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All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please allow extra time for mailed submissions, which may be typed or
legibly handwriZen. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e-mail. They may
be in e-mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be
sent to the Editor, whose contact information appears on Page 2.

Inside the Pocket Protector Mike Moakley, Editor

J une is here, the beginning of yet another hurricane season, and a
new ExComm is on the way. Yes, after a hard-fought campaign, the
election is finally over! What makes the 2012 election so unique is that it
was actually a contested election. At this writing, we do know that long-
time LocSec George Patterson is scheduled to begin enjoying a well-
deserved retirement (well, sort of...) at the close of our June ExComm
meeting.

The good news for me is that George has agreed to continue as Circu-
lation Coordinator, while Karen Freiberg will continue as Webmaster, in
both cases making my job easier should the new ExComm choose to re-
appoint me as Editor. At this time, we do not know who will occupy which
of the five positions; the Bylaws provide that, once taking office, the new-
ly-elected officers decide among themselves their respective roles.

With this new beginning rapidly headed toward our history books,
it’s still not too late for you, as a member, to help determine the direction
of our local group under our new administration. Of course, here | must
caution you with a word to the wise: If you have that great idea for an
event or program in mind, it has a much better chance of becoming reali-
ty if you volunteer as either a host or program chair.

So much for the grandstanding on my part. That said, we cannot ig-
nore the fact that this is 2012—the Year of the Mayan Calendar! Does
this mean that our new ExComm is the /ast one?...stay tuned.

The SCAM sells classified ad space. SCAM members, non-commercial, no
charge. Others: $20 full page; $10 half-page; $5 quarter-page per month, we offer
discounts for multiple insertions, and we can help with layout and design.

Subscriptions: SCAM members, included in dues; others, $10 for 12 issues.
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LANGUAGES | HAVE LovED (AND ALMOST LOsT) © 2012 Stacy Strickland

AOer spending two years in Spain (courtesy of the U.S. Navy). | was sent
back to Florida to complete a second technical school. Since the Navy
probably thought | had enjoyed the Hemingway life quite enough, it was pay-
back time. So the next duty station: Iceland!

Actually, Iceland was a fascinating place. The ‘Land of Frost and Fire” is
quite appropriate. The beautiful Aurora Borealis and crystal clear skies (at
least in the summer) were breathtaking. The capital city of Reykjavik
(‘smokey bay’) had some of the best dressed men and women ever seen,
wearing the latest European fashions. With bookstores and coffee shops
aplenty, | was in heaven. Even with some brutal winter days (that were practi-
cally dark for 20 hours) and some landscapes that allowed the astronauts to
practice moonwalks, the land was still fascinating.

Literacy is extremely high in Iceland. Also, English is the second language
of the country, so traveling across country and staying at various cities and
towns was never a problem. They always encouraged me when | attempted
their language (just like most cultures | have encountered). So, they were pa-
tient in correcting me when | tried to speak like someone other than the Swe-
dish chef on The Muppets. A friend of mine that was a teacher showed me
that young children were able to read the Elder Eddas, the collection of my-
thology and poetry of the Norsemen of the 12" century! | would play chess
(popular in Iceland) with some Icelandic college students who were always
anxious to help me learn their language. They always wondered why | would
want to learn an ancient language when English seemed to be the language
of the present and future. | just told them that | thought it would seem like a
cool thing to accomplish. | always wanted to compare the difficulties in learn-
ing foreign languages and see how different a Scandinavian language would
be to learn compared to the Romance and German languages | was most fa-
miliar in using.

I was no Daniel Tammet (the savant who wrote an interesting autobiog-
raphy titled Born on a Blue Day and claimed to learn Icelandic in 7 days), but |
did have fun learning some basic sentences and being able to see Icelanders
eyes light up when | attempted their language. Icelandic retains the old Eng-
lish £ and & (pronounced "aye"), D and d (pronounced like the "th" in
"that"), and b and p (pronounced like the "th" in "thin"). I've been told the
latter example, the thorn (Icelandic: porn, pronounced more like "thord"), has
been lost from all languages worldwide except Icelandic. Adjectives had to
match case, gender, and number with their nouns and had separate superla-

(Continued on page 12)
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My Summer Vacation: | Cgj pgriTY FASCINATION

do not understand the fascination that people — seemingly, all over the
world — have with celebrities.

Just because someone is well known doesn’t necessarily make them
more intelligent, knowledgeable, informed, or particularly interesting than
anyone else, yet there seems to be this vast intrigue into finding out just what
they ate for breakfast, who they’re sleeping with, and how they feel about
the llama problem in Turkmenistan.

Britney Spears appears as the spokesperson for Nostinkiepit deodorant
and the hordes will descend upon Walgreen’s to stock up, albeit the product
may well do nothing to stem the stench. Does no one realize that Ms. Spears
is being paid vast sums of money to tout this product she might not even use
and is certainly no more qualified to express an opinion on than Bigfoot
would be? Yet it doesn’t seem to matter. It would appear that the prevailing
opinion is: “If it’s good enough for Britney’s pits, it must be good for mine.”

Celebrities endorse political candidates. Charlie Sheen makes a video sup-
porting Ralphie “Redneck” Roundemup for Sheriff of Pollutia County and peo-
ple flock to the polls to cast their ballots for Triple-R. Why? Certainly not be-
cause Charlie is particularly informed about Ralphie’s qualifications for the job
(although he may have encountered him a few times as a customer), but
simply because of Sheen’s face time, voters think: “If he’s good enough for
Charlie, then he’s good enough for me.”

My lovely, intelligent wife is not immune to the syndrome. She diligently
peruses the newspaper and other informed sources such as TV Guide and
People Magazine in constant pursuit of “the latest.” As she reads, she will
occasionally blurt out something on the order of “Oh, my God!” Hearing my
cue, | will respond with “What?” “Look at this: Katy Perry is divorcing Russell
Brand.” “That’s nice, dear.” “Can you believe it?” “Believe what?” “You don’t
know who they are, do you?” “Ummm... no, actually.” But even if | did, why
would | care? These people don’t mean anything to me. They don’t send me
checks, invite me to their parties, or comp me tickets to their shows or games
or whatever it is that they do. Yet my wife finds the latest antics of these ce-
lebrities endlessly fascinating. As | suppose do quite a few people, considering
the success of People, Us, National Enquirer, and other tabloids.

But why should the antics of these celebrities be of such interest? Is it
because they live fantasy lives or is it just because their lives are more public?
Certainly they live much more flamboyantly than most of us, due largely to

(Continued on page 7)
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The Gourmet’s Guide LIEDERKRANZ REDUX || © 2012 Art Belefant

Yes, It's back, but not in Brevard County. | tried the “usual suspects”,
Petty’s, Winn-Dixie, Publix, Green Turtle, and the M. B. Supermarket, all
of whom have extensive collections of gourmet cheeses. None of them carry
that cheese or could or would order it for me. But this is the Internet age. On
to the one distributor - Hefti Creek Specialties, (W6309 Hefty Road, Monticel-
lo, WI 53570, 608- 237-1992, info@hefticreek.com). They supply six-ounce
packages of Liederkranz cheese for $6.99.
Not a bad price for a specialty cheese. The
shipping, however, cost another $5.00. The
cheese arrived via USPS Priority Mail in
about one week in a small box, insulated,
with a freezer pack. Stamped on the box
were the notes “Perishable” and “Smell OK”.
That alone told me there was something
good inside.

It reminded me of when | traveled to
France occasionally. On each trip to Paris |
would buy a package of Camembert cheese that was made from unpastur-
ized milk, illegal in the U. S., but commonly available in France. On one trip
home | apparently did not wrap the cheese sufficiency well and | had it in my
hand baggage. | could see the passengers who were sitting under the over-
head bin that contained my hand baggage sniffing and looking around.

Liederkranz smells stronger than a good ripe Camembert but less so than
a Limburger. That just about describes Liederkranz, stronger than Camembert
and less strong than Limburger. As for assertiveness in taste, it also falls be-
tween Camembert and Limburger. Liederkranz is softer than even a ripe Cam-
embert, which makes it ideal for spreading on rye bread. Although it has a
slight bite, its taste is not as strong as its aroma.

Limburger is a very assertive cheese, probably the most assertive com-
monly found in American cheese stores. It doesn’t go well with anything oth-
er than black bread and beer or a strong wine like port. For an after dinner
cheese course, a milder, but not mild, cheese such as a good camembert,
brie, well-aged cheddar, or Swiss fits in. This is where Liederkranz shines, but
not for all meals. | would not choose Liederkranz after a fish or seafood din-
ner or after Italian, Chinese, or Mexican. Limburger would overpower or con-
flict with the preceding meal. Save the Liederkranz for after steak, pot roast,
or beouf burgundian. For cocktails, or other light refreshments, mild cheeses
are best on crackers or toast points. Mild versions of camembert, brie, ched-
dar, or edam, gouda, port du salute, and Munster work well here.

6 Space Coast Area Mensa


mailto:info@hefticreek.com�

Liederkranz is washed-rind cheese as is Limburger, Munster, and Port du
Salut. Some washed-rind cheeses are also smear-ripened with solution of
bacteria or fungi, which usually gives them a stronger flavor as the cheese
matures. In some cases, older cheeses are smeared on young cheeses to
transfer the microorganisms. The mold used in making Liederkranz is specific
to this cheese and was the critical item in transferring the production of
Liederkranz from New York to Wisconsin. It was this mold that was reported-
ly scraped from the factory walls in new York that allowed Liederkranz to be
made in Wisconsin.

As for the taste, | cannot say that this revived Liederkranz is the same as
the original. It has been thirty years since |, or anyone else, has tasted it. Alt-
hough I remember it fondly, | cannot recall the taste exactly. This Liederkranz
is reminiscent of the original, odiferous, assertive, soft, and spreadable. It
doesn’t sneak up on you. It’s there when you open the package and it is there
at your first bite. But, back to the taste. | cannot describe a taste, though this
cheese reminds me of the cheese that | had so many years ago. It is lovely. If
this is not exactly like the original,
it will more than suffice as a re-
placement.

Sidebar

If any of my readers are in-
clined to order and taste this re-
vived Liederkranz, | would appre-

ciate hearing from you; your ex- - S EATSUEL T OO
pectations, your opinion, and any i
other thoughts. L FTRAEE WOLE ML o

My SUMMER VACATION Continued
(Continued from page 5)

the fact that their celebrity status usually results from having money. A great
deal of money. We pay our celebrity actors and athletes disproportionate
sums to entertain us. Far more than we pay those who repair us, protect us,
or educate us or who do menial services such as take away our trash, repair
our roads, or cut our hair. Yet who provides us the most benefit? On the basis
of compensation, apparently it is The Stars, rather than our doctors, cops, or
teachers.

Kinda tragic when you think about it.

The George
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SCAM Calendar of Events for June 2012

1st - Friday 5:30 PM FIRST FRIDAY AT HOOTERS SIG

Come join us for drinks, open discussion and food (latter two optional) at the
Melbourne Hooter’s, 877 S. Babcock Street.

Hosted by: Dennis Logan, 501-7547.

5th - Wednesday 6:00 PM EXCOMM MEETING

This is our monthly business meeting. See back page for location.

30th - Saturday 5:45 PM S.N.O.R.T.

Join us for some sushi and tempura at The SCAM’s best attended event at the
Miyako Restaurant, 1511 S. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne.

Contact: George, 777-3721 for details.

Calendar Updates ATTENTION SCAM MEMBERS!

Every effort is made to bring to you an accurate up-to-date Calendar of Events.
However, last minute changes can and do occur past newsletter deadline. For
up-to-date info, visit spacecoast.us.mensa.org and click on “Calendar”. Also,
we are putting together a current e-mail notification list of all members who
wish to be kept up-to-date on our activities. If you wish to be included, please
contact George Patterson at 777-3721 or George3141@cfl.rr.com.

Of CABAGEs and Coffee:

(Our Regular Events)
C.A.B.A.G.E.: Every Monday in the Food Court, Merritt Square Mall
6 p.m. Host: Karen Freiberg, 633-1636
GO!: Every Saturday at Books-A-Million, The Avenue, Viera. Hosted by
1 p.m. the Space Coast Area GO Association.

Host: George Lebovitz, the.rokkitsci@rocketmail.com
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