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Our RG happens this month.
Are YOU registered?

SOANH-HEEN

Space Coast Area Mensa is proud to present our
special Halloween themed RG scheduled for the

veekend of October 28-31, 2010 m
Cocoa Beach, Flonda
The theme for this year 15
W “Back to the Future”
Costume Party!!
To be held Sarurday Oct 30th

Prizes awarded for most creative costimes.
(rames, programs, and of course, our famous hospitality suites!
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All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please allow extra time for mailed submissions, which may be typed or legi-
bly handwritten. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e-mail. They may be in
e-mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be sent to
the Editor, whose contact information appears on Page 2.

Inside the Pocket Protector Mike Moakley, Editor

‘ N ? ell, finally, this is it. Later this month, we are hosting

our SCAM-O-WEEN RG. If, at this late date, you have not
registered to attend this RG, you can still contact our Registrar,
George Patterson at 777-3721. He will be happy to help you with
your arrangements.

For those of you who may still need a topic to write about for
that article you're putting together for The SCAM, I would like to
see, for our December issue, one or more reviews of our RG.

Another topic for those who may be so inclined: Since the
theme of our RG is “Back to the Future”, here is the question to
be addressed: Will “time travel” ever become possible? Why or
why not? Tell us your thoughts.

And...speaking of time travel...Where will we be in the fu-
ture? I'm sure if you are a regular reader of The SCAM, there are
names in this issue that you cannot help but recognize, even if it
is through sheer repetition. Let’s see how observant you are...For
example, how many times does George Patterson’s name appear
in any given issue? Five points for a correct answer...

My larger point, however, is simple. It always seems to be the
same people that keep our local group running as smoothly as it
has. No matter how good we are, nothing lasts forever. When it is
our time to finally bow out, who will grab the baton? Will it be
you? Our future may well depend on it.

The SCAM sells classified ad space. SCAM members, non-commercial, no
charge. Others: $20 full page; $10 half-page; $5 quarter-page per month, we offer
discounts for multiple insertions, and we can help with layout and design.

Subscriptions: SCAM members, included in dues; others, $10 for 12 issues.
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Way I BELIEVE IN GOD Mike Zielinski

‘ N 7 ith Stephen Hawking coming out and saying God did not

create the Universe and NPR coming out with an article on
one of the most beautiful equations in mathematics, it reminded me
why I believe in a Creator. I thought I would give my reasons for
believing in God. It has to do with mathematics which as a former
college teacher of mathematics I find beautiful. That is my main
reason for believing in a designer of the Universe. Mathematics is
beautiful in many ways. One of the simplest ways it is beautiful
comes from arithmetic:

The fact that any number that can be divided by nine evenly with
nothing left over can be decided by a simple rule: Add up the digits of
a number and keep adding up the digits till you get to one digit. If
the number is divisible by nine then the number you get will be nine.
One example is 18, add up 1 and 8 and you get 9. Another example
is 729, 7+2+9=18, 1+8=9. To my mind this simple arithmetic fact is
elegant and beautiful.

The equation that NPR mentioned as one of the most beautiful
expresses a relationship between the fundamental numbers of
logarithms, trigonometry, zero, one and the square root of -1. The
equation is eir +1 =0. e comes from logarithms, .z from trigonometry
and i the square root of -1. It is simple and relates some of the most
common numbers in mathematics. It is also unexpected. Why should
e and .z be related especially in such a beautiful way? There are
many such unexpected results in mathematics and they express
beautiful truths because they are elegant and simple.

It is because mathematical facts are true anywhere and the
mathematical facts are true as long as the universe has existed that
I believe that the Universe was designed by someone who
established the laws of mathematics and physics. I call that entity
God.

Why do I believe that God is good instead of indifferent? I believe
that for two reasons, my main reason is that mathematics is so
beautiful and I don’t believe that someone indifferent would have
such beautiful theorems. Also, stealing from C. S. Lewis, most of the
major religions have the same ideas of goodness and most of them
include taking care of the poor and people with no status. In the old
testament it was widows and orphans. Islam has the idea of charity
too as do other religions such as Buddhism.
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This flver was sent to other Florida groups to encourage their
particrpanon. Hopefully, it will do the same for ours

S CAM-0-WEEN]

Space Coast Area MMensa is proud to present our

special Halloween themed RG scheduled for the

weekend of October 20-31, 2010 1n
Cocoa Beach, Flonida

The theme for this year is

“Back to the Future”

Costume Party!!
To be held Saturday Oct 30th
Prizes awarded for most creative costumes.

Games, programs. and of course, our famous hospitality suites!
Also featuring the 2°° Annual Cocoa Beach Air Show with
The U.S. Air Force “Thunderbirds™
Make vour reservations now.

Comfort Inn & Suites Cocoa Beach- 3901 N Atlantic Ave
Standard Room (1-4 people) 94.00 Efficiency (1-4 people) 104.00
Make reservations at 800-247-2221 or 321-783-2221
www.comfortinncocoabeach com

Go to “Group Beservations™  and enter code - 2010Menza
More information at www.scam us mensa orzre/indey himl

Fellow Mensans — We are gomg o have a bang-up B.G later this month
end there are a few additional things you should know. NASA has
ammomeed a shuttle launch date of Monday, Nov. 1. That's both goed
end bad. It's good that you can stay another day or two and see a launch
close-up if vou wish. It's bad in that it complicates the reservation
sitnation. As of gomng to press we had about a dozen rooms still open for
our group, avallable until the end of September. If they fill up before the
end of the month we wall Ty to gat more, but if the lameh stays on
schedule this 13 problematic. Alse their non-groups rates will go up as
the Iatmch nears. So don’t count on the availability of rooms at the last
mumte. “Wof said. Hope to see you there.
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SCAM RG NOTES Joseph Smith, Hospitality Chair

Well here it is, last article before the RG - it went by fast.

So, as usual...blah...blah....blah....blah...anything you can do to
help.....blah....blah....blah... my cell phone # is 266-2310...blah....
blah....blah...it’s folks like you that make these event fun and memo-
rable for everyone...blah....blah....blah...there are many levels of
help...blah...blah....blah... a little can go a long way....blah....
blah....blah...it would be a big help to know ahead of time who I
might have available to help me ...blah...blah...blah.

So enough with the blah...blah...blah’s — I know I'm asking for
some of your most valuable and unrecoverable possession — your per-
sonal time, I would be truly appreciative if I could get a phone call to
help me plan for your support.

Cell Phone # 321- 266-2310

Thanks to everyone — this is going to be great!!!!

Joe Smith

FOOD,
FRANKENSTEIN,

TOILETS
and
anything else mentioned in

SCAM’S
THFE GOURMET’S
GUIDE

Arthur Belefant will be at the RG.

Look for him there. He will be at a table or
in a corner if you want to discuss, debate, or
deride him.
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Last month I threatened/promised to reintroduce my proposal
to help eliminate one of the abuses of our electoral system. I
keep my promises.

With the primaries over and the general elections coming
up, we are facing several more weeks of vituperation and criti-
cisms of one candidate by another. Each candidate and sup-
porters will again attack and criticize opponents in the general
election. Whether true or not, these criticisms do affect how
some people vote.

Voters may be classified many ways. One is by the criteria
they use in voting. One of my friends is a self-classified liberal.
He says that he is a “knee jerk liberal”. He is intelligent and
politically knowledgeable, yet he will vote for the Democratic
candidate regardless of his knowledge of his candidate’s history
of corruption and abuse. To him, any Democrat is better than
any Republican. There are many voters like him on both sides
of the fence. Such voter is irredeemable and can be ignored in
any political campaign.

Another category is of those voters who vote only by name
recognition. Some years ago, one of my friends, John Vogt, ran
for public office. He had no previous political experience but he
won his election. He told me that he won because of his name
and his campaign slogan “Vote for Vogt”. That explains the
plethora and size of the campaign posters on our roadways. No
mention of issues or experience is noted, only the name. Media
ads are much the same. The more ads, the more votes. The
governing rule is; the greater the name recognition, the greater
the number of votes received. Each vote obtained is paid for by
the advertising dollar. Each vote is bought as surely as if the
money was put in the voter’s pocket. Bought votes. Money
talks.

There is nothing we can do about those two categories of
voters. They are lost political souls.

Another category is of those voters that analyze the issues
and the characters of the candidates. Some of them make ra-
tional choices and vote for against a candidate. Those voters

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)
are to be commended.

Ignoring those of the electorate that vote solely by party ad-
herence, single issue preferences, and name recognition, that
leaves a large portion of the voters that consider the candi-
date’s overall competence or lack thereof as the basis for their
vote.

In the last category of other voters are those who analyze
the candidates and decide that they don’t want either of
them. It is to those voters that I address my solution.

Many of those voters opt for one candidate over the others
because one candidate is the “lesser of evils”. The voter would
rather not have any of the candidates, but he is limited to vot-
ing "for" only one candidate on the ballot. A smaller number of
voters like more than one candidate but is also required to
make a choice.

I know of several registered voters who did not vote in some
campaigns where they did not like any of the candidates. Per-
haps this is why we have a generally lower turnout for voting
than many other countries, the voters just prefer not to vote
rather than vote for any of the ballot candidates. Truly wasted
votes.

A suggestion of how to see a voter's dislike of the candi-
dates to be expressed is to allow the voter to vote for “none of
the above”. That option would not solve the problem. It would
effectively eliminate the ballot of any elector who chose that op-
tion. It is the same as not voting at all.

A major defect of the present system of selecting among
candidates is that a candidate who 1s undesirable to the major-
1ty of voters could still be elected if one candidate received more
votes than the other candidates. This has happened several
times in the past.

The way out of that problem is to ask each voter to vote for
or against each candidate, just as is done with initiatives and
referenda. The same election rules would apply; in order to be
elected the candidate must receive more positive than negative
votes. This voting scheme would allow those voters that object
to a candidate to have a voice equal to those who desire that

(Continued on page 14)
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My Summer Vacation: PONDERISMS ©2010 The George

I recently received an email entitled “Ponderisms” which con-
tained inane questions such as: Who was the first person to look at
a cow and say, “I think I'll squeeze these dangly things here and
drink whatever comes out?”

Now, this is patently absurd since obviously people have long ob-
served mammals suckling their young and were well aware that
some sort of nutritious fluid was being ingested. A more appropriate
question would have been who thought to actually try it, since there
are only rare and exceptional instances where a mammal of one
breed will drink the milk of another.

However, the list of mostly ridiculous “ponderisms” reminded me
of things that I have actually wondered about. Nothing of great im-
port, mind you, but stuff that we all seem to take for granted yet
never question. Since the guy ogling the cow started off this stream
of consciousness, I'll begin my own ponderisms in a similar vein.

Lobster

I have wondered about the first guy who decided to eat a lobster.
I have this mental image of Oomak, wading through the shallows,
looking for some finny feast with which to feed his family. He’s got
his trusty spear or knife or rock or maybe just a stick (depends on
Oomak’s era, of which I have no idea) and he keeps dunking his head
into the water in search of a slow swimmer. Suddenly, he encounters
this formidable looking creature with wavely-goobly eyestalks, a pin-
cer that looks capable of crushing a VW, and a shell that looks like it
could easily withstand an anti-tank missile, and thinks to himself
“Hmmm... I think I'll eat that thing.”

Now, I don’t know if Oomak was a homo erectus (sounds vaguely
obscene, doesn’t it?), Neanderthal, or a full-fledged sapien, but I
know for a fact that this dude had one helluva set of cojones! Assum-
ing he could catch this beastie without incurring serious injury, and
putting aside for the moment the issue of whether or not he had fire
with which to boil water (and something to boil it in), he — for sure —
did not have drawn butter! And Old Bay seasoning? Fuggedaboudit!
Don’t know about you, but the idea of lobster sashimi doesn’t sound
particularly appealing to me.

Towels

Why do we wash towels? Are we not supposedly clean when we
(Continued on page 10)
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Membership Notes for October 2010

WELCOME TO SCAM

Michael Patton
Gregory Ashburn

WELCOME BACK!

Joseph Janson

OCTOBER BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

Ist James Staal 17th Rudolph Hardick
4th Robert Barber 17th John Tuer

8th Rex Repich 23rd Barbara Byrnes
8th Christopher Buccier1 27th Maximo Salinas
9th Philip Devlin 31st Colette Zahm
14th Frank Tremaine

The “Fine Print” for Calendar Events:

Membership in American Mensa, Ltd. makes you eligible to attend SCAM social
functions. Escorted and invited guests of a member or host are welcome. Adult
family members of Mensans are encouraged to participate in SCAM activities, as
are well behaved children. However, attendance at any social function in a
private home is subject to the hospitality of the host. Compliance with published
house rules is required, and “Kitty” payment is not optional. As a courtesy,
notify the host if you plan to attend. Announced hosts should attend their events
or arrange for a stand-in if unable. When reservations are required, you may not
be able to participate if you fail to call.

S-Smoking; NS- No Smoking; SS-Separate Smoking Area; P-Pets in the home;
NP-No Pets present; BYO_-Bring Your Own: _Snacks, _Drinks, _Everything.




THE GOURMET’S GUIDE Continued

(Continued from page 8)
candidate, thus making the process more democratic, and more
nearly representative of the wishes of the electorate.

No vote would be “wasted” even if the elector voted against
all candidates. His “against” votes would add to the total nega-
tives of each candidate and would counter an equal number of
“for” votes. Two situations may arise that would require spe-
cial rules.

1. Two or more candidates receive more positive than
negative votes. In that case the candidate with the
higher score (positive votes minus negative votes) would
be the winner. This situation occurs now when two
propositions on a ballot directly contradict each other.

2. No candidate receives more positive than negative
votes. Then a second election would be held with the
original candidates barred from participating.

The effect on candidates could be immense. There would
an immediate indication of how every candidate stood with the
electorate. A candidate who received barely more positive
votes than negative votes would be hard pressed to claim over-
whelming support, and he would be aware that any slim major-
ity could slip away by the next election.

The whole tenor of elections, and particularly the selection
of candidates, would change because, and this is most impor-
tant, under positive/negative voting a candidate could lose to
himself regardless of how the other candidates do. What would
that do to political campaign strategies?

I don’t suggest that this method of voting would eliminate
all the abuses and corruption in our elected officials, but it
would go a long ways to doing that.
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The Right Side | Wiy GLOBAL WARMING CANNOT BE STOPPED | 4! Thomas

Let us first understand that global warming has not been
proven and the cause of is not known. There are hundreds of
scientists worldwide who claim they know the answer as well as an
equal number who say they don’t know what the “experts” are talk-
ing about.

No one has yet proven that it is carbon gases are the reason most
of the “experts” claim. Pseudoscience at work. Others say it is a re-
duction in sunspots with the sun giving off more heat and all the
planets in our solar system gaining the same amount of temperature
rise as our Earth (even though they don’t have any SUVs). And there
are various other reasons advanced almost daily that do not agree
with the majority. The arguments will not be settled by what is writ-
ten here.

What is written here is irrefutable.

The mad scientists maintain the earth is warming because we
are burning more fossil fuels causing a CO2 layer to form that radi-
ates back the heat from the sun. In order to stop this, according to
this theory (and it is still theory), is to burn less fuel and create less
carbon gases. Sounds good if everyone would do it. If everyone alive
on the planet today agreed it would not help.

Why?

Back to the basics. Today we have a world population of approxi-
mately 6.3 billion. It is projected by 2050 the population will increase
about 50% to 9.5 billion. It those extra 3 billion don’t even light a
match each time they take a breath they will be giving off carbon
gas. These new souls will need food and shelter both of which require
energy. By 2050 do you think it is possible to have the world running
on solar and nuclear energy? Not if the politicians are in charge.

The solution is to halt the increase in world population. National-
ism will not allow that — or the church. A country must maintain a
birthrate of 2.5 or it will be taken over by its immigrants or break
into geographic entities.

We might get lucky and get hit by a large meteor that might kill
off 50% or more of the entire world population. How about a nice
friendly plague? There is no logical solution. Studies have been done
with mice showing the outcome of overpopulation. As I recall they all
eventually die. Not pleasant.

(Continued on page 16)
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