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ExCommunication
Minutes of the ExComm Meeting.

T

he ExComm met at the home of George Patterson on Wednesday, January 6, 2010. Called to order at 5:47 pm by LocSec
George Patterson.
Members present: George Patterson, Karen Freiberg, Bud Long, and
Terry Valek. Joe Smith was unable to attend.
Welcome Guests: Doug Starke and Dennis Logan
Minutes for the December 2, 2009 meeting were approved as
published in the January 2010 SCAM.
Officer Reports:

HANK RHODES

SCAM Bylaws Committee
MICHAEL MOAKLEY

MensaTest@cfl.rr.com

editor@scam.us.mensa.org

LocSec: George reminded us that once again we need to appoint
a NomElCom to manage the 2010 ExComm election, the schedule of
which is: ballot in the May Scam and candidates statements (we didn't have any last year) in the April issue, which goes to press on
March 10. It is hoped that last years committee can be rerecruited.
Also it would be nice if someone besides the current ExComm members were running.

Membership

Publicity Committee Chair
GEORGE PATTERSON

Treasurer: Bud submitted the Treasurer's Reports for December
which showed a final balance of $3,041.30.

RG Committee Chair

SCAM Appointees
Proctor Coordinator

KAREN FREIBERG
Membership@scam.us.mensa.org

S.I.G.H.T.

Editorial Staff

Testing: No testing was conducted in December.
Mediator
MICHAEL MOAKLEY
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Sight@scam.us.mensa.org
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RG Report: Bud reported that the name settled on for the RG is
SCAM-O-WEEN, with a sub-title, or theme, for purposes of decor
and costume party theme, of Back to the Future. He noted that a notice in the January SCAM asking for name suggestions was out of
date. He would supply a current flyer for the February issue. A Paypal account has been established so people can register and pay
online. He also noted that the weekend of the RG features an airshow at Cocoa Beach which can be treated as a feature of the RG.
Publicity: George reported that he has looked into the Publicity
handbook that National distributes and found no suggestions for
publicity flyers. They are mostly concerned with press releases for
events. Our current task is to develope and distribute a flyer, to be
placed in libraries, campuses, and other such places, which briefly
describes who we are (most prospectives are aware of our existance)
and invites them to make contact. A request has been sent out to the
LocSecs of the other 10 Florida groups asking if they have used local
(Continued on page 21)
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THE TENTH STORY

Mel Dahl, RVC-10

A

s I talk to local group leaders throughout the region, one
recurring theme is the difficulty finding volunteers. There are several groups in Region 10 that are held together through the efforts of one or two or five people that
would be badly hurt if any or all of those one or five people
were no longer able or willing to run the local group any more.
Everything that happens in Mensa, from our annual AGs
to the monthly local group potluck, happens because somebody
makes it happen. If there are no volunteers, there are no
events. So if you haven’t found a way to be involved in your
local group, I would urge you to consider volunteering. Your
LocSec will have no trouble finding a spot for you, I promise.
There’s another reason to volunteer, and that is that it’s
fun, satisfying, and a great way to meet other members. I occasionally hear from people who write to tell me that they
haven’t gotten anything out of their Mensa membership. When I ask them how they’ve gotten involved in the organization -- what volunteering they’ve done, what events
they’ve attended, whether they’ve offered to host a potluck -inevitably I find that they really haven’t made any effort to be
involved at all. In Mensa, as in life, you get out of it what you
put into it.
So if you are already one of our volunteers, many thanks
for the great job. If you’re not, make 2010 the year in which
you play an active role in your local group.
Until next month,
Mel Dahl
RVC-10
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All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please allow extra time for mailed submissions, which may be typed or legibly handwritten. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e-mail. They may be in
e-mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be sent to
the Editor, whose contact information appears on Page 2.

Inside the Pocket Protector

Mike Moakley, Editor

L

ast month, in this column, I posed the question asking what
would the future be like. So far, I’ve had no takers. Part of
that question dealt with the future of Mensa, and even SCAM.
By the time you read this, you will no doubt have noticed that,
in the January issue of the Mensa Bulletin, our fearless leaders
have been promoting the concept of volunteerism. In this issue’s
“The Tenth Story”, you will find that our RVC, Mel Dahl, touches
on this theme as well.
It is not my intent here to use my editorial space to pound the
theme of volunteerism into anyone’s heads. I’m sure you already
know we cannot exist without volunteers. I also know from life’s
experience that everyone’s situation is unique and that not everyone’s time and resources allow for much involvement in a group
such as ours.
Yet, what is inescapable is the fact that you will only get out of
Mensa what you put into it. So, I will pose two questions: (1) What
do you wish to get out of Mensa, and particularly, SCAM? And (2)
What do you envision is the future of SCAM? My own observation
on this latter question is that our future is as yet unwritten.
Our future truly lies in your hands.

The SCAM sells classified ad space. SCAM members, non-commercial, no
charge. Others: $20 full page; $10 half-page; $5 quarter-page per month, we offer
discounts for multiple insertions, and we can help with layout and design.

Subscriptions: SCAM members, included in dues; others, $10 for 12 issues.
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The LocSection

WATCH THIS SPACE

George Patterson

I

figured it out. I can now function in the Facebook world
with reasonable facility. Can I pass this knowledge on to you?
Yes, but I imagine that only a couple of readers are interested in
being so instructed, and rather than waste this space and expend
the effort of creating a somewhat useful tutorial, let me invite
anyone interested to call me (see inside front cover) and I can
talk them through the process. To cover some old ground –why
Facebook? Because its their. ;-)
SCAM has a very nice website with a calendar of events and
we also provide an email reminder service, so why a Facebook
presence. At an RG I attended last year a good presentation was
made on social networking –which is what Facebook is. It also
mentioned blogging, Linked In, and Twitter as other useful
forms. But we don’t need (as a Mensa group) more networking or
communication. At least not the vehicles for it. In the world of
“push/pull” internet communication, the email reminders “push”
the info to anyone who wants it (and asks for it) and the website
is a good source from which people can “pull” info on events. If
you are not getting email reminders, and you want them, contact
me by phone or email.
The purpose of having a Facebook site is so we can easily
conduct discussions of topics of interest in our group. I have always felt that one of the main purposes of a Mensa organization
is to provide a way for people to get together and talk about
things that interest Mensans. We had two interesting gettogethers a year or so ago at which several people discoursed on
their views of the world. All present seemed to find the meetings
interesting, but the enterprise died on the vine.
We have regressed to occasional dining out and games nights.
The grand plan here is to get the camels nose into the tent.
Where did that come from?? Thinking of the current health bill
debates, I feel that if we can get a communication operation going, no matter how cheesy it is, we can always tweak it into
something better, as we learn how it functions. If we can open
some discussions that members can easily access and contribute
to we may be able to induce some of the inactives to become more
involved.
It is so much easier to throw in your two cents to an online

(Continued from page 20)

Obama nominee, was thoroughly questioned prior to being approved for her Supreme Court appointment. On the other hand,
former President Bush and his Republican allies insisted on “Upor-Down Votes” on Bush’s nominees.
Finally, we have the question on “Employees Free Choice Act
(EFCA)”, which provides that the union, rather than the employer,
to choose whether to utilize a “card check” process or utilize a secret ballot process. Both options are already available under current law, and if EFCA ever passes, both will continue to be available. What the law changes is, instead of management choosing
the process, the union does. How does this remove a right held by
the employee?
Yet, the most important issue in discussing these “surveys” is
this. Bill Posey is not a candidate, but a duly elected member of
the House of Representatives. As such, he is supposed to be representing all of us, regardless of party affiliation or how we voted.
Moreover, even if Posey never serves another term, he will be voting on these issues this year. His current term does not expire until 2011. Why, then, does he only seek the views of his supporters?
Do the rest of his constituents not matter to him?
In summary, why do our conservative brethren seem to accept
anything offered them without checking any of the facts? Surely,
conservatives are no more gullible than the rest of us…or is that
really the case? Is it possible there is something to the term
“Faith-based”?

EXCOMMUNICATION

Continued

(Continued from page 23)

flyers for recruiting, and if so, could they send us a copy. George expects to have something for our perusal at the next meeting.
Old Business: There was no old business.
New Business: There was no new business.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:05. Next meeting will be at
George Patterson’s house at 301 Sand Pine Rd., Indialantic on
Wednesday, February 3, 2010 at 5:30 pm.

(Continued on page 16)
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The Gourmet’s Guide

(Continued from page 19)

A larger issue is, if one is unable to discern true cases from cases
that are fabrications, how could one discern whether a given legal
issue was, indeed, a frivolous one?
Let’s not stop with e-mail hoaxes. It seems some of our elected
officials are anxious to get into the act. Freshman Representative
Bill Posey will occasionally send out “questionnaires” to registered
Republicans in his district that are worded in such a way as to
elicit the response that support Posey’s positions on the issues addressed. Below are just a few sample questions from his latest iteration:
“2010 Obama Agenda Survey”:
“Do you agree with Barack Obama and the Democrats that taxes
should be raised for the sake of ‘fairness,’ regardless of the negative impact it is likely to have on the economy?”
“Do you believe the federal government has gone too far in bailing out failing banks, insurance companies and the auto industry?”
“Do you believe that Barack Obama’s nominees for federal courts
should be immediately and unquestionably approved for their
lifetime appointments by the U. S. Senate?”
“Do you support Democrats’ drive to eliminate workers’ right to a
private ballot when considering unionization of their place of employment?”

Now, let’s take a closer look at these “questions”.
The first one, dealing with taxes, makes the statement that
increased taxes will likely hurt our economy. Moreover, the wording of the question implies that “fairness” dictates that everyone
would face a tax increase. In the real world, some proposals do exist calling for our wealthier citizens to pay more taxes, mostly by
rolling back the Bush tax cuts which, to date, are still in place. I
have my own question: If lower taxes equate to a more robust
economy, why is our economy now in its present sorry state?
The next question deals with bailouts. I wonder how many respondents will remember that the bailouts were instituted in
2008, during the Bush Administration?
Then we have the question of judicial nominees. Again, how
short is our memory? On one hand, Justice Sonia Sotomayor, an

TABLE SERVICE

© 2010 Art Belefant

H

ave you noticed the diminution of table service in restaurants in the past several years? Even the best restaurants are
failing to provide the kind of fine detailed waiter service previously
expected. The servers are either not properly trained or they do not
care to give the kind of service expected of them. Management also
does not seem to care to train their servers.
In the better “white table cloth” restaurants one would have expected, at least, to have one’s water glass filled promptly, to have
one’s dishes presented from the left and cleared from the right, to
see that the bread dish is always filled, and such other necessities
observed. Once, on an elegant cruise e ship, a waiter passed a dish
to me across Rita’s place in front of her face. When waiters now correctly serve in restaurants I am (pleasantly) surprised.
It is not always the servers’ fault. Do you always observe the
custom of placing your knife, fork, and spoon in 4:00 o’clock position
on you plate when you are finished with that course? That is to signal the server that you are done with that dish so he or she need not
ask you when to remove the plate.
But do not be dismayed. Soon the whole server problem will be
obviated by the elimination of servers. How so?
In a recent article in “Central Florida Business” an article described a new technology in use in Applebee’s. With this technology,
a call button is on each table. When the diner wants some waiter
service, he or she presses the button and that calls the server to the
table. The diner then tells the server what service is desired, more
water, rolls, or butter, pick up the empty plates, take the order for
dessert, etc.
After Applebee’s, and many other restaurants, install this technology, it will become an accepted method of notifying servers that
service is wanted. Management then “in order to provide our customers with more efficient service“ will state that servers will be at
your table only when you call them. This will reduce the time
wasted by servers circulating to see if a customer needs anything,
thus allowing management to reduce the number of servers in the
restaurant, to management’s profit.
Once customers get used to not having the server at the table for
service, why have the server take your order? You know how ineffi(Continued on page 6)

(Continued on page 21)
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From the Village Idiot:

(Continued from page 5)

cient it is to have the server stand at the table while the guests mull
over and discuss what to order. Thus, the next step will be to automate the menu. A touch screen at your table will display the menu
and a touch will send your order to the kitchen. This is already partially done in the Stinking Rose in San Francisco. There, the waiter
takes your order but relays it to the kitchen by wireless telephone,
eliminating several trips to and
form the kitchen. Then the
SCAM Treasurer’s Report
server picks up your order when
he is notified by the wireless tele- As of 12/31/2009:
phone that it is ready and delivAccount
Balance
ers it to your table. You may
General Fund
$558.50
think that this is the end of the
Post Office Acct.
99.78
progression of less and less serReserve Fund
2116.78
vice, but no.
RG Fund
266.24
In the next iteration, after
placing your order remotely, you
will be notified on your touch
screen that your order is ready in
the kitchen and you will be directed to a hot-plate counter to
pick it up. Servers will be eliminated. Think of the benefit to
management. Yet, that is still
not the end of this high-tech progression.

Total Funds Available:
$3041.30
Deposits
Mensa Funding: $176.14
Interest Income
0.09
RG Income
116.24
Withdrawals
Postage
Printing
Testing Fee

54.33
137.16
40.00

—Bud Long, Treasurer
Under the guise of security
and efficiency, your bill will be
displayed on the touch screen for
you to pay by swiping your credit card on the touch screen device -and don’t forget to add a tip!

GULLIBLE?

©2010 Mike Moakley

T

hanks to family and colleagues, I have had no shortage of
insight into the information shared by some social conservatives with whom they consider to be like-minded individuals. At
the top of my list is the seeming never-ending stream of e-mails
on various “hot button” issues. Here are a couple of examples:
One such e-mail that was forwarded to me was about an upcoming dollar coin. The original sender advised that these new
coins, due to arrive in circulation soon, would not sport the familiar motto, “In God We Trust”. The message urged that we show
our support for our country’s “Christian Heritage” by refusing
those coins when they are distributed by the Post Office (typically
where one might see newly-issued coins first). To emphasize the
importance of this issue, this was done in a bold, colorful typeface
so one needs to scroll to get the full message.
A quick check with Snopes.com indicates the e-mail was a
hoax. Even if one chose not to trust Snopes, it is a simple matter
to learn the history of the “In God We Trust” motto. Here is the
quick version: Circa 1864, legislation was passed to require all U.
S. coins to bear the “In God We Trust” motto. In the 1930s, legislation was passed requiring all our currency (paper money) to bear
the same motto. Both pieces of legislation remain in full effect.
Therefore, it is illegal to mint any U. S. money without “In God
We Trust” on it. Case closed.
Another e-mail, this one originated by a supporter of “tort reform” listed eight allegedly frivolous lawsuits where, in each case,
the plaintiff won jury awards of several million dollars. Of course,
the first case listed was Stella Liebeck vs. McDonald’s (the nowinfamous “hot coffee” case). While it is true the jury awarded several million in that case, the writer failed to mention the trial
judge immediately threw out that award. Moreover, on appeal,
the award was further reduced until the final amount barely covered the plaintiff’s legal and medical costs.
In the e-mail, the Liebeck case has the distinction of being the
only real case cited. The other seven “lawsuits” were complete fabrications. This leads me to the obvious question: If frivolous lawsuits were really plaguing our courts, why not cite some actual
cases instead of resorting to fabricating cases to make this point?
(Continued on page 20)
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(Continued from page 17)

present national disasters.
To you first I address a subject that must be agitated.

As a result, Secretary Chase instructed James Pollock, Director of the Mint at Philadelphia, to prepare a motto, in a letter
dated November 20, 1861.
It was found that the Act of Congress dated January 18, 1837,
prescribed the mottoes and devices that should be placed upon the
coins of the United States. This meant that the mint could make no
changes without the enactment of additional legislation by the
Congress.
The Congress passed the Act of April 22, 1864. This legislation
changed the composition of the one-cent coin and authorized the
minting of the two-cent coin. The Mint Director was directed to
develop the designs for these coins for final approval of the Secretary. IN GOD WE TRUST first appeared on the 1864 two-cent
coin.
Another Act of Congress passed on March 3, 1865. It allowed
the Mint Director, with the Secretary's approval, to place the motto
on all gold and silver coins that "shall admit the inscription
thereon." Under the Act, the motto was placed on the gold double-eagle coin, the gold eagle coin, and the gold half-eagle
coin. It was also placed on the silver dollar coin, the half-dollar
coin and the quarter-dollar coin, and on the nickel three-cent
coin beginning in 1866. Later, Congress passed the Coinage Act of
February 12, 1873. It also said that the Secretary “may cause the
motto IN GOD WE TRUST to be inscribed on such coins as shall
admit of such motto.”
The motto has been in continuous use on the one-cent coin
since 1909, and on the ten-cent coin since 1916. It also has appeared on all gold coins and silver dollar coins, half-dollar
coins, and quarter-dollar coins struck since July 1, 1908.
A law passed by the 84th Congress (P.L. 84-140) and approved
by the President on July 30, 1956, the President approved a Joint
Resolution of the 84th Congress, declaring IN GOD WE TRUST
the national motto of the United States. IN GOD WE TRUST was
first used on paper money in 1957, when it appeared on the onedollar silver certificate.

My Summer Vacation:

©2010 The George

STATE OF THE UNION

O

ne of the popular items making the internet rounds recently
is an article by Charlie Reese, former columnist for
the Orlando Sentinel Newspaper, 1971-2001, and a journalist for 49
years. This article, called “Looking for Someone to Blame? Congress
Is a Good Place to Start,” originally appeared in the 7 March 1995
edition of the Orlando Sentinel, and was updated with some topical
political references to make it current.
Politicians are the only people in the world who create problems and
then campaign against them.
Have you ever wondered, if both the Democrats and the Republicans
are against deficits, WHY do we have deficits?
Have you ever wondered, if all the politicians are against inflation
and high taxes, WHY do we have inflation and high taxes?
You and I don’t propose a federal budget. The president does.
You and I don’t have the Constitutional authority to vote on appropriations. The House of Representatives does.
You and I don’t write the tax code, Congress does.
You and I don’t set fiscal policy, Congress does.
You and I don’t control monetary policy, the Federal Reserve Bank
does.
One hundred senators, 435 congressmen, one president, and nine Supreme Court justices equates to 545 human beings out of the 300 million are directly, legally, morally, and individually responsible for
the domestic problems that plague this country.
I excluded the members of the Federal Reserve Board because that
problem was created by the Congress. In 1913, Congress delegated its
Constitutional duty to provide a sound currency to a federally chartered, but private, central bank.
I excluded all the special interests and lobbyists for a sound reason.
They have no legal authority. They have no ability to coerce a senator,
a congressman, or a president to do one cotton-picking thing. I don’t
care if they offer a politician $1 million dollars in cash. The politician has the power to accept or reject it. No matter what the lobbyist
promises, it is the legislator’s responsibility to determine how he
votes.
(Continued on page 8)
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Fact Sheet: Currency and Coins

(Continued from page 7)

Those 545 human beings spend much of their energy convincing you
that what they did is not their fault. They cooperate in this common
con regardless of party.
What separates a politician from a normal human being is an excessive amount of gall. No normal human being would have the gall of a
Speaker, who stood up and criticized the President for creating deficits. The president can only propose a budget. He cannot force the
Congress to accept it.
The Constitution, which is the supreme law of the land, gives sole responsibility to the House of Representatives for originating and approving appropriations and taxes. Who is the speaker of the House?
Nancy Pelosi. She is the leader of the majority party. She and fellow
House members, not the president, can approve any budget they
want. If the president vetoes it, they can pass it over his veto if they
agree to.
It seems inconceivable to me that a nation of 300 million cannot replace 545 people who stand convicted -- by present facts -- of incompetence and irresponsibility. I can’t think of a single domestic problem
that is not traceable directly to those 545 people. When you fully
grasp the plain truth that 545 people exercise the power of the federal
government, then it must follow that what exists is what they want to
exist.
If the tax code is unfair, it’s because they want it unfair.
If the budget is in the red, it’s because they want it in the red.
If the Army & Marines are in IRAQ, it's because they want them
in IRAQ.
If they do not receive social security but are on an elite retirement
plan not available to the people, it’s because they want it that way.
There are no insoluble government problems.
Do not let these 545 people shift the blame to bureaucrats, whom they
hire and whose jobs they can abolish; to lobbyists, whose gifts and
advice they can reject; to regulators, to whom they give the power to
regulate and from whom they can take this power. Above all, do not
let them con you into the belief that there exists disembodied mystical
forces like “the economy,” “inflation,” or “politics” that prevent them
from doing what they take an oath to do.
Those 545 people, and they alone, are responsible.

HISTORY OF
“IN GOD WE TRUST”

U.S. Treasury

The following is an excerpt from the website of the U.S. Department of the Treasury. It is included here as a supplement to the
monthly article from the Village Idiot, “Gullible?”, which immediately follows. The entire fact sheet may be read by using the following link: http://www.ustreas.gov/education/fact-sheets/
currency/in-god-we-trust.shtml.

T

he motto IN GOD WE TRUST was placed on United States
coins largely because of the increased religious sentiment existing during the Civil War. Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P.
Chase received many appeals from devout persons throughout
the country, urging that the United States recognize the Deity on
United States coins. From Treasury Department records, it appears that the first such appeal came in a letter dated November
13, 1861. It was written to Secretary Chase by Rev. M. R. Watkinson, Minister of the Gospel from Ridleyville, Pennsylvania, and
read:
Dear Sir: You are about to submit your annual report to the
Congress respecting the affairs of the national finances.
One fact touching our currency has hitherto been seriously
overlooked. I mean the recognition of the Almighty God in
some form on our coins.
You are probably a Christian. What if our Republic were not
shattered beyond reconstruction? Would not the antiquaries of
succeeding centuries rightly reason from our past that we were
a heathen nation? What I propose is that instead of the goddess of liberty we shall have next inside the 13 stars a ring inscribed with the words PERPETUAL UNION; within the ring
the allseeing eye, crowned with a halo; beneath this eye the
American flag, bearing in its field stars equal to the number of
the States united; in the folds of the bars the words GOD, LIBERTY, LAW.
This would make a beautiful coin, to which no possible citizen
could object. This would relieve us from the ignominy of heathenism. This would place us openly under the Divine protection we have personally claimed. From my hearth I have felt
our national shame in disowning God as not the least of our
(Continued on page 18)

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 15)

(Continued from page 8)

Abortion, like it or not, is a legal activity. As such, providers are entitled to the same legal protections as anyone else.
But if Roeder’s defense should succeed, why stop at abortion
killings?

They, and they alone, have the power.

Could an assassin use the same defense if, say, he believes
President Obama’s continued presence in office is an imminent
danger to innocent citizens of Afghanistan? What if a radical
creationist believes teaching evolution will lead young students
on the path to Hell?
How much of a stretch would it be that one day it might be
argued that prosecutions of killings of this nature are unconstitutional under the First Amendment by interfering with the
killer’s free exercise of religion? It is a dangerous path.

They, and they alone, should be held accountable by the people who
are their bosses.
Provided the voters have the gumption to manage their own employees.
We should vote all of them out of office and clean up their mess!
Reese reflects on what seems to be the prevailing feeling in our
country. More unhappy Americans are grumbling about the state of
just about everything than I can remember ever having grumbled
before. Even during the Carter, Clinton, or Dubya dynasties.
Under Dubya’s regime, we went from the largest surplus in this
nation’s history to the largest debt, virtually isolated ourselves from
the rest of the world, invaded a sovereign nation without cause,
and – despite our highly touted intelligence capabilities and sophisticated, state-of-the-art technology – failed to locate the most hated
and sought-after evil-doer in modern history.
So Obama comes in with the promise of “It’s Time for a Change.”
He’s going to get us out of Iraq, shut down Guantanamo, find us
some new jobs, provide health care for the masses, and restore our
good name around the world.

The LocSection

WATCH THIS SPACE!

Continued

(Continued from page 4)

discussion than to actually go somewhere to do it. Plus, folks are
less likely to come to blows in textual exchanges, particularly if
they read what they have written before they send it. So far, no
discussions are under way, but I will try to start several before
this issue hits the news-stands.

Now, I didn’t vote for this Obama fellow, but he seemed like a
nice enough guy with a good looking family, and I really liked the
“Yes We Can” video on YouTube and I figured, what the hell, he
couldn’t be any worse than Dubya was. Now I’m beginning to wonder
if maybe I figured wrong.
We’re still in Iraq, he’s still going to shut down Guantanamo, his
health care plan is creating more divisiveness than ever before (even
among his supporters!), and our “good name” seems to be “The Great
Apologizer.”
And jobs? January 8, 2010 (CNNMoney.com):
Still, the government reported a loss of 85,000 jobs in
December -- much worse than expected. Economists
surveyed by Briefing.com had expected no net gain or
loss in payrolls in December. The economy has lost 7.2
million jobs since the start of 2008.
Meanwhile, we’re handing out big, big bucks to shore up various
(Continued on page 10)
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My $0.02 Worth:

(Continued from page 9)

enterprises with proven failed track records.
The Troubled Asset Relief Program, commonly referred to as
TARP, allows the Treasury to purchase illiquid, difficult-to-value assets from banks and other financial institutions. The U.S. Treasury
will likely lose money on TARP, though the Obama administration is
expected to announce soon that losses will be $200 billion less than
initially expected [CNN, Tuesday, December 9, 2009].
That’s losses will be $200 billion, with a “B,” less than expected!
What in the world did they expect? And why – oh, why? – would anyone want to invest in an enterprise that is expected to lose more than
$200 billion (still with a “B”!)?
Of course, this is from the folks who bring you the new United
States of General Motors Co.
GM forgets how to build good cars and make profits, and then
goes running for a handout from Uncle. In a fit of rare wisdom, the
gummint says “No.” But then, instead of letting nature take its
course to fill the vacuum that GM would leave, Uncle turns right
around and sez “Now we’s gonna run GM!” Holy Mother of Jumping
Cows… what does the United States government know about making
cars?
We need universal health care in this country. There’s no reason
why any American shouldn’t have access to necessary medical support. Other countries seem to be able to manage successful health
care programs for their citizens. Shucks, if Canada can do it…

PRECEDENT?

Charles M. Knight

I

t is not too often that I respond to other articles in The
SCAM. Yet, this month is one of those occasions. Last
month, our esteemed Editor wrote about the never-ending
abortion controversy. He created a scenario where two exceptions of the “right to life” could possibly be denied their right to
live based on the circumstances of their conception. There is,
however, something Moakley left out.
It seems that, last May, one Dr. George Tiller, an abortion
provider in Kansas, was brutally gunned down by anti-abortion
activist Scott Roeder at church. Roeder is now on trial for the
murder of Dr. Tiller. I found this out while checking my emails, when I noticed a Yahoo! News article on the subject. According to that article, it seems the case has taken a rather
strange twist.
According to the opening paragraph: “A Kansas judge’s decision to allow a confessed killer to argue that he believes the
slaying of one of the nation’s few late-term abortion providers
was a justified act aimed at saving unborn children has upended what most expected to be an open-and-shut first-degree
murder case.”
The article also states, “The facts of the case are not in dispute: On a balmy Sunday morning, Roeder got up from a pew at
Wichita’s reformation Lutheran Church at the start of services
and walked to the foyer, where Tiller and a fellow usher were
chatting. Wordlessly, he pressed the barrel of a .22-caliber
handgun to Tiller’s forehead and pulled the trigger.”

So what happens? Someone comes up with a pretty good idea.
He’s from this side of the aisle. Immediately, all the other kids on
that à side of the aisle start jumping up and down and yelling “That
idea sucks and it won’t work and we won’t vote for it.” So the fellows
from that à side of the isle come up with a different idea, also pretty
good. Right away, all the kids on ß this side of the aisle start jumping
up and down yelling “That’s a stupid idea and it will cost 87 gazillion
dollars and we’ll be worse off than we are now.”

The defense asserts that Roeder is guilty only of voluntary
manslaughter, which Kansas law defines as “an unreasonable
but honest belief that circumstances existed that justified
deadly force.” The trial is still pending as of this writing.

Pretty soon, the kids on both sides of the aisle are jumping up
and down just for the sake of jumping up and down while the country
looks on in horror wondering what happened to the idea of trying to
come up with a health plan. Meanwhile, the lobbyists are having a
field day with adverts on the telly informing us that if this health
plan is adopted, it will mean the government will be able to bump off

The argument, on its face, does not hold water. Dr. Tiller
was not performing an abortion at the time, as both men were
in church. Thus, there was no imminent danger at the time to
any unborn child. Here is the issue: If Roeder successfully argues that his act was, instead of murder, voluntary manslaughter, his case sets a very dangerous precedent.

(Continued on page 11)

(Continued on page 16)
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STATE OF THE UNION

Continued

(Continued from page 11)

A congressman collects a salary while in office and receives no
pay when they are out of office.
3. Congress (past, present & future) participates in Social Security:
A. All funds in the Congressional retirement fund moves to
the Social Security system immediately.
B. All future funds flow into the Social Security system, Congress participates with the American people.
4. Congress can purchase their own retirement plan just as all
Americans.
5. Congress will no longer vote themselves a pay raise. Congressional pay will rise by the lower of CPI or 3%.
6. Congress loses their current health care system and participates in the same health care system as the American people.
7. Congress must equally abide by all laws they impose on the
American people.
8. All contracts with past and present congressmen are void effective 1/1/2011.
Serving in Congress is an honor, not a career. The Founding Fathers envisioned citizen legislators serving their term(s), then going home and back to work.
The more I think about it the more I’m inclined to agree with the
Reese article and the proposed Congressional Reform Act of 2010.
These folks are supposed to be representing our best interests.
They’re supposed to be doing what’s right for this country. Seems to
me if our elected officials won’t do what we want them to do, we
should un-elect them. Doesn’t take a rocket scientist…

The George

(Continued from page 10)

Crazy Old Aunt Nelly with the newly-formed Medical Death Squads
or that, instead of weeks, you will have to wait an average of 87
years to see a doctor to get that urgently needed brain transplant
you’ve been waiting for. Nobody is looking at any of the benefits; instead, they’re all nitpicking the details and exceptions.
Meanwhile, estimates for the cost of this health care plan that no
one can agree on, is in excess of one trillion (that’s right, boys and
girls, TRILLION) dollars of American coin of the realm moneys!
Now I’m neither an economist nor a health care professional and
I don’t play either on TV, but I just don’t understand why they have
to invest more money than there is in the known universe on a completely new, unproven system when they have a system in place that
already works: Medicare. Okay, it’s not perfect and it doesn’t cover
everyone, but it seems to me it’d be a whole lot easier to expand and
fix what we got than to start from scratch.
According to the December 2009 AARP Bulletin, “Fraud perpetrated against health plans cost between $72 [billion] and $220 annually.” So, if we just get the bastards who are stealing money from
the programs and use that to fund some of the expansion, there’s a
big bite out of the projected trillion+ dollars already. See? It’s really
pretty simple.
January 8, 2010 (CNN):
Polls show a detectable amount of angst among many
Americans over the cost of health care reform, government bailouts and other massive expenditures.
Surprise! This administration is spending money as if it had
daddy’s credit card. Only it doesn’t. And who is going to pay for bailouts, health care, Iraq, Afghanistan? One guess. Yup, you and me,
boys and girls. And our children. And grandchildren. And probably
several generations more.
No wonder also currently making the Internet rounds is this Proposed Congressional Reform Act of 2010:
1.

Term Limits: 12 years only, one of the possible options below:
A. Two Six year Senate terms
B. Six Two year House terms
C. One Six year Senate term and three Two Year House terms

2. No Tenure / No Pension:
(Continued on page 14)
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SCAM Calendar of Events for February 2010
3rd - Wednesday

5:30 PM

EXCOMM MEETING

This is our monthly business meeting. All members are always welcome to attend. This month, it will be held at the home of George Patterson in Indialantic.
Contact: George, 777-3721, for details.
27th - Saturday

6:00 PM

Contact: George, 777-3721.

ATTENTION SCAM MEMBERS!

Every effort is made to bring to you an accurate up-to-date Calendar
of Events. However, last minute changes can and do occur past newsletter deadline. For up-to-date info, visit spacecoast.us.mensa.org
and click on “Calendar”. Also, we are putting together a current email notification list of all members who wish to be kept up-to-date
on our activities. If you wish to be included, please contact George
Patterson at 777-3721 or George3141@cfl.rr.com.
Your Event Here!

WELCOME TO SCAM AND MENSA
Nicholas Staton
Jason Paschal
Brandon Bailer

SNORT

Join us for some sushi and tempura at The SCAM’s best attended
event at Miyako’s, 1411 S. Harbor City Blvd. (US#1) in Melbourne.

Calendar Updates

Membership Notes for February 2010

ATTENTION SCAM MEMBERS!

Do you have a great idea for that perfect event? Do you have the urge,
even the desire to socialize with other Mensans, but simply do not
want to use the extra gasoline? Why not host that event in your own
home? If this sounds good to you, contact our Calendar Coordinator
today. You’ll be glad you did. Info on Page Two.

WELCOME BACK!
Robert Goodrow
Herbert Wasserman
Kirk Wooten

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
4th
7th
11th
14th
17th
17th

Dana Stetser
Heather Howard
Michael Moakley
Wynn Rostek
Robert Champion Jr.
Robert Lipton

IN MEMORIAM
Boyd Smart

The “Fine Print” for Calendar Events:

Of CABAGEs and Coffee:
(Our Regular Events)
C.A.B.A.G.E.: Every Monday at Books-A-Million, Merritt Square Mall
6 p.m.
Host: Karen Freiberg, 633-1636
SCRABBLE: Every Tues. at Books-A-Million, Post Commons, Melbourne, at
12 noon.
GO!:

Every Sunday at Books-A-Million, Post Commons, Melbourne.
Host: George Lebovitz, 259-3070, rokkitsci@cfl.rr.com

Membership in American Mensa, Ltd. makes you eligible to attend SCAM social
functions. Escorted and invited guests of a member or host are welcome. Adult
family members of Mensans are encouraged to participate in SCAM activities, as
are well behaved children. However, attendance at any social function in a
private home is subject to the hospitality of the host. Compliance with published
house rules is required, and “Kitty” payment is not optional. As a courtesy,
notify the host if you plan to attend. Announced hosts should attend their events
or arrange for a stand-in if unable. When reservations are required, you may not
be able to participate if you fail to call.
S-Smoking; NS- No Smoking; SS-Separate Smoking Area; P-Pets in the home;
NP-No Pets present; BYO_-Bring Your Own: _Snacks, _Drinks, _Everything.
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STATE OF THE UNION

Continued

(Continued from page 11)

A congressman collects a salary while in office and receives no
pay when they are out of office.
3. Congress (past, present & future) participates in Social Security:
A. All funds in the Congressional retirement fund moves to
the Social Security system immediately.
B. All future funds flow into the Social Security system, Congress participates with the American people.
4. Congress can purchase their own retirement plan just as all
Americans.
5. Congress will no longer vote themselves a pay raise. Congressional pay will rise by the lower of CPI or 3%.
6. Congress loses their current health care system and participates in the same health care system as the American people.
7. Congress must equally abide by all laws they impose on the
American people.
8. All contracts with past and present congressmen are void effective 1/1/2011.
Serving in Congress is an honor, not a career. The Founding Fathers envisioned citizen legislators serving their term(s), then going home and back to work.
The more I think about it the more I’m inclined to agree with the
Reese article and the proposed Congressional Reform Act of 2010.
These folks are supposed to be representing our best interests.
They’re supposed to be doing what’s right for this country. Seems to
me if our elected officials won’t do what we want them to do, we
should un-elect them. Doesn’t take a rocket scientist…

The George

(Continued from page 10)

Crazy Old Aunt Nelly with the newly-formed Medical Death Squads
or that, instead of weeks, you will have to wait an average of 87
years to see a doctor to get that urgently needed brain transplant
you’ve been waiting for. Nobody is looking at any of the benefits; instead, they’re all nitpicking the details and exceptions.
Meanwhile, estimates for the cost of this health care plan that no
one can agree on, is in excess of one trillion (that’s right, boys and
girls, TRILLION) dollars of American coin of the realm moneys!
Now I’m neither an economist nor a health care professional and
I don’t play either on TV, but I just don’t understand why they have
to invest more money than there is in the known universe on a completely new, unproven system when they have a system in place that
already works: Medicare. Okay, it’s not perfect and it doesn’t cover
everyone, but it seems to me it’d be a whole lot easier to expand and
fix what we got than to start from scratch.
According to the December 2009 AARP Bulletin, “Fraud perpetrated against health plans cost between $72 [billion] and $220 annually.” So, if we just get the bastards who are stealing money from
the programs and use that to fund some of the expansion, there’s a
big bite out of the projected trillion+ dollars already. See? It’s really
pretty simple.
January 8, 2010 (CNN):
Polls show a detectable amount of angst among many
Americans over the cost of health care reform, government bailouts and other massive expenditures.
Surprise! This administration is spending money as if it had
daddy’s credit card. Only it doesn’t. And who is going to pay for bailouts, health care, Iraq, Afghanistan? One guess. Yup, you and me,
boys and girls. And our children. And grandchildren. And probably
several generations more.
No wonder also currently making the Internet rounds is this Proposed Congressional Reform Act of 2010:
1.

Term Limits: 12 years only, one of the possible options below:
A. Two Six year Senate terms
B. Six Two year House terms
C. One Six year Senate term and three Two Year House terms

2. No Tenure / No Pension:
(Continued on page 14)
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My $0.02 Worth:

(Continued from page 9)

enterprises with proven failed track records.
The Troubled Asset Relief Program, commonly referred to as
TARP, allows the Treasury to purchase illiquid, difficult-to-value assets from banks and other financial institutions. The U.S. Treasury
will likely lose money on TARP, though the Obama administration is
expected to announce soon that losses will be $200 billion less than
initially expected [CNN, Tuesday, December 9, 2009].
That’s losses will be $200 billion, with a “B,” less than expected!
What in the world did they expect? And why – oh, why? – would anyone want to invest in an enterprise that is expected to lose more than
$200 billion (still with a “B”!)?
Of course, this is from the folks who bring you the new United
States of General Motors Co.
GM forgets how to build good cars and make profits, and then
goes running for a handout from Uncle. In a fit of rare wisdom, the
gummint says “No.” But then, instead of letting nature take its
course to fill the vacuum that GM would leave, Uncle turns right
around and sez “Now we’s gonna run GM!” Holy Mother of Jumping
Cows… what does the United States government know about making
cars?
We need universal health care in this country. There’s no reason
why any American shouldn’t have access to necessary medical support. Other countries seem to be able to manage successful health
care programs for their citizens. Shucks, if Canada can do it…

PRECEDENT?

Charles M. Knight

I

t is not too often that I respond to other articles in The
SCAM. Yet, this month is one of those occasions. Last
month, our esteemed Editor wrote about the never-ending
abortion controversy. He created a scenario where two exceptions of the “right to life” could possibly be denied their right to
live based on the circumstances of their conception. There is,
however, something Moakley left out.
It seems that, last May, one Dr. George Tiller, an abortion
provider in Kansas, was brutally gunned down by anti-abortion
activist Scott Roeder at church. Roeder is now on trial for the
murder of Dr. Tiller. I found this out while checking my emails, when I noticed a Yahoo! News article on the subject. According to that article, it seems the case has taken a rather
strange twist.
According to the opening paragraph: “A Kansas judge’s decision to allow a confessed killer to argue that he believes the
slaying of one of the nation’s few late-term abortion providers
was a justified act aimed at saving unborn children has upended what most expected to be an open-and-shut first-degree
murder case.”
The article also states, “The facts of the case are not in dispute: On a balmy Sunday morning, Roeder got up from a pew at
Wichita’s reformation Lutheran Church at the start of services
and walked to the foyer, where Tiller and a fellow usher were
chatting. Wordlessly, he pressed the barrel of a .22-caliber
handgun to Tiller’s forehead and pulled the trigger.”

So what happens? Someone comes up with a pretty good idea.
He’s from this side of the aisle. Immediately, all the other kids on
that à side of the aisle start jumping up and down and yelling “That
idea sucks and it won’t work and we won’t vote for it.” So the fellows
from that à side of the isle come up with a different idea, also pretty
good. Right away, all the kids on ß this side of the aisle start jumping
up and down yelling “That’s a stupid idea and it will cost 87 gazillion
dollars and we’ll be worse off than we are now.”

The defense asserts that Roeder is guilty only of voluntary
manslaughter, which Kansas law defines as “an unreasonable
but honest belief that circumstances existed that justified
deadly force.” The trial is still pending as of this writing.

Pretty soon, the kids on both sides of the aisle are jumping up
and down just for the sake of jumping up and down while the country
looks on in horror wondering what happened to the idea of trying to
come up with a health plan. Meanwhile, the lobbyists are having a
field day with adverts on the telly informing us that if this health
plan is adopted, it will mean the government will be able to bump off

The argument, on its face, does not hold water. Dr. Tiller
was not performing an abortion at the time, as both men were
in church. Thus, there was no imminent danger at the time to
any unborn child. Here is the issue: If Roeder successfully argues that his act was, instead of murder, voluntary manslaughter, his case sets a very dangerous precedent.

(Continued on page 11)

(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)

(Continued from page 8)

Abortion, like it or not, is a legal activity. As such, providers are entitled to the same legal protections as anyone else.
But if Roeder’s defense should succeed, why stop at abortion
killings?

They, and they alone, have the power.

Could an assassin use the same defense if, say, he believes
President Obama’s continued presence in office is an imminent
danger to innocent citizens of Afghanistan? What if a radical
creationist believes teaching evolution will lead young students
on the path to Hell?
How much of a stretch would it be that one day it might be
argued that prosecutions of killings of this nature are unconstitutional under the First Amendment by interfering with the
killer’s free exercise of religion? It is a dangerous path.

They, and they alone, should be held accountable by the people who
are their bosses.
Provided the voters have the gumption to manage their own employees.
We should vote all of them out of office and clean up their mess!
Reese reflects on what seems to be the prevailing feeling in our
country. More unhappy Americans are grumbling about the state of
just about everything than I can remember ever having grumbled
before. Even during the Carter, Clinton, or Dubya dynasties.
Under Dubya’s regime, we went from the largest surplus in this
nation’s history to the largest debt, virtually isolated ourselves from
the rest of the world, invaded a sovereign nation without cause,
and – despite our highly touted intelligence capabilities and sophisticated, state-of-the-art technology – failed to locate the most hated
and sought-after evil-doer in modern history.
So Obama comes in with the promise of “It’s Time for a Change.”
He’s going to get us out of Iraq, shut down Guantanamo, find us
some new jobs, provide health care for the masses, and restore our
good name around the world.

The LocSection

WATCH THIS SPACE!

Continued

(Continued from page 4)

discussion than to actually go somewhere to do it. Plus, folks are
less likely to come to blows in textual exchanges, particularly if
they read what they have written before they send it. So far, no
discussions are under way, but I will try to start several before
this issue hits the news-stands.

Now, I didn’t vote for this Obama fellow, but he seemed like a
nice enough guy with a good looking family, and I really liked the
“Yes We Can” video on YouTube and I figured, what the hell, he
couldn’t be any worse than Dubya was. Now I’m beginning to wonder
if maybe I figured wrong.
We’re still in Iraq, he’s still going to shut down Guantanamo, his
health care plan is creating more divisiveness than ever before (even
among his supporters!), and our “good name” seems to be “The Great
Apologizer.”
And jobs? January 8, 2010 (CNNMoney.com):
Still, the government reported a loss of 85,000 jobs in
December -- much worse than expected. Economists
surveyed by Briefing.com had expected no net gain or
loss in payrolls in December. The economy has lost 7.2
million jobs since the start of 2008.
Meanwhile, we’re handing out big, big bucks to shore up various
(Continued on page 10)
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Fact Sheet: Currency and Coins

(Continued from page 7)

Those 545 human beings spend much of their energy convincing you
that what they did is not their fault. They cooperate in this common
con regardless of party.
What separates a politician from a normal human being is an excessive amount of gall. No normal human being would have the gall of a
Speaker, who stood up and criticized the President for creating deficits. The president can only propose a budget. He cannot force the
Congress to accept it.
The Constitution, which is the supreme law of the land, gives sole responsibility to the House of Representatives for originating and approving appropriations and taxes. Who is the speaker of the House?
Nancy Pelosi. She is the leader of the majority party. She and fellow
House members, not the president, can approve any budget they
want. If the president vetoes it, they can pass it over his veto if they
agree to.
It seems inconceivable to me that a nation of 300 million cannot replace 545 people who stand convicted -- by present facts -- of incompetence and irresponsibility. I can’t think of a single domestic problem
that is not traceable directly to those 545 people. When you fully
grasp the plain truth that 545 people exercise the power of the federal
government, then it must follow that what exists is what they want to
exist.
If the tax code is unfair, it’s because they want it unfair.
If the budget is in the red, it’s because they want it in the red.
If the Army & Marines are in IRAQ, it's because they want them
in IRAQ.
If they do not receive social security but are on an elite retirement
plan not available to the people, it’s because they want it that way.
There are no insoluble government problems.
Do not let these 545 people shift the blame to bureaucrats, whom they
hire and whose jobs they can abolish; to lobbyists, whose gifts and
advice they can reject; to regulators, to whom they give the power to
regulate and from whom they can take this power. Above all, do not
let them con you into the belief that there exists disembodied mystical
forces like “the economy,” “inflation,” or “politics” that prevent them
from doing what they take an oath to do.
Those 545 people, and they alone, are responsible.

HISTORY OF
“IN GOD WE TRUST”

U.S. Treasury

The following is an excerpt from the website of the U.S. Department of the Treasury. It is included here as a supplement to the
monthly article from the Village Idiot, “Gullible?”, which immediately follows. The entire fact sheet may be read by using the following link: http://www.ustreas.gov/education/fact-sheets/
currency/in-god-we-trust.shtml.

T

he motto IN GOD WE TRUST was placed on United States
coins largely because of the increased religious sentiment existing during the Civil War. Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P.
Chase received many appeals from devout persons throughout
the country, urging that the United States recognize the Deity on
United States coins. From Treasury Department records, it appears that the first such appeal came in a letter dated November
13, 1861. It was written to Secretary Chase by Rev. M. R. Watkinson, Minister of the Gospel from Ridleyville, Pennsylvania, and
read:
Dear Sir: You are about to submit your annual report to the
Congress respecting the affairs of the national finances.
One fact touching our currency has hitherto been seriously
overlooked. I mean the recognition of the Almighty God in
some form on our coins.
You are probably a Christian. What if our Republic were not
shattered beyond reconstruction? Would not the antiquaries of
succeeding centuries rightly reason from our past that we were
a heathen nation? What I propose is that instead of the goddess of liberty we shall have next inside the 13 stars a ring inscribed with the words PERPETUAL UNION; within the ring
the allseeing eye, crowned with a halo; beneath this eye the
American flag, bearing in its field stars equal to the number of
the States united; in the folds of the bars the words GOD, LIBERTY, LAW.
This would make a beautiful coin, to which no possible citizen
could object. This would relieve us from the ignominy of heathenism. This would place us openly under the Divine protection we have personally claimed. From my hearth I have felt
our national shame in disowning God as not the least of our
(Continued on page 18)

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 17)

present national disasters.
To you first I address a subject that must be agitated.

As a result, Secretary Chase instructed James Pollock, Director of the Mint at Philadelphia, to prepare a motto, in a letter
dated November 20, 1861.
It was found that the Act of Congress dated January 18, 1837,
prescribed the mottoes and devices that should be placed upon the
coins of the United States. This meant that the mint could make no
changes without the enactment of additional legislation by the
Congress.
The Congress passed the Act of April 22, 1864. This legislation
changed the composition of the one-cent coin and authorized the
minting of the two-cent coin. The Mint Director was directed to
develop the designs for these coins for final approval of the Secretary. IN GOD WE TRUST first appeared on the 1864 two-cent
coin.
Another Act of Congress passed on March 3, 1865. It allowed
the Mint Director, with the Secretary's approval, to place the motto
on all gold and silver coins that "shall admit the inscription
thereon." Under the Act, the motto was placed on the gold double-eagle coin, the gold eagle coin, and the gold half-eagle
coin. It was also placed on the silver dollar coin, the half-dollar
coin and the quarter-dollar coin, and on the nickel three-cent
coin beginning in 1866. Later, Congress passed the Coinage Act of
February 12, 1873. It also said that the Secretary “may cause the
motto IN GOD WE TRUST to be inscribed on such coins as shall
admit of such motto.”
The motto has been in continuous use on the one-cent coin
since 1909, and on the ten-cent coin since 1916. It also has appeared on all gold coins and silver dollar coins, half-dollar
coins, and quarter-dollar coins struck since July 1, 1908.
A law passed by the 84th Congress (P.L. 84-140) and approved
by the President on July 30, 1956, the President approved a Joint
Resolution of the 84th Congress, declaring IN GOD WE TRUST
the national motto of the United States. IN GOD WE TRUST was
first used on paper money in 1957, when it appeared on the onedollar silver certificate.

My Summer Vacation:

©2010 The George

STATE OF THE UNION

O

ne of the popular items making the internet rounds recently
is an article by Charlie Reese, former columnist for
the Orlando Sentinel Newspaper, 1971-2001, and a journalist for 49
years. This article, called “Looking for Someone to Blame? Congress
Is a Good Place to Start,” originally appeared in the 7 March 1995
edition of the Orlando Sentinel, and was updated with some topical
political references to make it current.
Politicians are the only people in the world who create problems and
then campaign against them.
Have you ever wondered, if both the Democrats and the Republicans
are against deficits, WHY do we have deficits?
Have you ever wondered, if all the politicians are against inflation
and high taxes, WHY do we have inflation and high taxes?
You and I don’t propose a federal budget. The president does.
You and I don’t have the Constitutional authority to vote on appropriations. The House of Representatives does.
You and I don’t write the tax code, Congress does.
You and I don’t set fiscal policy, Congress does.
You and I don’t control monetary policy, the Federal Reserve Bank
does.
One hundred senators, 435 congressmen, one president, and nine Supreme Court justices equates to 545 human beings out of the 300 million are directly, legally, morally, and individually responsible for
the domestic problems that plague this country.
I excluded the members of the Federal Reserve Board because that
problem was created by the Congress. In 1913, Congress delegated its
Constitutional duty to provide a sound currency to a federally chartered, but private, central bank.
I excluded all the special interests and lobbyists for a sound reason.
They have no legal authority. They have no ability to coerce a senator,
a congressman, or a president to do one cotton-picking thing. I don’t
care if they offer a politician $1 million dollars in cash. The politician has the power to accept or reject it. No matter what the lobbyist
promises, it is the legislator’s responsibility to determine how he
votes.
(Continued on page 8)
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From the Village Idiot:

(Continued from page 5)

cient it is to have the server stand at the table while the guests mull
over and discuss what to order. Thus, the next step will be to automate the menu. A touch screen at your table will display the menu
and a touch will send your order to the kitchen. This is already partially done in the Stinking Rose in San Francisco. There, the waiter
takes your order but relays it to the kitchen by wireless telephone,
eliminating several trips to and
form the kitchen. Then the
SCAM Treasurer’s Report
server picks up your order when
he is notified by the wireless tele- As of 12/31/2009:
phone that it is ready and delivAccount
Balance
ers it to your table. You may
General Fund
$558.50
think that this is the end of the
Post Office Acct.
99.78
progression of less and less serReserve Fund
2116.78
vice, but no.
RG Fund
266.24
In the next iteration, after
placing your order remotely, you
will be notified on your touch
screen that your order is ready in
the kitchen and you will be directed to a hot-plate counter to
pick it up. Servers will be eliminated. Think of the benefit to
management. Yet, that is still
not the end of this high-tech progression.

Total Funds Available:
$3041.30
Deposits
Mensa Funding: $176.14
Interest Income
0.09
RG Income
116.24
Withdrawals
Postage
Printing
Testing Fee

54.33
137.16
40.00

—Bud Long, Treasurer
Under the guise of security
and efficiency, your bill will be
displayed on the touch screen for
you to pay by swiping your credit card on the touch screen device -and don’t forget to add a tip!

GULLIBLE?

©2010 Mike Moakley

T

hanks to family and colleagues, I have had no shortage of
insight into the information shared by some social conservatives with whom they consider to be like-minded individuals. At
the top of my list is the seeming never-ending stream of e-mails
on various “hot button” issues. Here are a couple of examples:
One such e-mail that was forwarded to me was about an upcoming dollar coin. The original sender advised that these new
coins, due to arrive in circulation soon, would not sport the familiar motto, “In God We Trust”. The message urged that we show
our support for our country’s “Christian Heritage” by refusing
those coins when they are distributed by the Post Office (typically
where one might see newly-issued coins first). To emphasize the
importance of this issue, this was done in a bold, colorful typeface
so one needs to scroll to get the full message.
A quick check with Snopes.com indicates the e-mail was a
hoax. Even if one chose not to trust Snopes, it is a simple matter
to learn the history of the “In God We Trust” motto. Here is the
quick version: Circa 1864, legislation was passed to require all U.
S. coins to bear the “In God We Trust” motto. In the 1930s, legislation was passed requiring all our currency (paper money) to bear
the same motto. Both pieces of legislation remain in full effect.
Therefore, it is illegal to mint any U. S. money without “In God
We Trust” on it. Case closed.
Another e-mail, this one originated by a supporter of “tort reform” listed eight allegedly frivolous lawsuits where, in each case,
the plaintiff won jury awards of several million dollars. Of course,
the first case listed was Stella Liebeck vs. McDonald’s (the nowinfamous “hot coffee” case). While it is true the jury awarded several million in that case, the writer failed to mention the trial
judge immediately threw out that award. Moreover, on appeal,
the award was further reduced until the final amount barely covered the plaintiff’s legal and medical costs.
In the e-mail, the Liebeck case has the distinction of being the
only real case cited. The other seven “lawsuits” were complete fabrications. This leads me to the obvious question: If frivolous lawsuits were really plaguing our courts, why not cite some actual
cases instead of resorting to fabricating cases to make this point?
(Continued on page 20)
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The Gourmet’s Guide

(Continued from page 19)

A larger issue is, if one is unable to discern true cases from cases
that are fabrications, how could one discern whether a given legal
issue was, indeed, a frivolous one?
Let’s not stop with e-mail hoaxes. It seems some of our elected
officials are anxious to get into the act. Freshman Representative
Bill Posey will occasionally send out “questionnaires” to registered
Republicans in his district that are worded in such a way as to
elicit the response that support Posey’s positions on the issues addressed. Below are just a few sample questions from his latest iteration:
“2010 Obama Agenda Survey”:
“Do you agree with Barack Obama and the Democrats that taxes
should be raised for the sake of ‘fairness,’ regardless of the negative impact it is likely to have on the economy?”
“Do you believe the federal government has gone too far in bailing out failing banks, insurance companies and the auto industry?”
“Do you believe that Barack Obama’s nominees for federal courts
should be immediately and unquestionably approved for their
lifetime appointments by the U. S. Senate?”
“Do you support Democrats’ drive to eliminate workers’ right to a
private ballot when considering unionization of their place of employment?”

Now, let’s take a closer look at these “questions”.
The first one, dealing with taxes, makes the statement that
increased taxes will likely hurt our economy. Moreover, the wording of the question implies that “fairness” dictates that everyone
would face a tax increase. In the real world, some proposals do exist calling for our wealthier citizens to pay more taxes, mostly by
rolling back the Bush tax cuts which, to date, are still in place. I
have my own question: If lower taxes equate to a more robust
economy, why is our economy now in its present sorry state?
The next question deals with bailouts. I wonder how many respondents will remember that the bailouts were instituted in
2008, during the Bush Administration?
Then we have the question of judicial nominees. Again, how
short is our memory? On one hand, Justice Sonia Sotomayor, an

TABLE SERVICE

© 2010 Art Belefant

H

ave you noticed the diminution of table service in restaurants in the past several years? Even the best restaurants are
failing to provide the kind of fine detailed waiter service previously
expected. The servers are either not properly trained or they do not
care to give the kind of service expected of them. Management also
does not seem to care to train their servers.
In the better “white table cloth” restaurants one would have expected, at least, to have one’s water glass filled promptly, to have
one’s dishes presented from the left and cleared from the right, to
see that the bread dish is always filled, and such other necessities
observed. Once, on an elegant cruise e ship, a waiter passed a dish
to me across Rita’s place in front of her face. When waiters now correctly serve in restaurants I am (pleasantly) surprised.
It is not always the servers’ fault. Do you always observe the
custom of placing your knife, fork, and spoon in 4:00 o’clock position
on you plate when you are finished with that course? That is to signal the server that you are done with that dish so he or she need not
ask you when to remove the plate.
But do not be dismayed. Soon the whole server problem will be
obviated by the elimination of servers. How so?
In a recent article in “Central Florida Business” an article described a new technology in use in Applebee’s. With this technology,
a call button is on each table. When the diner wants some waiter
service, he or she presses the button and that calls the server to the
table. The diner then tells the server what service is desired, more
water, rolls, or butter, pick up the empty plates, take the order for
dessert, etc.
After Applebee’s, and many other restaurants, install this technology, it will become an accepted method of notifying servers that
service is wanted. Management then “in order to provide our customers with more efficient service“ will state that servers will be at
your table only when you call them. This will reduce the time
wasted by servers circulating to see if a customer needs anything,
thus allowing management to reduce the number of servers in the
restaurant, to management’s profit.
Once customers get used to not having the server at the table for
service, why have the server take your order? You know how ineffi(Continued on page 6)

(Continued on page 21)
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The LocSection

WATCH THIS SPACE

George Patterson

I

figured it out. I can now function in the Facebook world
with reasonable facility. Can I pass this knowledge on to you?
Yes, but I imagine that only a couple of readers are interested in
being so instructed, and rather than waste this space and expend
the effort of creating a somewhat useful tutorial, let me invite
anyone interested to call me (see inside front cover) and I can
talk them through the process. To cover some old ground –why
Facebook? Because its their. ;-)
SCAM has a very nice website with a calendar of events and
we also provide an email reminder service, so why a Facebook
presence. At an RG I attended last year a good presentation was
made on social networking –which is what Facebook is. It also
mentioned blogging, Linked In, and Twitter as other useful
forms. But we don’t need (as a Mensa group) more networking or
communication. At least not the vehicles for it. In the world of
“push/pull” internet communication, the email reminders “push”
the info to anyone who wants it (and asks for it) and the website
is a good source from which people can “pull” info on events. If
you are not getting email reminders, and you want them, contact
me by phone or email.
The purpose of having a Facebook site is so we can easily
conduct discussions of topics of interest in our group. I have always felt that one of the main purposes of a Mensa organization
is to provide a way for people to get together and talk about
things that interest Mensans. We had two interesting gettogethers a year or so ago at which several people discoursed on
their views of the world. All present seemed to find the meetings
interesting, but the enterprise died on the vine.
We have regressed to occasional dining out and games nights.
The grand plan here is to get the camels nose into the tent.
Where did that come from?? Thinking of the current health bill
debates, I feel that if we can get a communication operation going, no matter how cheesy it is, we can always tweak it into
something better, as we learn how it functions. If we can open
some discussions that members can easily access and contribute
to we may be able to induce some of the inactives to become more
involved.
It is so much easier to throw in your two cents to an online

(Continued from page 20)

Obama nominee, was thoroughly questioned prior to being approved for her Supreme Court appointment. On the other hand,
former President Bush and his Republican allies insisted on “Upor-Down Votes” on Bush’s nominees.
Finally, we have the question on “Employees Free Choice Act
(EFCA)”, which provides that the union, rather than the employer,
to choose whether to utilize a “card check” process or utilize a secret ballot process. Both options are already available under current law, and if EFCA ever passes, both will continue to be available. What the law changes is, instead of management choosing
the process, the union does. How does this remove a right held by
the employee?
Yet, the most important issue in discussing these “surveys” is
this. Bill Posey is not a candidate, but a duly elected member of
the House of Representatives. As such, he is supposed to be representing all of us, regardless of party affiliation or how we voted.
Moreover, even if Posey never serves another term, he will be voting on these issues this year. His current term does not expire until 2011. Why, then, does he only seek the views of his supporters?
Do the rest of his constituents not matter to him?
In summary, why do our conservative brethren seem to accept
anything offered them without checking any of the facts? Surely,
conservatives are no more gullible than the rest of us…or is that
really the case? Is it possible there is something to the term
“Faith-based”?

EXCOMMUNICATION

Continued

(Continued from page 23)

flyers for recruiting, and if so, could they send us a copy. George expects to have something for our perusal at the next meeting.
Old Business: There was no old business.
New Business: There was no new business.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:05. Next meeting will be at
George Patterson’s house at 301 Sand Pine Rd., Indialantic on
Wednesday, February 3, 2010 at 5:30 pm.

(Continued on page 16)
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THE TENTH STORY

Mel Dahl, RVC-10

A

s I talk to local group leaders throughout the region, one
recurring theme is the difficulty finding volunteers. There are several groups in Region 10 that are held together through the efforts of one or two or five people that
would be badly hurt if any or all of those one or five people
were no longer able or willing to run the local group any more.
Everything that happens in Mensa, from our annual AGs
to the monthly local group potluck, happens because somebody
makes it happen. If there are no volunteers, there are no
events. So if you haven’t found a way to be involved in your
local group, I would urge you to consider volunteering. Your
LocSec will have no trouble finding a spot for you, I promise.
There’s another reason to volunteer, and that is that it’s
fun, satisfying, and a great way to meet other members. I occasionally hear from people who write to tell me that they
haven’t gotten anything out of their Mensa membership. When I ask them how they’ve gotten involved in the organization -- what volunteering they’ve done, what events
they’ve attended, whether they’ve offered to host a potluck -inevitably I find that they really haven’t made any effort to be
involved at all. In Mensa, as in life, you get out of it what you
put into it.
So if you are already one of our volunteers, many thanks
for the great job. If you’re not, make 2010 the year in which
you play an active role in your local group.
Until next month,
Mel Dahl
RVC-10

Vol. 28, No. 2
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February, 2010

All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please allow extra time for mailed submissions, which may be typed or legibly handwritten. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e-mail. They may be in
e-mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be sent to
the Editor, whose contact information appears on Page 2.

Inside the Pocket Protector

Mike Moakley, Editor

L

ast month, in this column, I posed the question asking what
would the future be like. So far, I’ve had no takers. Part of
that question dealt with the future of Mensa, and even SCAM.
By the time you read this, you will no doubt have noticed that,
in the January issue of the Mensa Bulletin, our fearless leaders
have been promoting the concept of volunteerism. In this issue’s
“The Tenth Story”, you will find that our RVC, Mel Dahl, touches
on this theme as well.
It is not my intent here to use my editorial space to pound the
theme of volunteerism into anyone’s heads. I’m sure you already
know we cannot exist without volunteers. I also know from life’s
experience that everyone’s situation is unique and that not everyone’s time and resources allow for much involvement in a group
such as ours.
Yet, what is inescapable is the fact that you will only get out of
Mensa what you put into it. So, I will pose two questions: (1) What
do you wish to get out of Mensa, and particularly, SCAM? And (2)
What do you envision is the future of SCAM? My own observation
on this latter question is that our future is as yet unwritten.
Our future truly lies in your hands.

The SCAM sells classified ad space. SCAM members, non-commercial, no
charge. Others: $20 full page; $10 half-page; $5 quarter-page per month, we offer
discounts for multiple insertions, and we can help with layout and design.

Subscriptions: SCAM members, included in dues; others, $10 for 12 issues.
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Treasurer
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660 Alaska Rd., Merritt Island, FL 32953
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301 Sand Pine Rd., Indialantic, FL 32903
777-3721 george3141@cfl.rr.com
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876 Buxmont Ct., Rockledge, FL 32955
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January 6, 2010

ExCommunication
Minutes of the ExComm Meeting.

T

he ExComm met at the home of George Patterson on Wednesday, January 6, 2010. Called to order at 5:47 pm by LocSec
George Patterson.
Members present: George Patterson, Karen Freiberg, Bud Long, and
Terry Valek. Joe Smith was unable to attend.
Welcome Guests: Doug Starke and Dennis Logan
Minutes for the December 2, 2009 meeting were approved as
published in the January 2010 SCAM.
Officer Reports:

HANK RHODES

SCAM Bylaws Committee
MICHAEL MOAKLEY

MensaTest@cfl.rr.com

editor@scam.us.mensa.org

LocSec: George reminded us that once again we need to appoint
a NomElCom to manage the 2010 ExComm election, the schedule of
which is: ballot in the May Scam and candidates statements (we didn't have any last year) in the April issue, which goes to press on
March 10. It is hoped that last years committee can be rerecruited.
Also it would be nice if someone besides the current ExComm members were running.

Membership

Publicity Committee Chair
GEORGE PATTERSON

Treasurer: Bud submitted the Treasurer's Reports for December
which showed a final balance of $3,041.30.

RG Committee Chair

SCAM Appointees
Proctor Coordinator

KAREN FREIBERG
Membership@scam.us.mensa.org

S.I.G.H.T.

Editorial Staff

Testing: No testing was conducted in December.
Mediator
MICHAEL MOAKLEY

KAREN FREIBERG
Sight@scam.us.mensa.org

The SCAM

BUD LONG

editor@scam.us.mensa.org
Editor
MICHAEL MOAKLEY

Assembly/Circulation
GEORGE PATTERSON

808 Wisteria Dr., Melbourne, FL 777-3721
32901

editor@scam.us.mensa.org

American
Mensa
Ltd.

Webmaster
KAREN FREIBERG
633-1636

Calendar
DOUG STARKE
633-1636

Karen@Freiberg.com

Doug@Starke.com

MEL DAHL, RVC10

AMERICAN MENSA, LTD.
1229 Corporate Drive West
Arlington, TX 76006-6103
(817) 607-0060

RVC10@cfl.rr.com

AmericanMensa@mensa.org

RG Report: Bud reported that the name settled on for the RG is
SCAM-O-WEEN, with a sub-title, or theme, for purposes of decor
and costume party theme, of Back to the Future. He noted that a notice in the January SCAM asking for name suggestions was out of
date. He would supply a current flyer for the February issue. A Paypal account has been established so people can register and pay
online. He also noted that the weekend of the RG features an airshow at Cocoa Beach which can be treated as a feature of the RG.
Publicity: George reported that he has looked into the Publicity
handbook that National distributes and found no suggestions for
publicity flyers. They are mostly concerned with press releases for
events. Our current task is to develope and distribute a flyer, to be
placed in libraries, campuses, and other such places, which briefly
describes who we are (most prospectives are aware of our existance)
and invites them to make contact. A request has been sent out to the
LocSecs of the other 10 Florida groups asking if they have used local
(Continued on page 21)
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