 10 million tons of refined sugar consumed in the country each
year. One reason is that beet sugar is generally cheaper to produce. It requires just one refining process at a single plant. Traditional cane refining
demands two processes at two different facilities.
Beets can also thrive in a wider range of climates. The large,
homely root -- not anything like a regular beet -- is cultivated in 12 states;
cane grows in just four. And while total U.S. cane and beet acreage has
declined dramatically over the last few years, cane has dropped most precipitously. Hawaii alone has lost more than 60 percent of its cane fields
over the last five years -- victims of urbanization and conversion to betterpaying crops like macadamia nuts and coffee. The acreage of sugar cane
in southern Florida has also declined, partly because of ecological restoration.
Brown sugar can be a particular problem because of the way
it's made. Brown cane sugar -- a combination of sugar and molasses,
16
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KAT CALLS

Katherine Cochrane

D

ecember already! This year has flown, and now it's time to renew
Mensa memberships, among other things. The American Mensa website now offers members a way to renew online. See http://www.us.
mensa.org and log into the members area.
One of the major reasons given by many Ms for why they are
active in Mensa activities is to have conversations with other intelligent
people. Our website is transforming itself (with a little help from the webmaster, of course!) into a venue for such conversations.
By the time you read this newsletter, our new blog (short for
"web log") will be online, with a comments feature where anyone can add
their $0.02 to the discussion. If I can get it to work, it will also be possible
for members to initiate discussions by sending an email to the blog. The
address for this will be <blog@spacecoastareamensa.org>. Keep this address handy, and watch the blog for an announcement about its activation.
We will not publish the address online, to prevent spammers and trolls
from filling up our blog with unauthorized postings.
December and the year's end are busy times for most people, and
in light of the holiday season the SCAM calendar is not as full as usual.
Please note that several activities that normally occur at least monthly are
not scheduled this month. One of the non-events is the ExComm meeting,
which usually occurs during the early days of each month. Watch the
online calendar for any changes to this and other activities, since it is updated more often than is possible for a printed newsletter.
Still on the subject of the calendar, a new feature has been added
to the online calendar page. Now we offer a printable monthly calendar for
you to download that has space for writing in your personal appointments
as well as showing local Mensa events. See http://spacecoastareamensa.
org/cal for details and the PDF file.
As well as adding a blog, the website continues to grow in other
ways. Thanks to Helen Lee Moore and Karen Freiberg, who have contributed material to incorporate in various sections of the site. I will try to get
those online soon, and will post a notice in the blog when they area available. Helen's contribution consists of historical and organizational information, while Karen provides a page for the Activities section with local rules
for the ever-popular "Hand and Foot" game, played each week during C.A.
B.A.G.E. North gatherings.
Happy holidays to all! See you next year.
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Much of the difference in the 0.05 percent comes from the fact that sugar
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(Beta vulgaris); sugar cane is a grass, (Saccharum officinarum), two entirely different species and from which two different parts of the plants
are processed for sugar. That can account for the different mineral profiles and content. Other variations in the final product are the result of
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Cane was once the dominant sugar in U.S. markets, but within
the last few years beet has taken the lead. Beet now accounts for 55 percent of the 10 million tons of refined sugar consumed in the country each
year. One reason is that beet sugar is generally cheaper to produce. It requires just one refining process at a single plant. Traditional cane refining
demands two processes at two different facilities.
Beets can also thrive in a wider range of climates. The large,
homely root -- not anything like a regular beet -- is cultivated in 12 states;
cane grows in just four. And while total U.S. cane and beet acreage has
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process of partially refining white cane sugar by the traditional method,
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East Coast are two of the few that do, and these two specify cane.
In my other article on sugar I noted that consumers of CocaCola who prefer the taste of sugar rather than corn syrup in their beverage should obtain it from Mexico. Coca-Cola aficionados who can taste
the difference, know that they can purchase Mexican Coca-Cola in markets that cater to a Mexican clientele. It is legal to import Mexican CocaCola into the United States but the American bottlers do not appreciate
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BOY AM I OLD!

Paul Victor

[Reprinted from L.A. Mentary, newsletter of Greater Los Angeles Area Mensa, January,
2004; Arvin Tseng, Editor]

O

ne of my grandchildren asked me the other day, “What was your favorite fast food when you were growing up in Germany?” “There was
no fast food when I was growing up,” I informed him. “All the food was
slow.” “C’mon, seriously. Where did you eat?” “It was a place called
‘home’,” I explained. “My mother cooked every day and when we got
home, we sat down together at the dining room table, and if I didn’t like
what she had cooked I was allowed to sit there until I liked it.” By this
time, the kid was laughing so hard I was afraid he was going to suffer serious internal damage, so I didn’t tell him the part about how I had to have
permission to leave the table. But here are some other things I would have
told him about my early childhood, if I had figured that his system could
have handled it:
Most parents did not own their house, wore only Levis, never set foot
on a golf course, never traveled out of the country and there were no credit
cards. In their later years they had something called a revolving
charge card. But that card was good only at Sears Roebuck. There is no
Roebuck anymore. I think he died.
My parents never drove me to soccer practice. This was mostly because
we never had heard of soccer. We didn’t have a television in our house because… it had not yet been invented. All newspapers were delivered by
boys and all boys delivered newspapers. I did too, six days a week. It cost 7
German pennies, of which I got to keep 2. I had to get up at 4 am every
day. I also had to collect the money from the customers. I liked those customers best who told me to keep the change.
In my grandfather’s days all there were was horses and carriages. He
too had those. He knew how to get the horse to walk, but he had a problem
steering it. A neighbor once asked him “Where are you going, Simon?”
And he answered, “Ask the horse!” When my dad cleaned out my grandmother’s house (after she had died) he brought me an old bottle with a
bunch of holes in the top. I thought someone had tried to make a salt
shaker out of it. But it actually was the bottle that would sit on the end of
an ironing board to “sprinkle” clothes with because there were no steam
irons yet.
Boy, am I old!
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SCAM Masquerade RG Cancellation

Joe Smith

A View from the Right

Fellow SCAM Members,

A

s you may or may not have heard, the SCAM RG 2004, October Masquerade had been cancelled due to the damage that the Holiday Inn
Oceanfront had sustained as a result of Hurricanes Frances and Jeanne.
I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who had stepped up
to plate to assist in the planning and who had made such a wonderful effort
to put together what was expected to be an event that lived up to the expectations of everyone. Please remember that it is members like you that keep
this group going and I am looking forward to working with you all again in
the future.
As always, if anyone in the general membership has any suggestions or
idea for the group regarding events, activities, parties…etc. you are all welcome to attend one of the monthly ExComm meeting and share your ideas
with us. Meeting dates and locations can be found in the calendar or feel
free to call me anytime at (321) 259-4966. I am looking forward to seeing
you all.
Joseph M. Smith
SCAM RG Committee Chairman
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THE MEDIA
SPINNING WHEEL

J.T. Moran

(morwood@cfl.rr.com)

W

ell, the election is over, and there were certainly a number of surprises. Along with a whole boxcar full of expected reactions. The
liberal and media warnings of “Republican vote fraud”, minority disenfranchisement, and ballot box failures almost universally failed to occur. Except in the minds of the Radical Left, as represented by MSNBC's Keith Olbermann, who on 11/8 reported that “There is a small but blood curdling
group of reports of voting irregularities and possible fraud -- principally in Ohio
and Florida.”
He noted that, among other things, in Cuyahoga County, Ohio (Better
known as Cleveland) “… 29 different voting precincts showed more votes than
registered voters, to a total of 93,000 extra votes in that county alone…” without bothering to mention that Cuyahoga County went 2-1 for KERRY,
with his margin in that county totaling 218,000! So if there was fraud, who
do you think profited from it?
In Florida he hinted of sinister doings in 5 Florida counties, all heavily
registered Democrat, all won overwhelmingly by President Bush. There he
failed to mention that in 2000 they all went big for Bush, too.
While Olbermann was the loudest media voice trying to spin for the
losers, he was far from the only one. Throughout the Liberal Media and
Hollywood Elite, The victory of G.W. Bush was downplayed and those
who voted for him denigrated.
Jane Smiley, a VERY far-left liberal, wrote in MSN’s SLATE Magazine of “The unteachable ignorance of the red states” referring to the color
used to show what counties and states voted for President Bush. She continued with “The election results reflect the decision of the right wing to cultivate and exploit ignorance in the citizenry. I suppose the good news is that 55
million Americans have evaded the ignorance-inducing machine. But 58 million
have not.” (Actually, 59,459,765 - I wish these “smart” liberals could get it
right once in a while).
Maureen Dowd of the New York Times wrote “The president got reelected by dividing the country along fault lines of fear, intolerance, ignorance
and religious rule.”
Yes, brothers and sisters, it seems that to the “Lunatic Fringe” (my
name for the “Blue States” which mostly surround the conservative core of
our great nation) Liberals, we all are backward and ignorant, incapable of
making any decisions or acting for ourselves… well, come to think of it,
that does seem to reflect the typical liberal mindset that they know what’s
best for us.
However, why should we be surprised about these opinions? After all,
it is how they have been treating the American public throughout the campaign season, but especially in the short weeks preceding Election Day.
Space Coast Area Mensa
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They figured they could feed us any old kind of B.S. and we would swallow it whole. Unfortunately for them, and their Anointed One, John Kerry,
it appears we were not fooled by their daily spin attempts.
Walter Cronkite, once called the “Most Trusted Man in America”, five
days before the election on Larry King Live stated that, concerning the
video tape from Osama Bin Laden: “...I'm a little inclined to think that Karl
Rove, the political manager at the White House, who is a very clever man, he
probably set up bin Laden to this thing.”
Mr. Cronkite has now officially joined the ranks of the delusionals who
have propounded ideas such as that Bin Laden was a guest of the President
at his Texas ranch, and those who say that 9/11 was a Bush plot to go to
war for oil. Needless to say, trust in Mr. Cronkite’s words has diminished
somewhat.
Three weeks before the election Ted Koppel and ABC’s Nightline
went to Vietnam to find testimony to support John Kerry. Yet never had
the show or its host so much as interviewed one of the Swift Boat Veterans
or investigated their charges of Kerry’s non-heroic behavior during his service there.
Right up until the election, in an effort to get out the youth vote (which
was presumed would be overwhelmingly for Kerry) the media parroted Democrat Howard Dean and Senator Max Cleland’s (D-GA) speeches at
Brown University and Colorado College that “George Bush is certainly going
to have a draft if he goes into a second term…”. Yet in all the coverage and
commentary about the topic, not once did I ever read, see, or hear any liberal pundit note that the only legislators who had filed for a reinstatement
of the military draft were, Reps. Charles Rangel (D-NY) and John Conyers
(D-MI) in the House, and Sen. Fritz Hollings (D-SC) in the Senate. No
other co-sponsors, no Republican support at all. Yet the media and celebrities continued to try to scare the college kids into believing they would be
forced to serve.
As the results showed, the American public was not quite as simple as
one New York City psychiatrist told the Times we were: “I'm saddened by
what I feel is the obtuseness and shortsightedness of a good part of the country the heartland. New Yorkers are more sophisticated”
I was born there, and grew up there. Sophisticated? Perhaps, but most
New Yorkers are too busy with their own lives to be all that concerned
about extraneous, non-personal matters. The pace of living in NYC is phenomenal - New Yorkers are always in a rush. And they also have a tendency to look down on people who live anywhere else. I’m sure glad I’m
no longer “sophisticated”.
Congratulations to all who voted, and congratulations to the 59 million
who chose substance over symbolism.
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quite likely in the circumstances.
Very likely, especially considering that Jesus was merely a man to the
adherents of the Roman Church prior to AD 325, when the Council of
Nicea, Constantine's puppet committee, voted for the deification of Jesus.
Oh, and Constantine as well.
Titus had waged war all the way to Jerusalem, dispersing the Early
Church. SPaul had traveled north, turned left to Rome and then by proxy
to the south of England. Some other contingent, fleeing south from the Romans, had crossed North Africa and sailed to Ireland, then converting Scotland and England.
Gradually, the Roman Church converted parts of the south of England
over to its own, catholic, form of Christianity. The north of England remained devoutly Celtic.
And so it was that these two great theologies separated by the same religion were destined to meet. The Synod of Whitby was called by King
Oswiu of Northumbria in AD 664 to resolve these issues.
There are no extant contemporary accounts, and later religious references appear to play down both the differences and the importance of the
occasion, referring instead to political minutiae like the timing of Easter.
But some historians have used secular sources to demonstrate that the
religious differences were indeed very divisive, that the country was on the
verge of war, and that only the threat of vast continental armies to support
the Roman Church settled the matter.
Instead of war, the Celtic Church retreated to Scotland and Ireland
where its isolation and small population guaranteed its eventual extinction.
Scotland and Ireland were slowly and peacefully assimilated into Catholicism, their remoteness again resisting the Protestant revolution that swept
Europe a thousand years later.
Without the Synod of Whitby, the entire British Isles may have remained faithful to the Celtic Church, and the remnants of the British Empire, including America, might today have a very different form of Christianity.
© 2004 Kenneth R Thornton-Smith
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From the Village Idiot:

FOUR MORE YEARS:
BUYER’S REMORSE?

Mike Moakley

W

ell, the word is out: for the next four years, in those memorable
words of Booger in Revenge of the Nerds, “We’ve got Bush!” According to our president, “When you win, there is a feeling that the people have
spoken and embrace your point of view…” Perhaps Bush is right. Perhaps
the people have spoken by choosing Bush for four more years. As Bush’s
victory was clear-cut, perhaps the American public has bought into his
agenda. This is further supported by the increase in Republican seats in
both houses of Congress.
What exactly did We The People buy into? According to the Orlando
Sentinel, our president lays out quite a list of priorities for our country. This
installment will look at three of those items.
Foreign Policy: “Bush acknowledged that some of his foreign-policy
initiatives, such as invading Iraq and pushing for political transformation in
the Muslim world, has made him unpopular in some countries. But he indicated no inclination to change course, saying, ‘It’s just not a part of my
thinking.’” What does this mean to us? More wasted lives and money on
what is, at best, an impossible dream. As the Muslim world is not exactly
overjoyed at the prospect of America meddling in its affairs, it would be a
fair guess that, contrary to the Bush Administration’s thinking, we can expect more terrorist attacks on U.S. soil. Perhaps it would be too forward of
me to state what should be obvious to all: 9/11 happened on Bush’s watch.
In the next four years, will we finally capture Osama bin Laden and
bring him to justice? I am inclined to believe we will not. In the three
years that have elapsed since 9/11, we have destroyed two countries, but
are no closer to capturing bin Laden. In the next four years, then, will we
stay the course: Destroy more countries while leaving Osama at large to
scare the pants off the American public? As we can see from the Election
2004 results, fear is a powerful motivator.
Social Security reform: This is on the top of Bush’s domestic agenda.
With the oldest of the Baby Boom generation becoming eligible to draw
Social Security by the end of Bush’s second term, few would dispute the
need for some reforms to keep Social Security solvent. The Bush solution:
allow younger workers to divert part of their Social Security taxes into
“personal accounts” where the worker can invest in the stock market.
For those who do not already know: Social Security is a “pay as you
go” plan. Essentially this means that current retirees draw from funds being paid by current workers. Allowing the younger current workers to divert
part of their funds reduces the money available to us when we retire, despite
assurances that our benefits will not be cut. How will this make the Social
Security system more solvent? Read on, perhaps there is a plan.
Tort Reform: Another domestic item on Bush’s priority list is
“legislation to limit civil-liability lawsuits, especially those involving mediSpace Coast Area Mensa
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cal practitioners”. The two most common ways to accomplish this are to
cap legal fees or to limit “non-economic damages” awarded in a lawsuit.
The goal of both methods is to discourage lawyers from going into this field
of practice by assuring such suits will most likely be unprofitable. The end
result will be that incompetent or unethical doctors will no longer be held
accountable for the consequences of their screw-ups so long as the patient is
from the poor or working class (this would be most of us). It is also interesting to note that our Republican legislators are already scrambling to ensure that no one will be able to sue fast-food establishments for marketing
food that exposes their customers to a host of life-threatening health risks
related to obesity.
We can also add to the equation the fact that more Americans have no
health coverage at all (about 45 million), a number that will most likely increase. If the first four years are an indication, more Americans, even those
with some coverage, will have to choose between basic living expenses and
medical care. America is said to have the best health care in the world, but
the care available to most Americans is getting progressively worse. While
Bush did not begin this trend, it appears he’s done his best to make a tragic
situation worse, offering only “market-based” solutions. It’s a fair bet that
he will “stay the course” on this one, too.
Since Social Security is at the top of the president’s domestic agenda,
let’s revisit it once again. After reflecting on the current trends, I do believe
there just may be a plan to make Social Security more solvent. One needs
only to “think outside the box”. Since we are not going to raise taxes yet
we will be allowing younger workers to divert some of their funds, it is fair
to say that the projected shortfall will not be resolved by increasing revenues. What’s left, then, is we must reduce the money paid out to recipients. In general, there are two ways to accomplish this: Either pay less to
each recipient or pay fewer recipients. Since during the campaigns, both
candidates vowed NOT to cut Social Security payments, it must be the latter.
The plan, then, is to reduce the number of recipients drawing Social
Security. This means more have to die before becoming eligible for benefits. How to do this?
• “Stay the course” in the War on Terror. Bush has already confirmed he will do just that. Surely, more American soldiers will be
killed before they reach age 62. Moreover, employees of Halliburton, et. al. will risk meeting a violent end as our fearless leader continues to meddle in the Muslim world. Future terrorist attacks will
also take their toll. After all, the 9/11 attack assured that about
3,000 people will never collect Social Security.
• Continue to push the “liability reform” agenda. Victims of malpractice resulting in death will not be collecting their benefits.
While we’re at it, let’s continue to ensure that no company ever be
held liable for the health risks incurred by the marketing of their
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not to stop until he reached Rome, far beyond the long arm of James. On
this journey SPaul chanced upon and converted members of several Roman cults. By the time he arrived in Rome his upgraded version of Jesus
had mysteriously acquired all the attributes of Tammuz, Castor and Pollux,
Mithra and Apollonius, and Siegfried and Roy, to name but a few.
The Romans continued south, their comprehensive victory culminating
at Masada, which is Hebrew for The Alamo. Their long siege at the hill fortress of Masada allowed the third, anonymous, journey to proceed.
This third journey was the longest of all, around the corner into Egypt
and west across North Africa. Then north, hugging the west coast of Portugal, Spain, then France and finally to the west of the British Isles.
This journey, too, was a journey of conversion. But this was a mission
converting people to a different religion from that on the North side of the
Mediterranean. In Egypt and Libya, the remnants of the Essenes preached
an early form of Messianic Judaism. Here they spoke of a different Jesus,
and different teachings, a compassionate theology where good and bad
struggled in some grand cosmic duality. This third, Southern, journey was
to rekindle the fire of the Therapeutae and leave in its wake the Gnostics,
Coptics and countless heresies.
North of the Mediterranean, SPaul’s teachings spread enthusiastically
and laid the foundations for the Greek Orthodox and later other Eastern
and Russian Orthodox churches. And then there was Rome.
From its apparently humble origins as an obscure Judaic cult, Christianity had conquered not only the Mediterranean, but Western Europe as
well. The problem was not so much in the geographical extent of Christianity, but lie in the fact that these were two very different forms of Christianity.
The North African Christianity moved up the Atlantic seaboard to Ireland, across to Scotland and then headed south into England.
The Roman form of Christianity moved North West, conquering
Spain, France, Germany and finally their mission crossed the Channel into
what is now England to convert the heathens.
Only the inhabitants were already Christian.
Now, you would think that they would be pleased to discover that
England was already Christian. But their target market had already been
sold the same product. Worse still, it was a different brand of the same
product, and it’s not easy selling Fords where everyone drives a Chevy.
The Celtic Church, as it has become known, suffered from considerably less doctrine than the Roman Catholic Church, but the differences went
much deeper than that.
Where the Roman Church stressed faith, miracles and resurrection, the
Celtic Church appeared more interested in the teachings of Jesus. Some
have naively suggested that Jesus was merely a man in the Celtic Church,
Space Coast Area Mensa
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THE LONG ROUTE TO WHITBY

©2004 Ken Thornton-Smith

I met with Art Belefant at Miyako’s shortly after his return from Whitby. As you
read last month, he was there because Whitby was the home of Dracula. I offered
one day to tell him how pivotal Whitby was in the history of the Western world,
and here, in my own much abbreviated form, it is:
The Long Route to Whitby
66, the Jews had had enough of the Romans, and shortly after
BytheADRomans
had had quite enough of the Jews. The result was three

important journeys that were to leave their mark on world history.
The Roman yoke on the citizens of Judaea was heavier than ever,
strictly enforced by local yes-men and groveling turncoats. One of these, a
Jew from Tarsus, was on his way to Damascus when he had a change of
heart. As Paul née Saul confusingly changed his name from Saul to Paul
we will take the portmanteau liberty of calling him SPaul for clarity.
Now, you've probably asked yourself what SPaul was doing, wandering several hundred miles across bandit-infested desert to Damascus, in
Syria, deep into another Roman province where he had no authority. And,
by the way, where there were no Jews to oppress, at least none of the extremist loonies that he was after.
The answer, of course, was that he was going to another, more local,
Damascus. One that we know today by its Arab name: Qumran. This Damascus was only a day’s brisk walk from Jerusalem. Qumran was the seat
of the Essenes, the extreme fundamentalist wing of Judaism, at the time
headed by James the Just, next in line after Jesus, and current darling of the
Machiavellian priesthood.
Yacov, James the Just (or rather, James the Extremely Pious) was
more interested in his spiritual journey than the political aspirations of his
advisers. Instead, he preferred to think that the Messiah had already arrived
in the form of his big brother, whom we call Jesus. SPaul agreed, appointing himself fan club Webmaster, and rushing off to e-mail the world.
In the circumstances, as is well documented in the Gospels, SPaul’s
version of Jesus' life and message was not surprisingly very different from
James’.
The Three Journeys
The first of these journeys was by Vespasian, heading east to Palestine.
He never did make it, but returned to Rome, where he had more important
things to do, like start a Civil War and become Emperor. But by AD 70, his
son Titus did, invading Judea and triggering the other two journeys.
As the Roman army swept south, destroying Jerusalem, SPaul was
heading west, articulately proselytizing his own version of Jesus. SPaul was
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products, no matter what dangers they may pose. For example,
let’s keep telling obese people that their condition is solely because
of their “wrong choices” brought on by “character weakness”-then
do nothing to help them-unless they’re rich Republican donors.
But why stop there? Let’s do away with product liability altogether; “Let the buyer beware”. After all, everything is a “choice”.
One should know better...right?
That is only the beginning. Although we would vehement deny this, our
society has already taught us self-indulgence as its main “family value”.
We are also taught that if we are not willing to fight a war we must be either pansies or traitors. So the foundation is already laid. With this foundation and Bush’s stated second term agenda, we can now shorten the lives
of our fellow Americans to under 62 with impunity.
Here, “thinking
outside the box” could mean more of us inside the box. Then we can say,
“mission accomplished”, plenty of Social Security for the reduced number
of survivors. In the immortal words of Biff Tannen in Back to the Future,
Part II, “All I’ve gotta say is...God bless America!”
I have here but one question: When the majority among us voted to
return Bush to office, did we intend to buy into this agenda?
Four more years? God help America.
Source:
“Bush Lays Out Vision for U.S.”, Orlando Sentinel, Nov. 5, 2004, Page A1.

Hey!
Yeah, you. I’m talking to you.
Want to save some money?
Renew your Mensa membership before the end
of December and get next year for $49.00.

Wait till January 1st and it’ll cost you

52 bucks.
Save $3.00 -- Renew now!
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A View...from Somewhere Else

“AD ASTRA…”

©2004 Hank Rhodes

T

he recent success of Space Ship One in claiming the $10 million XPrize brings to mind one of the early triumphs of the U.S. space program from 40 years ago. A partnership of NASA, the U.S. Air Force, the
U.S. Navy, and North American Aviation (which was later absorbed into
Rockwell) developed a piloted, reusable, rocket-powered craft that was
launched in the upper atmosphere and on several occasions, exceeded an
altitude of 100 kilometers (62 miles), which is generally regarded as the
threshold of space.
This pioneering spacecraft was known as the X-15.
Between June 1959 and October 1968, three nearly identical X-15 vehicles conducted a total of 199 missions. For comparison, Mercury MR-3 carried Astronaut Alan Shepard aloft in May 1961, and the first manned mission of its program, Apollo 7 (Astronauts Wally Schirra, Donn Eisle, Walter
Cunningham), returned to earth two days before the X-15’s final mission.
The X-15’s mission profile began beneath the wing of a B-52. At an
altitude of approximately 45000 feet (13.7 kilometers), the vehicle was released, and the pilot fired the rocket engine. The thrusted portion of the
flight lasted for only two minutes or less. For the reminder of the mission,
the vehicle was unpowered, and the pilot returned to base in a high-speed
glide. A typical mission lasted less than 15 minutes. All X-15 flights occurred at Edwards AFB in California.
The basic X-15 design was approximately 50 feet (15.3 meters) in
length, with a 22-foot (6.7-meter) wing span, and a vertical tail structure
that originally spanned 13 feet (4 meters). The vehicle was powered by the
XLR-99 rocket engine which burned a mixture of ammonia and liquid oxygen. The X-15 was the only practical rocket to use ammonia as a fuel. The
rudder and elevons on the tail controlled the vehicle in the atmosphere.
During the exoatmospheric phase of the mission, control was accomplished by hydrogen peroxide thrusters in the nose and wings. The threepoint landing gear was comprised of a non-steerable nose wheel and skids.
Twelve men served as pilots in the X-15 program. They included Neil
Armstrong, and Joe Engle, who commanded several of the early Space
Shuttle missions. Most of the pilots were affiliated with NASA or the Air
Force, but the Navy was also represented in their ranks.
During Flight 90, on July 19, 1963, the X-15 first exceeded an altitude
of 100 kilometers. This milestone was reached again the following month.
In October 1967, the X-15 achieved a speed of Mach 6.7. On several occasions, X-15 missions were conducted on successive days, and during a busy
period in the course of the program, six missions were accomplished within

The Alchemist:

FIRE

©2004 Al Thomas

I

will make a bet with you. I’ll bet that if you own your own home you
have fire insurance and even “extended coverage”. I win.
Now I want to know if you or any of your friends have ever collected
on that insurance as a result of a fire. Nobody. Really? Then why are you
paying all that money to an insurance company when the odds are so small
you will ever collect? And how many fires ever destroy a complete home?
Let’s suppose you dropped your insurance today and installed a sprinkler system to put out any fire that might occur. Each year you could put
away the insurance premium or spend it to up grade your house.
Then you have a fire. Bad news. But because you have that sprinkler
system only one room is damaged. There is loss, but the major portion of
your house is in tact. You can repair the damage as it is a partial loss. Life
goes on.
You won’t do it, huh? You think I’m nuts.
Try this one on for size. You have a nice retirement account. It is what
you plan to use when you quit working? Do you have insurance on it?
What insurance? Suppose all your investments go up in smoke. Remember
2000? I know that can never happen again. And pigs can fly.
Did you know there is a “sprinkler system” to protect your hard-earned
investments? I bet your broker or financial planner never told you about it.
And it is free! Brokers and financial planners don’t like to tell you about it
because it means they will have to work and actually watch your account.
On stocks it is called an Open Stop Loss Order. It is like a sprinkler system
to protect you from loss of your investments and it only is activated on certain of your stocks when fire breaks out. For your mutual funds you will
have to watch them and sell out in case they start down as they did in year
2000.
This Stop Loss Investment “sprinkler system” will protect you from
losing any more than 10% of any equity. You protect your retirement account from losing 40, 50, 60% or more of its value as we have seen happen
in the past. If you have a financial planner you can instruct him to do this
once each week and to sell you out in case any position drops by 10%. Get
this in writing. There is no question he will try to talk you out of it, but that
is what you are paying him for. Make him earn it.
The chances of your having a fire are pretty small, but why put all your
money at risk when you can have a free insurance policy?
Copyright 2004 Albert W. Thomas All rights reserved. Author of "If It Doesn't Go Up,
Don't Buy It!" www.mutualfundmagic.com comments to al@mutualfundmagic

(Continued on page 25)
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MUSIC TRIVIA:
Based on Someone Famous

Bill Zigo

[Reprinted from Mid-Mensan, newsletter of Mid-Hudson Mensa, March, 2004; Angela
Tremain, Editor]

T

he answers to this month’s questions are groups or vocalists whose
names are derived from famous individuals. While the individuals are
famous, some of the acts this time are obscure.
1. In 1966, Jerry Samuels had a controversial novelty hit called They’re
Coming To Take Me Away, Ha-Haaa! Under what name did he record the
song?
2. Siobhan Fahey, formerly of Bananarama, was one-half of the duet who
had a top-5 hit in the US in 1992 called Stay.
3. This parody punk band from Detroit is most famous for their song
Green Haze, which combined the words of Jimi Hendrix’s Purple Haze to
the lyrics of the TV show Green Acres.
4. Called a fun combination of Hanson and The Spice Girls, this trio of
British sisters, who had a few minor hits in 1998, named themselves
after a famous Egyptian.
5. In 1987, this one-hit wonder from England had a top-5 hit in the US
called Heart and Soul. They named themselves after a famous female
Vulcan from the original Star Trek series.
6. In the mid-1980s, this relatively unknown rock band had three albums,
Jank Mamba AKA, Watching The Film, and Charmed Life.
7. Her recording name is a phonetic spelling of the name of a Celtic goddess.
8. This little-known rock band from the 1990s had one album called Kung
Pow! Their name is a misspelling of a classic cartoon character combined with a famous man from India.
9. Gods and goddesses are popular. This Mexican heavy metal band is
named after a Greek god.
10. This rock band, named after a famous scientist, had a self-titled debut
album in 1996, and a second album in 2002 which was the same title
with the word “Too” appended.
Answers:
6. The Flaming Mussolini’s
7. Enya (the goddess’ name is Eithne,
pronounced the same)
8. Bullwinkel Gandhi
9. Zeus
10. Einstein
Space Coast Area Mensa

30 days. One mission every three weeks was the average.
The X-15 provided valuable information regarding both the heat generated by friction at hypersonic speeds and the nature of fluid flow in that
realm. These discoveries played a critical role in the design of the Space
Shuttle orbiter. The aerospace medical community gained insight into the
physiology of spaceflight, and the methods of protecting humans from the
inherent hazards of space travel and reentry operations. The X-15 also accomplished experiments in astronomy and micrometeorite collection.
These achievements in engineering and science incurred some risk, as
might be expected in such an advanced program. Pilot Jack McKay survived a landing gear collapse in November 1962, but he sustained injuries
that shortened his life. A crash in November 1968 claimed the life of Pilot
Michael Adams.
The X-15 was considered as the prototype for a reusable, crewed vehicle, to be launched atop a conventional expendable rocket. Interestingly,
NASA did not pursue this mode for space flight, opting instead for the expendable capsule concept for the Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo programs,
and then switching to a quasi-reusable two-stage vehicle for the Space Shuttle.
One cannot help but note that the mission profile of Space Ship One
bears a striking resemblance to that pioneered by the X-15.
Whether Space Ship One represents a revolution in space technology,
or it is just an evolutionary curiosity, remains to be seen. Burt Rutan, Paul
Allen, and Richard Branson have each built their formidable reputations by
disproving the nay-sayers. We can only salute their triumph and wish
them every success.
As the saying goes, Ad Astra per Aspera, “To the stars by overcoming
difficulties.” Many of the difficulties were first surmounted by the people
of the X-15 program.
Sources:
Encyclopedia Astronautica, www.astronautix.com.
Glenn H. Damon, “Rocket Fuels,” Marks Standard Handbook for Mechanical
Engineers, (7th edition).
NASA Headquarters, www.hq.nasa.gov/office/pao/History/x15/cover.
html

1. Napoleon XIV
2. Shakespeare’s Sister
3. Elvis Hitler
4. Cleopatra
5. T’Pau
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The Tenth Story

Elissa Rudolph, RVC 10

Now that we’re past hurricane season and election season—did our state
get battered, or what?—it’s time to start thinking about renewing your
Mensa membership early. You can renew at the current amount, $49, until
December 31. Then dues increase to $52 on January 1, 2005. You can renew online at http://www.us.mensa.org/, click on “renew now.” How
easy is that?
Over the next few months the Mensa website will be implemented with
new features, some of which will be an online directory, threaded discussions, and personalized “My Mensa” pages. You’ll need your member
number and your password or PIN to access current services and new features after December 31. Visit the AML website or contact webservices@amercianmensa.org or call 817.607.0060, ext. 119 if you have not
already received your PIN. You want to stay in touch with all things
Mensa, don’t you?
Meanwhile mark your calendar for these gatherings coming up. Hope
to see you in Orlando at the AMC meeting! Have a wonderful December.
Coming:
Smarti Gras 2005, Jan. 28-30, Central Florida Mensa’s longrunning RG, www.cfm.us.mensa.org/rg05.htm for info.
ValenTime, Feb. 11-13, Northwest Florida’s RG on the white
sand beaches of the Panhandle, www.nwflorida.us.mensa.org/valentime.
html for info.
Colloquium 2005, Earth in Mind: Fueling the Future,: March 4-6,
2005, Tucson, AZ, www.colloquium.us.mensa.org
MindGames, April 15-17, hosted by our very own Tampa Bay
Mensa, Double Tree Hotel-Tampa Westshore Airport. Registration is $65
to 4/1. Send registrations to MindGames 2005, 1229 Corporate Drive W,
Arlington, TX 76006-6103.
FloRanGe ’05-Suite Mayhem, Broward Mensa’s RG over Memorial Day weekend, May 27-30, Tampa Bay Mensa’s traditional spot on the
calendar. Since that group is doing MindGames, Broward Mensa is hosting
the 3-day RG in Fort Lauderdale. Can’t miss a chance to party! Contact
Robin Rhea, 954.575.1639, robinrhea@bellsouth.net for information.
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December, 2004
Mike Moakley, SCAM Editor

I

t’s that time of year again! And what a year it’s been. If the recent
elections haven’t been traumatic enough, we in Florida hosted four
hurricanes, two of which directly affected us on the Space Coast. The good
news is that they are now behind us. Just some food for thought as we digest the umpteenth Thanksgiving turkey sandwich (or soup) while contemplating preparing that ham for the upcoming Christmas holiday.
Since Christmas is traditionally a time of giving, I will temporarily set
aside my equally traditional “Bah, Humbug” role and suggest two gift
ideas. Of course, when suggesting such ideas, one must consider the giver
and the recipient. Be assured, I have done both. If you are reading this,
most likely you already belong to this fine organization. Chances are,
someone close to you may also qualify to be a member. My idea: As a
gift, send that special someone to our (usually) monthly Mensa Admission
Test. Cost is $30. If the recipient qualifies, treat him or her to the first
year’s membership. Of course, if you were already considering buying that
special someone a diamond ring, by all means, you should go ahead with
that plan as well.
My second idea involves a gift for yourself. You no doubt will read
our dues will be raised $3 per year effective January 1, 2005. Treat yourself
to next year’s membership at this year’s prices ($49 per year). To do this,
you must renew by December 31. You’ll be glad you did.
Now for New Year’s Resolutions. A few ideas here would suffice.
Want to see your name in print? Send me an article, it can be on just about
any topic. Would you like to meet interesting people? Check our calendar
and attend one of our events. Got any ideas? Share them with us (a hint
here...volunteering does wonders to advance an idea).
All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please allow extra time for mailed submissions, which may be typed or
legibly handwritten. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e-mail. They may
be in e-mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be
sent to the Editor, whose contact information appears above.
Space Coast Area Mensa
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ExComm Meeting Minutes

October 3, 2004

T

he ExComm met at the Cocoa Public Library on Sunday, October
31,2004. Called to order at 4:05 pm by LocSec Sam Kirschten.
Members present: Sam Kirschten, Helen Lee Moore, and George Patterson. Suzanne Leichtling and Joe Smith were unable to attend.
Welcome guest: Clara Moran.
Minutes for the October 3, 2004 meeting were approved as published.
Moved by Helen, unanimous vote.
Officer Reports:
Treasurer: October 31,2004 report distributed by Helen.
Testing: Helen (Proctor Coordinator) reported that one candidate
was tested in October.
There were no other officer reports.
Committee Reports:
RG: Helen reported that the current estimate of the cost to SCAM of
the cancelled RG is $78.42. Final closing of the books on the RG is
still pending.
Old Business:
A motion by Helen to rescind all Standing Rules and Guidelines of
Space Coast Area Mensa, which was tabled at the previous meeting,
was brought up and failed by a vote of 2 to 1, with Helen voting for,
and Sam and George against. It was explained that the intention of
this motion had been to raise the subject of the many rules and guidelines which are more honored in the breach than in the observance
and this had been accomplished.
New Business: none.
Helen moved to adjourn at 4:25 pm, passed by unanimous vote.
The next meeting of the ExComm is scheduled for Sunday, November
14, at 4:00 pm at the Cocoa Public Library.

The SCAM sells classified ad space.

SCAM members, non-commercial, no charge. Others: $20 full page; $10 half-page;
$5 quarter-page per month, we offer discounts for multiple insertions, and we can
help with layout and design.

Mensa is an international society in which the sole requirement for qualification for
membership is a score at or above the 98th percentile on any of a number of standardized intelligence tests. If you know anyone who is interested in joining Mensa, or
learning more about us, please have the person contact any of our officers listed above.
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