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Could some of you soon
be hearing this from
American Mensa???

Toure K0T

one of us.l"

See Page Three...
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All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please allow extra time for mailed submissions, which may be typed or legi-
bly handwritten. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e-mail. They may be in
e-mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be sent to
the Editor, whose contact information appears on Page 2.

Inside the Pocket Protector Mike Moakley, Editor

Just about the time of our RG, this issue of The SCAM
should be landing in your mailbox. So, at this point, I invite
you to drop me a note telling us about your RG experience. I will
publish these in next month’s issue. If you have some pictures to
share, send them to Karen Freiberg (our Webmaster), so we can
include them on our website.

As I write this, the various political campaigns have reached
fever pitch as Election Day draws near. One TV ad, in particular,
from an incumbent Congressman attacking his opponent for his
“liberal” views concludes: “He is not one of us.” Because of who I
am, I take personal offense at statements such as this one.

So, let’s talk politics—Mensa politics, that is. In the current
Mensa Bulletin, Chairman Russ Bakke once again stresses the
need to change our image to attract new members. He sees our
image as that of a group of nerds, complete with too-short pants
and pocket protectors (hence the name of this column) and argues
this image is what makes prospective members decide not to join.

He advocates, instead, to project an image of a group of aver-
age “Joe Sixpacks” who just happen to get the requisite score on
an IQ test. I believe Mr. Bakke is wrong on both counts. Most of
us do not fit either stereotype, nor should we. As Mensa has al-
ways advertised the only qualification for membership is an 1Q in
the 98th percentile, Mensa should welcome all its members, no

(Continued on page 4)

The SCAM sells classified ad space. SCAM members, non-commercial, no
charge. Others: $20 full page; $10 half-page; $5 quarter-page per month, we offer
discounts for multiple insertions, and we can help with layout and design.

Subscriptions: SCAM members, included in dues; others, $10 for 12 issues.
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The Gourmet’s Guide ABOUT OUR RG... © 2008 Art Belefant

Food, Frankenstein, and Toilets. What more could you ask for?

uring the past several RG’s, I gave talks on several of my

favorite subjects, all of which have appeared in my ten-year on-
going column, "Gourmet’s Guide”, This year, unfortunately, or fortu-
nately if you are so disposed, I will not be able to contribute that way.

Because of a severe illness and its consequences of two years ago
I have been left speechless (literally). Do I hear cheers?. Thus, I will
not be able to give my customary talks from a podium. I will, how-
ever, be at the RG to answer all your questions about any subject you
care to ask. Do I hear moans? I will do that on a one-to-one basis
where I can communicate more effectively. Check your RG calendar
for times and places.

Coincidentally, an updated and enlarged edition of my book
Frankenstein, the Man and the Monster will be available. I will also
bring my collection of Frankenstein movies which you may borrow to
view.

I hope to see you at the RG.

Arthur Belefant.

Inside the Pocket Protector Continued

(Continued from page 3)
matter how odd we might seem to other, more “average” people.

As Mensans, I am sure many of us have had difficulties through-
out life gaining acceptance in society at large. Often, these difficulties
have been quite discouraging. How many times have many of us ex-
perienced the characterization, “He (or she) is not one of us™? We do
not need to, yet again, face rejections like this, especially in a society
created supposedly just for us.

Let’s leave the concerns about projecting an image to politicians,
salesmen, and whores. Image has no place in Mensa. I cannot empha-
size enough: Mensa is for everybody who meets our single qualifica-
tion for membership, even if some of us do not fit some desired image.
Let’s not sell our collective soul by rejecting some of our members just
for the sake of adding a few to our numbers.
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20TH MISSION LCL Joseph L. Cittadini, USAFR Ret.

Part Eleven: Stalag VII Moosburg

his camp had accumulated many POWs before we arrived.

Prisoner of war camps from all of German occupied territory
were being consolidated in this region. All the barracks were occu-
pied with more than they were designed to hold. Consequently we
were accommodated in some very large tents that were approxi-
mately 30 x 110 feet. There were four parallel rows of men head to
head with about a two-foot aisle at their feet to allow each kriegie
access to his location in the tent. Each man had about a two-foot
berth, which was just about room to be able to turn over without dis-
turbing his neighbor on either side of him. Each tent accommodated
three hundred men.

Life in Stalag VII-A was tolerable. We had food supplied mostly
by the Red Cross. Our combine set up an outdoor stove and we man-
aged to prepare the canned food. Once we became used to the sleep-
ing arrangement we liked it much better than sleeping in vermin in-
fested barracks.

Each day there was some military activity that kept us occupied
and aware that liberation was near. It appeared that we were not
supervised by the guards. There were one or two still around but
most had vanished into the night. We guessed that they were reluc-
tant to be taken by the approaching American Army.

The radio news informed us that Nurenberg had been taken and
that Gen. Patton was heading to Munich, which was about thirty
miles beyond us. The rumble of distant artillery was getting closer.
There was an occasional German aircraft seen lying low past our en-
campment. We wondered if it was being moved to some less critical
area where it might be used in a final battle to survive. Munich was
now under heavy bombardment. This was the softening up process
to make it easier to capture.

We lived this way from the 13th to 29th of April. It was an excit-
ing couple of weeks. On [he 28th the artillery became ominous and
threatening. Fear of being in the path of the oncoming army and the
shining hope of imminent rescue confused our emotions. Later in the
day small spotter planes with US markings circled very low over
our camp to send radio information to the their artillery. Excite-
ment brought wild cheers from the kriegies.

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Sunday, 29 April brought the Third Army into the outskirts of
Moosburg. Machine guns clattered from time to time. An occasional
rifle was fired. Perhaps it was the Moosburg home guard putting up
a brave last stand. Early after noon the firing ceased. General Pat-
ton came into the camp. Somehow, I was able to squeeze into the
room to listen to him tell us we were great soldiers and would soon
be transported to France. His single pearl handle pistol hung jaun-
tily from his hip. We had heard that the other pistol was given to
Dinah Shore.

The Army's bakery supplied us with freshly baked white bread.
It was the most delicious bread we had ever tasted. It truly resem-
bled the finest angel food cake.

The following day our group was taken by truck to an airfield
about twenty minutes away. It was abandoned by the German Air
Force. We were ordered to make ourselves comfortable and await the
C-47 transports that would take us to France. Three of us found
lodging in a farmhouse on the edge of the air base. An elderly
woman and her father made us welcome. We spent the day wander-
ing about the base. There was a rusting-out fuselage of a jet fighter
on the perimeter. The field was grass covered with no runways for
the airplanes. The living quarters of the airmen were concrete, grass
covered structures. Evidence of rabbit fur led us to believe that rab-
bits were raised to supply food and material for gloves. I 'liberated' a
couple of pieces of navigation equipment, which I still have. One was
the German equivalent of the E-6B computer and the other a trian-
gle.

The next day Ted borrowed a WWI rifle from the old lady. We
wandered out into the woods nearby in search of meat for the table.
Strangely, we found there were a number of men living in the woods.
We assumed that they were hiding from the army, both ours and
their own. They didn't bother us so we did nothing to upset them.
Ted shot a small deer, which we carried back to the lady who housed
us. She was exuberant. She thanked us and told us that she would
prepare a stew for us. I guess that this was the first fresh meat both
she and we had in a long time.

About two days later the C-47's arrived to ferry us back to
Rheims, France. Here we were showered, deloused and showered
again. We were issued a complete set of new clothing including shoes
that felt good. Now we felt that we were fit to return to the human

(Continued on page 7)
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My Summer Vacation: MY GIRLFRIEND ©2008 The George

have a girlfriend. In our house, we accentuate the second syl-
lable: girl-friend. And my lovely wife of 31 years is all right with
it. In fact, it’s because of her that I have one.

You see, my wife is a Chihuahua person. And although I'm a cat
person, I love all animals, Chihuahuas included (although they're
not like real dogs).

Anyhow, back to my girl-friend. Almost 9 years ago, we acquired
our (at the time) third Chihuahua, Bitsy. Ostensibly, she was sup-
posed to be our youngest daughter’s dog, but that lasted for about
the duration of the trip home from Gainesville where we got her
(Bitsy, not my daughter). So Bitsy became one of the family dogs.

Then, about four years ago, an odd thing happened. Bitsy started
following me around. Everywhere. All the time. Something hap-
pened in her dog head, seemingly overnight, that caused her to be-
lieve that I was the sun, the moon, the stars, and the reason for exis-

(Continued on page 8)

SCAM Treasurer’s Report
20TH MISSION As of 9/30/2008:
(Con-

tinued from page 6) Account Balance
General Fund $748.87
race again. Post Office Acct. 140.09
We spent a few days in Reserve Fund 2115.13
Camp Lucky Strike then by RG Fund 2910.00

train to LeHavre. Here we Total Funds Available:
boarded the USS Erickson $5914.09

(forme.zrly the Kungsholm) for Deposits

our trip to New York. Mensa Funding: $165.59

Interest Income 0.44

...This concludes our RG Income: 860.00

story. Withdrawals
RG Expenses $500.00
Postage 56.85

—Bud Long, Treasurer
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FOR SCRABBLE® PLAYERS ONEY¥ MOSTLY Gary Russell

Repetition

For this month’s column I used LeXpert 3.2 to find words
with the second half exactly the same as the first half. Then I
looked up the definitions in The Official SCRABBLE® Players Dic-
tionary, Fourth Edition (OSPD 4).

AA rough, cindery lava

ATLATL a device for throwing a spear or dart
BABA a rum cake

BERIBERI a thiamine deficiency disease
BONBON a sugared candy

BOUBOU a long flowing garment

BUBU boubou

BULBUL a songbird

CACA excrement

CANCAN a dance marked by high kicking
CHICHI showily stylish; elaborate ornamentation
CHOWCHOW a relish of mixed pickles in mustard
COCO a tall palm tree

CUSCUS an arboreal mammal

DADA an artistic and literary movement
DIKDIK a small antelope

DODO an extinct flightless bird

DUMDUM a type of bullet

ESES [ES ess]

FROUFROU a rustling sound

FURFUR dandruff

GAGA crazy

GOGO a discotheque

GRIGRI  a fetish or amulet

GRUGRU a palm tree

GUITGUIT  a tropical American bird

HAHA a fence set in a ditch

HOTSHOTS [HOTSHOT a showily skillful person]
JUJU an object regarded as having magical power
KAKA a parrot

LULU something remarkable

MAHIMAHI a food fish in Hawaii

MAMA mother

(Continued on page 21)
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MEMBERSHIP NOTES

Welcome to SCAM:
John Moritz

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

2nd Barron Perry 19th
6th William McClure 20th
10th LuAnne Johnson 20th
11th Allan Torsney 21st
14th William Harris T11 25th
18th James Gentry Jr. 26th
18th Joseph Mueck 30th

Harold Long
David Muszynski
Dean Zentner
John England
David Williams
Harry Falconer
Lisa Willnow

A belated birthday greeting to Beth Allen, who celebrated her birthday on

October 11th.

Note: If your birthday is not listed, and you want it to be, please let us know.

ANNOUNCING A NEW SIG!

@ "’éf/g C)%

J oin the Computer Science SIG. Any Computer Science top-
ics from work or school are welcome. To join email Michael
Zielinski at mikez23@aol.com or compscisig@yahoogroups.com.

d
«*al
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SCAM Calendar of Events for November 2008

1st - Saturday 6:00 PM S.N.O.R.T. #1

Join us for some sushi and tempura at The SCAM’s best attended
event at Miyako’s, 1411 S. Harbor City Blvd. (US#1) in Melbourne.

Contact: George Patterson, 777-3721.

2nd - Sunday 10:30 AM EXCOMM MTG. & SUNDAY BRUNCH

.This is our monthly business meeting. All members are always wel-
come to attend. Please note the change in the meeting place and time.
This month, it will be held at the home of Terry Valek in Rockledge.

Immediately following the meeting, Terry will host the Sunday
Brunch. Be sure to bring your appetite for good food and fun.
Kitty is $3.

Contact: Terry, 626-8523, for details.

25th - Saturday 6:00 PM S.N.O.R.T. #2

Join us for some sushi and tempura at The SCAM’s best attended
event at Miyako’s, 1411 S. Harbor City Blvd. (US#1) in Melbourne.

Contact: George Patterson, 777-3721.

Calendar Updates ATTENTION SCAM MEMBERS!

Every effort is made to bring to you an accurate up-to-date Calendar
of Events. However, last minute changes can and do occur past news-
letter deadline. For up-to-date info, visit spacecoast.us.mensa.org
and click on “Calendar”.

Your Event Here! ATTENTION SCAM MEMBERS!

Do you have a great idea for that perfect event? Do you have the urge,
even the desire to socialize with other Mensans, but simply do not
want to use the extra gasoline? Why not host that event in your own
home? If this sounds good to you, contact our Calendar Coordinator
today. You'll be glad you did. Info on Page Two.
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(Continued from page 16)

Hire an independent thinker, a person who, although a party
member, is not afraid to vote against his party’s stands when he
feels that those stands are incorrect not a person that slavishly
adheres to his party’s line without ever disagreeing?

Hire the person who has over 25 years of experience in Con-
gress not a person who has spent less than 150 days in the Sen-
ate?

You can add any other factors that you think important. But
ignore campaign promises, they are ephemeral and mostly relate
to what Congress can do, not what the president can do. Vote for
the most qualified person.

Fred

Mensans: “Oddball” or “Average”?

gs a Mensan, do you “fit in”? Or, are you the “odd man
out”? How well are you accepted by your non-Mensan
peers? Either way, The SCAM invites you to tell your story.

Because of the sensitive nature of this topic, anonymity
will be assured. In the October Mensa Bulletin, Chairman
Russ Bakke sees a need for Mensa to change its image to one
of “average” people with high IQs, as opposed to our alleged
current image as a group of “geeks” or “nerds”. Do you agree
with his assessment? Do you believe we need to change our
image? Why or why not? Let’s hear from you.
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