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All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please allow extra time for mailed submissions, which may be typed or legi-
bly handwritten. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e-mail. They may be in
e-mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be sent to
the Editor, whose contact information appears on Page 2.

Inside the Pocket Protector Mike Moakley, Editor

One of the tribulations of being Editor is that, at times, I
run out of things to say in a monthly column such as this. I
am here to inform you, however, this is not one of those occasions.

On a personal note, I have a request to make. Like the others
featured on Page Two, my telephone number is listed as part of
my contact info. As such, you are welcome to call if you need to
contact me. Please bear in mind, though, it is a private number
and should be treated accordingly (others listed on Page Two
should also be extended the same courtesy). I do screen my calls. If
you do call, please leave a message with your name, that you're
from SCAM or Mensa, and (briefly) why you are calling. Thank
you.

Shifting gears, let’s touch on editorial policy. As Editor, I have
been given considerable latitude over the content of each month’s
issue. The flip side is, I am also responsible for that content.

While The SCAM is mostly intended for an adult audience, we
must be cognizant of the fact that some of our members are chil-
dren. For this reason, I felt it necessary to turn down a recent
submission. It is not one of my favorite pastimes, but it does come
with the job. Moreover, drawing the line is a most difficult task.
So, as a guideline, I offer this piece of advice: When submitting an
item, ask yourself if you would be comfortable allowing your young
(grand) child read the piece. Your subsequent answer should serve

(Continued on page 5)

The SCAM sells classified ad space. SCAM members, non-commercial, no
charge. Others: $20 full page; $10 half-page; $5 quarter-page per month, we offer
discounts for multiple insertions, and we can help with layout and design.

Subscriptions: SCAM members, included in dues; others, $10 for 12 issues.
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The Gourmet’s Guide FRACTURED FRENCH © 2009 Art Belefant

I t has been said that a little knowledge is a dangerous thing. I
would like to submit a subset to that remark. A little French can
get you in trouble.

On my first trip to Paris I had only two years of high school
French, just enough to give me the rudiments of French grammar
and a small vocabulary. Using this I visited an elegant restaurant. I
found that on reading the menu there were many items that were
similar enough to the English equivalents that I knew what they
were. Of those that had no English cognates, my French vocabulary
enabled me to translate many of them into English.

One dish that was offered intrigued me -- £é te de veau. My lim-
ited knowledge of French enabled me to translate this as “calf’s
head”. I was not familiar with this dish, either in French or English,
but I knew that culinary terms are not always descriptive but are
sometimes fanciful. There is a Chinese dish, called in English “lion’s
head”. What it is is a hairy-looking meat ball. Sweetbreads are not
sweet nor are they bread -- they are the pancreas of a calf. Rocky
Mountain oysters are calf’s testicles. So, fortified with this knowledge
I ordered it.

In due time the waiter re- SCAM Treasurer’s Report
turned with a large covered

platter. Placing the platter on As of 1/31/2009:

the table he proceeded to un- Account Balance

cover it. On the platter was, you General Fund $864.23

have guessed it, a calf’s head. Post Office Acct. 119.21

Actually, not a whole head but Reserve Fund 2115.84

a half, cut through longitudi- RG Fund 50.00

nally and placed cut side down [ Total Funds Available:

so the eye was looking up at me. $3149.28
I was surprised but not Deposits .

shocked. The menu said “té te Mensa Funding: ~ $188.88

de veau®, T knew that meant Interest Income 0.09

“calf’'s head®, and that is what I | Withdrawals

ordered so I could not return it. Postage 57.64

Actually, I had a good meal out Printing 135.79

of it. I've always liked organ
meats. The brains, tongue,
cheeks, and other meaty parts RG fund to General Fund: $46.65
of the head sufficed for my din-
ner.

Transfers

—Bud Long, Treasurer
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INSIDE THE POCKET PROTECTOR Continued

(Continued from page 3)
as your guide.

The other policy issue is one I have personally instituted. I re-
fer to it as the “no photo” policy. Yes, it’s true. I do not publish
photographs of the author of any work submitted to The SCAM,
even if asked to do so. Why? Here’s an illustration: A few years
ago, a film producer, Michael Moore, was promoting an upcoming
release. As his works are a bit controversial, Moore has his sup-
porters and detractors.

A detractor’s website I visited proclaimed, “Michael Moore is a
big fat idiot!” and went on to describe Moore’s weight of 310-plus
pounds in rather unflattering terms in his apparent effort to con-
vince his audience this was reason enough to discredit the content
of Moore’s films and other works. No doubt, some of his readers
did just that.

In The SCAM, I always encourage you to write on just about
any topic, including controversial ones. I also encourage you to
pass judgment and criticize works that appear between these cov-
ers. By not including photos, I attempt to focus the reader’s atten-
tion to the content of the work rather than other, more superficial
factors.

One final topic: We have a real election! Two candidates are
actively vying for the RVC post currently held by Maggie Truelove
who will be stepping down. Both candidates have submitted writ-
ten statements, published on Pages 6 and 7 in this issue. Please
take the time to read them. Essentially, the RVC is our representa-
tive in American Mensa.

I have an idea. Since AMC sets policy that affects all of us, I'm
sure you have concerns in this regard. So, for the next couple of
issues, if you have a question or concern you’d like answered by
the candidates, please submit your question to me. I will then pre-
sent it to both candidates and publish those answers in an upcom-
ing SCAM. T have presented the first question, in that proverbial
effort to get the ball rolling. My question (and the candidates’ an-
swers) appear on pages 14 and 15. Now it’s your turn. Let’s hear
from you.
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RVC-10 CANDIDATE STATEMENT Mel Dahl

An RVC has three important duties: To shepherd the local
groups, to act as regional administrator, and to resolve disputes.

As of this writing, I have visited 10 of the 12 local groups in this
region, and will visit the remaining two before the end of March. If
elected I will visit every local group at least once a year, not to talk,
but to ask questions and find out what each local group needs. I plan
to cross-pollinate the local groups, taking good ideas from one and
recommending them to others, mindful that what works for one
group may not work for another. I will invite all LocSecs to partici-
pate in a monthly conference call so the LocSecs can pick each other’s
brains and talk to one another about what is happening with their
groups.

I have experience running departments with million dollar budg-
ets. I have served on the board of directors of two international
charities. I'm a former project manager for a Fortune 100 com-
pany. So I have a background in administration as well. And I'm
gifted at enabling difficult personalities to work together.

In the past four years I have served on my local ExCom, edited
The Flame (Central Florida Mensa's newsletter), chaired the by-laws
committee that re-wrote CFM’s by-laws, and proctored. I look for-
ward to continuing to serve the people of Region 10. Any questions or
comments, email me.

Editor’s Note: Mel Dahl’s e-mail is mel.dahl@mindspring.com.

All Bylaws Committee volunteers: Please form an or-
derly line.

ow is the time for all good men to come to the aid of their by-
laws....

Wait a second. Bylaws? Yep. SCAM ordinarily keeps a bylaws
committee on standby in case changes are needed.

Years often pass before a bylaws committee is needed to actually
do something. This won’t be the case in 2009; we will be bringing the
bylaws up to minimum standards soon and would like three brave
volunteers vet them and send them on to National. I can’t imagine

that this will take a huge amount of time. Several hours should do it
(Continued on page 7)
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RVC-10 CANDIDATE STATEMENT Thomas George Thomas

I am Thomas George Thomas, currently serving as Local Sec-
retary of Tampa Bay Mensa. I joined Mensa in 1989 and was an
occasional Mensan until I moved to Florida and joined for good in
2001. T was elected to the Tampa Bay Mensa Executive Committee
in 2004, becoming Editor of the Tampa Bay Sounding in January
2005. While I was Editor, the Sounding won the award for Out-
standing Large Group Newsletter, plus a special award for our direc-
tory (the “Crewe List”). I gave up the Editor position when I was
elected LocSec in 2007. Other positions I have held include Proctor,
Proctor Coordinator, Circulation Officer, and Scholarship Judge, as
well as hosting monthly events in the Tampa Bay area and chairing
the 2007 Regional Gathering. I also served as moderator for the na-
tional Editors e-list for two years from 2006-2008. I became a Life
Member in 2008.

The Regional Vice Chairman should be prepared to support each
of the local groups with any issues they may have, and to do that,
must have as much Mensa experience as possible. The RVC should
also have business experience to bring to the AMC Board of Direc-
tors: I am a 17-year officer with J.P.Morgan, responsible for financial
analysis and pricing strategies in our multi-million dollar corporate
treasuries division.

Editor’s Note: Thomas George Thomas’s e-mail is

fardlebear@aol.com

(Continued from page 6)

for the near term. If we're successful on the first attempt, you might
have nothing more to do for the next few years. Imagine it: Your
name up in lights and no responsibilities.

So if you could serve on the Bylaws Committee, please give
George Patterson a call at 321-777-3721. Or call whomever you like
best on the ExComm. Our names are inside the cover of your SCAM.

Do it for yourself. Do it for SCAM. Do it for the glory.
—Val Valek
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Book: DISCOVERY OF MOTION Paid Advertisement

In mid-twenteth cenmry Thomas Enbn developed a thesis that major

Seremnfic Revolutions, Unversity of Chicage Presz). For example, the
zncients saw daybreak as the sight of our sun rismg majestcally above the
horzon—as do we today. Bur that's not really what we see! Today we
kpow the sun stands stll—it's the earth rotating oo s ads that gives the ap-
pearance of a rising suw. Teday, from a knowledge of imertial mass, gravita-
tians] arracnon, cepripetal and centrifuzal forces, there's po doubt a romting
earth iz the comrect view; monsthaless, our miost namral perceprion is of 3
rizing sun. If however, vou go to the beach at davbreak, vou can (with a
little effort) force wourself to see the sun standing sll and the earth rolling
forward. If you're completely successful you may find this experience
strange. Kubn says looking in the same dwecdon from the szme place we
seg something completaly different. He says it happened when, for exampls,
(Falileo made his discovernes of relative moton or swinging penduloms (and
in every other discovery of this sort throughout history). In every mmporiant
IEM5E WE Iove e 8 new world.

Is this mue” This therme ties Dizcovery of Mogon into a wrfied book, baz
each part along the way deals with interestng aspects of our understanding
as it evelved down throngh hestory.  It's middled with interesting riddles
concerning our understanding of motion, from Zepo's ancient Dichotong o
Bemonlli's theorem (pressure decrsases as fluid wvelocity incresses) to
Einstein's malleable time and space. The book i untgue in that it parallels
these scientific riddles with the evolving philosoplical concepts (relating
prmarly to Eubn's thesis). Wiiken for youmng folks it can be enjoved by almiost
evaryone (of Mensa caliber).

DISCOVERY OF MOTION
An Intreduction to Manral Plolesophy—Part I
[SBI 878-1-834242-08-8 534pp. Hard cower Hlustrated BibliographyfiIndss
53095 (Availsble through Amazon com ef @i}

Althongh written by a Mensan, in truth it was not written specifically
for Mensans. It was written for people with the inferests and mtellect of
Menzans, and for thiz reason we offer a 5% discount fo Mensans (on
direct orders) and free shipping (529 95 out of poclet). Call (321) 264-2200
or email cifpressia citpress.com with contact information—we will call you.

An mdependent review i posted ar
www.midwes thookrevias comsbw angy_07 him fon the soience shelfl

Citrus Press
PO Box 10042
Timswille, Florida 32783
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Space Coast Area Mensa

presents
The Seu.md B.i-A'nnual
Spring Picnic
| ' Sometime in April

10 a.m. to dusk
Paradise Park, Indialantic
(A1A, 1 m1 south of Eau Gallie)

This event will be manned by your ExComm We will reserve a
facilities. Watch this space for final date.

Hot dogs, hamburgers, chups, and sodas will be provided, as well as
plates, cups, utensils, napkms, efc.. There will be no ktty. If you feel
like brmgmg a potluck item to share such as a salad, side, or dessert,
that would be nice. With luck, dogs and burgers will start rollmg off
the grill around noon.

Guests and chnldren are certamly welcome. The location features,
of course, the beach, as well as a very mice chuldren’s playground and
an available volleyball court. There will be cards, dominoes,board
games and other such things as people might be induced to bring.

This event went micely m 2007. How did it get to be 2009 so soon?

If you have some constructive ideas, feel free to contact George
Patterson at GEORGE3141(@CFL RR.COM or 321-777-3721
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MEMBERSHIP NOTES

Welcome to SCAM and Mensa: Welcome to SCAM:

Gregory Ashburn Jeffrey Lineweaver
Anthony Roma Jean O’'Brien
Mark Wright Welcome Back:

Bradley Carlson
Janice Pringle

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

Ist Kathryn Juarez 16th Robert Roth

Znd Joseph Smith 18th Mark Tietig

5th Lennis Bearden 19th Gisela Bahr

5th Stephen Schneider 20th William Daffron III
5th David Terry Sr. 22nd Jack Harris

15th Joseph Cona. 23rd Donald Dalton Jr.
16th Melinda Meers 16th Jenifer Mina

Note: If your birthday is not listed, and you want it to be, please let us know.

ANNOUNCING A NEW SIG!

@ "’éﬁa C))Q<

J oin the Computer Science SIG. Any Computer Science top-
ics from work or school are welcome. To join email Michael
Zielinski at mikez23@aol.com or compscisig@yahoogroups.com.

d
®
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SCAM Calendar of Events for February 2009

1st - Sunday 11:00 AM “MARCH FOOL’S” BRUNCH

Come join us for brunch followed by your favorite games at Terry’s
home in Rockledge.
Kitty is $3.

Contact: Terry, 626-8523, for more details.

4th - Wednesday 5:30 PM EXCOMM MEETING

.This is our monthly business meeting. All members are always wel-

come to attend. This month, it will be held at the home of George Pat-

terson in Indialantic. All members are welcome to attend.
Contact: George, 777-3721, for details.

6th - Friday  7:00 PM GAMES NIGHT

Come join us for your favorite games at Terry’s home in Rockledge.
Kitty is $3.
Contact: Terry, 626-8523, for more details.

21st - Saturday 7:00 PM LASAGNA & GAMES AT GEORGE’'S

George and Barbara will be hosting a party at their home in Indialan-
tic featuring lasagna, soup, salad, and the usual accompaniments,
with games most likely to follow. Kitty §3.

Contact: George, 777-3721, for details.

28th - Saturday 6:00 PM S.N.O.R.T.

Join us for some sushi and tempura at The SCAM’s best attended
event at Miyako’s, 1411 S. Harbor City Blvd. (US#1) in Melbourne.

Contact: George Patterson, 777-3721.

Your Event Here! ATTENTION SCAM MEMBERS!

Do you have a great idea for that perfect event? Do you have the urge,
even the desire to socialize with other Mensans, but simply do not
want to use the extra gasoline? Why not host that event in your own
home? If this sounds good to you, contact our Calendar Coordinator
today. You'll be glad you did. Info on Page Two.
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ASK THE CANDIDATES RVC Region 10 Election

(Continued from page 15)
never discover firsthand how wrong these perceptions (usually)
are.

I think Russ’s point goes to the oft-forgotten purposes out-
lined in the Mensa Constitution: To identify and foster human
intelligence for the benefit of humanity; to encourage research
into the nature, characteristics, and uses of intelligence; and to
provide a stimulating intellectual and social environment for its
members. Most of the promotion, local group activity and discus-
sion centers around the second half of the third pillar: a social en-
vironment. But we aren’t generally recognized or perceived as
pursuing the first two aspects. We identify human intelligence,
but by scoring tests for prospects, and we do it not for the benefit
of humanity but so we'll have more members to talk with. The
Mensa Foundation is the arm by which we address the second pil-
lar, but the Mensa Research Journal primarily reprints research
done outside of Mensa, and the actual work of the Foundation is
unknown to most people. And while local groups sometimes at-
tempt to provide stimulating intellectual environments through
speaker nights, these tend to be less well attended than games
nights or dining events.

The social aspect is very important, and should not be dis-
counted. I would not change this, because it is what keeps Mensa
viable among its current membership. But to attract and main-
tain members who are less social, or already have an active social
life and are looking to Mensa for something else, we need to find
ways to balance that aspect with the intellectual claims of the or-
ganization. Otherwise it is hard to make a case for the sole quali-
fying requirement for joining Mensa. We are smart people, and
we want to make it clear that it is GOOD to be smart, and that
intelligence offers benefits to others. If we do that, we may be
able to reduce the perception promulgated through the popular
media that intelligent people are insular and out of touch with
the rest of society.
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