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he ExComm met at the home of Karen Freiberg at 876 Buxmont Ct.,
Rockledge, FL 32955, on Tuesday, May 3trd 2016, called to order by LocSec
Joe Janson at 6:02 pm.

Oﬃcer/Commi ee Reports (details may be found in the footnotes):
Treasurer’s Report: Not available at the me of the mee ng.
Tes ng: Not available at the me of the mee ng.
The minutes of the April, 2016 mee ng as published in the SCAM were approved.
We ﬁnally received a response to the proposed bylaws submi ed to Na onal.
They replied with a few non-cri cal mandatory changes, gramma cal correcons, and some few recommended modiﬁca ons which, again, did not substanally change the intent of our revisions. The changes were submi ed to Wynn
Rostek for review and incorpora on into the next version we will submit.
The SCAM Gi ed Student Program is oﬀ the ground! We have ﬁve parents who
are interested in establishing some sort of program for their gi ed child(ren),
four of whom will be a ending an organiza onal mee ng on May 16th to help
us determine what kind of program they would like to have.
Our par cipa on in the Space Coast Nerd Fest, on April 16-17 was successful in
a rac ng quite a bit of a en on and interest and also in ﬁnding three of the
parents men oned above regarding the gi ed student program.
We discussed the possibility of canceling future Red Ginger events since we are
having diﬃculty iden fying interes ng speakers to a ract SCAM members.
However, a er further discussion, the ExComm decided to perpetuate it on a
monthly basis, even if it just aﬀords an opportunity for members to get together for a nice dinner and conversa on. We con nue to look for interes ng speakers and solicit sugges ons.

webmaster@scam.us.mensa.org

321-633-1636

Elec ons for a new ExComm will be coming up shortly and we an cipate publishing a ballot in the June issue of the SCAM.
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Wesley Chapel, FL 335447646 (813) 994-3981
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1229 Corporate Drive West
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The next mee ng was set for Tuesday, June 7th 2016 at 6:00 pm in the home of
Karen Freiberg at 876 Buxmont Ct., Rockledge, FL 32955.

doug@starke.com

AmericanMensa@mensa.org

The mee ng was adjourned at 6:34 pm.

RVC10@us.mensa.org
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Thomas George Thomas, RVC‐10

By the me this appears in the June newsle ers, the AMC (American Mensa Commi ee) will have had a teleconference (held on Wednesday, May
18) to handle a number of housekeeping items including approving the
minutes of the March AMC Mee ng, appoin ng an assistant SIGHT Coordinator, clarifying the role of the Parliamentarian at AMC mee ngs, and other
minor ma ers, plus a couple of larger items involving Annual Gatherings
(funding of AG Chairs and se ng discounted registra ons for members).
There was also a discussion scheduled to go over ques ons to be posed to
Na onal Candidates, and a proposed referendum for the 2017 ballot to
amend the elec on schedule. Unfortunately, the deadline for this column
happens before the mee ng so I can’t give you any details on what occurred.
Also, by the me this appears in the June newsle ers, Tampa Bay Mensa
will have held its Margarita Bay Regional Gathering, held as usual over Memorial Day weekend – this me in Tampa itself, near Raymond James Stadium. I expect that it was a lot of fun; I expect to a end, though the earliest I
would be able to report on it would be in the July newsle ers, over a
month a er the event has passed.
In both of these instances, the frustra on of dealing with drawn-out deadlines comes to the fore. One of the organiza onal aspects I hold most important is communica on, but the pace of communica on in American
Mensa has lagged behind most of the rest of the world. We s ll have rules
which state that oﬃcial business should be provided in local group newsle ers, but not only does this get informa on to you a er you could make
any use of it, in some chapters it lags even longer, as they move (or have
already moved) to bi-monthly or even quarterly publica on.
The most prac cal way around this, although it runs the risk of disenfranchising some of our longest-term members, is to rely on social media to get
informa on out in a more mely manner. Our Region has a Facebook group
(h ps://www.facebook.com/groups/MensaRegion10/) which as of this
wri ng has 125 members, though I think part of that is because most people don’t know it’s there. There is also a Regional email list (to subscribe
visit h p://lists.us.mensa.org/mailman/lis nfo/region10, though email is
being used much less frequently due to the immediacy of other social networking structures.
I will s ll provide reports via this column, but I strongly recommend that
anyone interested in keeping up with the most recent news and events
around the Region use one of the two resources men oned above. This will
help to facilitate interac ve discussion, which is in many ways preferable to
the one-way communica on that happens through this monthly report,
14
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All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publica on. Please allow extra me for mailed submissions, which may be typed or legibly
handwri en. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e‐mail. They may be in e‐mail text or any
of most word processing formats. All submissions should be sent to the Editor, whose contact
informa on appears on Page 2.

Message #1 From New SCAM LocSec

Robert K Roth, LocSec

S

CAM's ExComm organization chart sustained two serious losses this year: LocSec Joe Janson was

lost for the best of all reasons, in my opinion, the expansion of his business successes, and SCAM
Editor Dennis Logan was lost to the press of personal and professional responsibilities. We hope that
they may return to active participation in SCAM in the future. Both are sorely missed at this time.
I am 73 years of age, so not exactly a youth movement in process, and certainly not a long term
solution to SCAM leadership going forward. My goals as SCAM LocSec are simple: to engage with the
membership and encourage some of our talented members to step up and take a turn on ExComm or
a volunteer position as soon as possible. Up until last year, I was content to wear the label "Mensan"
proudly, pay my dues, but take no part in keeping the organization's administrative wheels well oiled.
That is a prescription for loss of participation, and burnout of those few who do participate. Let's
change that, you and I. Please call me with your thoughts and hopes for SCAM. I plan to contact you
personally if you don't call me, because I believe it is that important for your local Mensa chapter to
relate with its members.
On a second matter, we have some "housekeeping" to attend to. The proposed text of a SCAM Bylaw
amendment was recently approved by National, and now must be voted upon by SCAM membership.
The amended bylaws are contained herein, along with a ballot. Please respond.
On a third matter, I was going to be the SCAM Editor this coming year, but the bylaws prohibit the
LocSec and the SCAM editor from occupying the same skin. So, we need a new editor. Would you like
to step up and claim this position? (Wynn Rostek is graciously serving as a place holder until we do
find a replacement.)
Our next ExComm meeting is at Karen Freiberg's house on September 12th at 6 PM. Drop by and say
hello, or whatever else is on your mind. Meetings are generally over within the hour. I hope to meet
you there.
Rob

Next ExComm Meeting is September 12th at 6 pm,
at 876 Buxmont Court, Rockledge FL 32955
You are invited to attend. You might enjoy the
companionship of like-minded persons.

The SCAM sells classiﬁed ad space.

SCAM members, non-commercial, no
charge. Others: $50 full page; $25 half-page; $15 business card per month, we oﬀer discounts
for mul ple inser ons, and we can help with layout and design.

Subscrip ons:

SCAM members, included in dues; others, $10 for 12 issues.
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My experience at the 2017 Annual Gathering.

Karen Freiberg

T

T

Con nued

S

(Continued from page 14)

and I’m always interested in your feedback, which you can easily provide via
those fora.
In keeping with this, I’m adding my Facebook contact informa on below my
signature, so you can reach me there as well if you have ques ons or comments you would rather share privately.
Un l next month (or un l I see you online),
Thomas George Thomas

American Mensa held its 2017 Annual Gathering (AG) at the Diplomat resort in Hollywood Beach
Florida July 5 to July 9.
My husband (Doug Starke, your Calendar Coordinator) and I (your Assistant LocSec, Webmaster,
and SIGHT Coordinator) were among the SCAM members attending. The other SCAM attendees
of whom I am aware: Joanne Brown, Steve Burnham, and Charles Radley. I believe there to have
been something like 1600 total attendees.
Doug and I spent most of the week playing Samba (a form of Canasta, which itself is a form of
progressive Rummy) in the Games room with Mensa members from California, Florida, Illinois,
Washington state, and Texas. I also enjoyed competing in the Perquackey tournament, and
playing Scrabble Toby Berger from Michigan (whose husband Harley had contacted me – qua
SCAM’s SIGHT Coordinator – in June for information about things to do in Brevard). Doug and I
enjoyed the resort’s immense swimming pool, some of its ten restaurants, and only part of one
scheduled Mensa session (a “Carmina Burana” Sing Along that had trouble with its projection
equipment). We had intended to drop in on the Intimacy Quotient session, but found it canceled
(twice). Our plans to attend the Ballroom Dance lessons were superseded by an important Samba
game – what can I tell you? These things happen…
Between gaming, swimming and conversations, I immersed myself in reading Edmund Crispin’s
Gilded Fly murder mystery (and having to look up a couple of words per page – for example,
aposiopesis and apolaustic on one page). I thoroughly recommend AG attendance and the literary
works of 1940’s writer Crispin. And now you know one attendee’s perspective of one teeny tiny
corner of one AG.
4
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A Mensan in the family?

re you the Mensan in your family? Or, is your spouse,
child, parent or sibling the Mensan in your household?
Are two or more (maybe all) in your household Mensans? If
any of these apply, The SCAM is solici ng an ar cle from you.
All members of SCAM or family members are invited to respond. What are your impressions and experiences?

Space Coast Area Mensa
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Gifted Youth; What's Next?

Con nued.

(Continued from page 4)

me and may seem in mida ng. However, it does have an interes ng history
about the two men, their countries, the environment and mes they grew up
in, and the landscape of the world before WWI.
One of the interes ng anecdotes in the book discusses how Hardy, visi ng Ramanujan in the hospital for his frequent health issues, took a taxicab to the
building. Upon entering the hospital room, Hardy informed his Hindu colleague
of arriving in a taxicab with number ‘1729’. Hardy remarked he thought that
was a boring number and hoped it was not a bad omen. Ramanujan said, “No, it
was a very interes ng number. It was the smallest number expressed as the
sum of two cubes in two diﬀerent ways.” That is:
1729= 1 cubed plus 12 cubed = 9 cubed plus 10 cubed.
The generaliza on of this concept led to the study called the ‘taxicab numbers’:
The smallest numbers that can be expressed as the sum of two posi ve algebraic cubes in ‘n’ diﬀerent ways.
It is unfortunate that Ramanujan died so young (age 32, from complica ons of
TB and malnutri on). Many mathema cians wonder what other great discoveries these two great mathema cians could have developed if they had the
chance to work together for many years. India’s state of Tamil Nadu celebrate
his birthday of 22 December. The government of India produced a stamp to
honor Ramanujan and has a building to honor him. There are also mathema cal
compe ons that award money prizes to mathema cians (younger than 32
years of age) for work in the ﬁelds studied by Ramanujan.
Note: Ramanujan was discovered working as a Grade IV accoun ng clerk at
Madras Port Trust. Einstein was somewhat ‘discovered’ from his work while
employed as a patent clerk in Switzerland. I wonder how many brilliant men
and women, working as ‘clerks’ in small oﬃces, are wai ng to be discovered?

George Lebovitz

Thanks to those of you who provided me the “lost” list of possible future activities which you will
find below. In addition to what we had already suggested, I have added a second Go session; my
Go club friends were thrilled with you and your kids and would be delighted to host another
round of teaching and playing.
Of course, new ideas are also welcome.
So, now we need to come to some consensus on what we’d like to do and when we’d like to do it.
Chime in with your thoughts (preferably with a Reply All so everyone knows what is going on),
and we’ll see if we can set our sights on the next activity.
A return to the Fab Lab
Habitat for Humanity
Daily Bread
Team building activities
Off The Wall Trampoline Fun Center or On The Edge Rock Climbing Gym
Brevard Zoo Zipline
Brevard Zoo Behind the Scenes Tour
FIT Challenge Course
Escape The Room
Do an activity or experiment which is then presented to the group
Orlando Science Center
Bike Riding in Micco Park
Barrier Island Sanctuary Tour
A Visit to the Environmental Learning Center in Micco
A Visit to the Mr. Science show
Wonderworks in Orlando
A board game night
Collect junk to build a Rube Goldberg machine
Watch National Geographic’s Brain Games
Watch Grant Thompson, “The King of Random” videos
Orlando Maker Fair (Oct 21-22)
A second Go session

A

A Mensan in the Workplace?

re you the Mensan at work? Do you work with other Mensans...or...are you the only one? If the la er is true, do your
coworkers know you’re in Mensa? What about your boss? What are your
impressions and experiences at work? Do you have a leadership posi on?
Do you serve in any kind of “support” (formal or informal) role? Does your
status as a Mensan have a posi ve or nega ve impact on your work relaonships? Finally, if preparing a resume, would you include your Mensa
membership as an item (or would you state that you qualiﬁed to join
Mensa)? Why or why not? Let’s hear from you.
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ALPHABET III
ALPHABET III

The Roman or English alphabet is not the only one used in this world. In languages derived from
Latin, ie. French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and English et al, it is used with variations
depending on the nationality of the language. In order to keep a one-to-one correspondence
between the phenoms in the written forms of the language and the spoken language, each alphabet
has developed special symbols to represent a specific phenom found in that language. Certain
characters are not found if that symbol represents a phenom not found in that language. For
example, in Spanish “ ~ ” placed over “n” indicates the sound that we approximate as “ny” as in
“canyon”. Even in languages that are not derived from Latin, but use the Latin alphabet as their
way writing the language to represent their speech phonetically, usually retain a one-to-one
correspondence between their alphabet and their phonemes. Chinese is an example. In Pinyin, the
official Latin derived alphabet for spelling Chinese, the letter “x” is used to denote the phenom we
ascribe to “sh”. Turkish is an interesting example. When Turkish was first reduced to writing, it
originally had no written form, the Turks adopted the Arabic alphabet to represent their speech.
The Turks then used the Arabic alphabet because, as Muslims, the Koran, written in Arabic, was
most familiar to them. Turkish and Arabic are not related and any alphabet could have been used
to represent Turkish. This became apparent when Kemel Ataturk, in modernizing and
Westernizing Turkey, changed the writing of Turkish from the Arabic alphabet to the Latin
alphabet, although with some minor emendations. A reader of English can read Turkish although
he may not understand what he is reading. A contemporary Turk cannot read older documents
rendered in Arabic script because he is not taught to read the Arabic alphabet. He must resort to
trained translators if he wants to read older documents such as wills, property or tax records, or
family diaries and letters.
Japanese is another special case. Japanese can be written in any one of four writing forms; kanji,
some 10,000 characters derived from the Chinese, two syllabaric forms, hiragana and katakana,
and Roman characters. Hiragana and katakana each have about 50 characters. Although Japanese
texts can be written in hiragana or katakana, that is not usually done. Hiragana is normally used to
augment the kanji characters in which Japanese is normally written or to explain the meaning of a
kanji character. Kanji cannot fully represent the Japanese language which is not related to the
Chinese language. Katakana is used to express foreign and technical words in Japanese. Roman
characters are used particularly for use in computers which can’t handle kanji.
The spoken Hawaiian language has fewer phonemes than most of the other languages, so
representing them in Roman graphemes requires only sixteen characters. Italian uses twenty-two
and Russian thirty-three to represent all the phonemes in those languages. The Arabic language
has twenty-eight letters, but most of them have three forms in addition of being written from left
to right. Each when written at the beginning of a word, the middle, and the end.

LGBT II

Con nued.

(Continued from page 5)

goats, sheep, and other farm animals. Urban children also saw horses and
mules used for haulage and riding daily. Even today, dogs are not uncommon. In the olden days, outhouses were not always one-holers. Two and threeholers were not uncommon to be used by more than one person at a me. Students can go to museums to view Michelangelo’s David and other statuary in all
their glorious nudity. Or they can go to their church and see pain ngs of Madonna and Child, where the child Jesus is depicted to display His masculinity. Every woman who has engaged in sex knows about male anatomy. Every
mother who has had a male child is exceeding familiar with male anatomy.
So, what is this obsession about LBGT’s in
public toilets? It is a maneuver to give
LBGT’s more poli cal power, not to allay
someone’s sensibili es. Un l we have unisex public toilets, let the LBGT’s use whatever public toilet that they want. If they use
the urinals in men’s toilet, no one will see
what they have not already seen. If they use
the stalls in either the men’s or women’s
toilets, no one will see anything.
In addi on, unisex toilets could provide extra
protec on against abusers who would prey
on children in public toilets. What poten al
abuser would act while an adult male or female is standing guard in the toilet or feel
Madonna and Child
secure in his predilec ons knowing that a
male protector may be in one of the stalls.

What all languages, except English, have in common is a one-to-one correspondence between their
phonemes and their graphones. Only in English do we use one letter or combination of letters to
represent one sound, or represent several sounds by the use of one letter. For example, “defer” and
“demand”. In the case of “defer”, the sound that the letter “e” represents has two different sounds
in “defer”. “e” is not pronounced in many words where it is the ending letter, such as ‘ride“, but
does change the pronunciation of the preceding vowel.. “Ride” becomes “rid” without the final “e”.
Consonants are not immune from this mess. Note "school", "schism", and "schist". But the "k"
sound can be represented by "ch" as in school" or by "k" as in "skin", or by "q" as in 'queen".
The whole of English writing is so full of exceptions to the normal spelling rules that one may say
English has no rules, only exceptions.
6
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Free Mail! Free Money!

Membership Notes for June 2016
W

SCAM

Diane Roselli

W

B

!

Savannah Olivas

J
2nd
3rd
7th
17th
17th
17th
17th
20th
24th
24th

B

G

Bill Emmons
Stacy Strickland
Margaret Bartle
Jane Williams
Arthur Belefant
Charles Radley
Ellen Rogers
Thomas Moor
Sam Kirschten
Christopher Moss

The “Fine Print” for Calendar Events:
Membership in American Mensa, Ltd. makes you eligible to attend SCAM social
functions. Escorted and invited guests of a member or host are welcome. Adult
family members of Mensans are encouraged to participate in SCAM activities, as
are well behaved children. However, attendance at any social function in a
private home is subject to the hospitality of the host. Compliance with published
house rules is required, and “Kitty” payment is not optional. As a courtesy,
notify the host if you plan to attend. Announced hosts should attend their events
or arrange for a stand-in if unable. When reservations are required, you may not
be able to participate if you fail to call.
S-Smoking; NS- No Smoking; SS-Separate Smoking Area; P-Pets in the home;
NP-No Pets present; BYO_-Bring Your Own: _Snacks, _Drinks, _Everything.
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Robert K Roth (written pre-locsec)

I look forward to receiving in the mail and reading each issue of SCAM. I read it as hard
copy, and rarely do so on the website. I spend so much time on the web that it just seems like
an actual diversion to read something in hard copy. But, that is the problem. In fact, I and others
like me are the problem.
Let me “set the table.”
A. Space Coast Area Mensa is a relatively small group, not only as a percentage of the population by
design, but actually in numbers; 200 or so souls.
B. Commercial printing and mailing of an item such as SCAM depends on “economies of scale” to
be cost efficient. The more copies you print, the cheaper it becomes on a per copy basis. Conversely,
as membership declines, costs per copy rapidly escalate.
C. SCAM income is reasonably fixed. Some members pay annually, or for a couple years at a time,
and others, such as me, have life memberships and the local branch receives a stipend from the
national office for its life member share of the population. Fundraising activities at Space Coast
Area Mensa have been nonexistent for a few years now.
D. The bylaws and dues structure include a subscription to SCAM with your
paid membership.
E. As of the latest submission by the Treasurer as to current account balance, and an estimation of
outstanding obligations to the Circulation Chair for the unreimbursed costs of recent past issues, it
might be reasonable to assume that the net current account balance is close to $0, other than a
small reserve account balance of about $900. Since production/mailing costs will continue at least
at current levels, there is no reason to assume that the estimated current balance will increase in the
foreseeable future, unless circumstances change. So, the problem is that the cost of printing and
distributing the monthly publication consumes virtually all available funds, which leaves almost no
money for other activities in which Space Coast Area Mensa might like to engage. What
circumstances and what changes might occur to change this financial condition?
We could:
A. Continue publishing the SCAM publication on the website, but cancel mail distribution.
B. Continue publishing the SCAM publication on the website, and distribute it by mail to those
members who support its cost with an additional subscription fee.
C. Continue publishing the SCAM publication on the website, and distribute it to all members at
no additional cost, by immediate fundraising efforts to increase the income needed to sustain the
production and mailing costs.
D. Come up with an idea other than the above from the individual or collective minds of the
membership.
Based on the facts known to me at this time, my vote would be for option B. At the same time, I
would hope that a few amazing ideas might be forthcoming in response to this letter that might be
discussed at the September or October ExComm meetings.
So? What do you think? What is your bet suggestion for keeping SCAM publication alive and
keeping Space Coast Area Mensa finances in the positive?

Our Regular Events:






C.A.B.A.G.E.: Currently dormant.
GO!: Books-A-Million, The Avenue, Viera. Every Saturday at 1pm.

Hosted by the Space Coast Area GO Associa on. Contact George Lebovitz for more info: the.rokkitsci@rocketmail.com.
Space Coast Area Mensa
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Mon
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11
18
25

10
17
24

27

20

13

FIRST FRIDAY AT HOOTERS SIG

6:00 PM

MONTHLY MENSA GET-TOGETHER

5:45 PM

S.N.O.R.T.

ATTENTION SCAM MEMBERS!

Every eﬀort is made to bring to you an accurate up-to-date Calendar of
Events. However, last minute changes can and do occur past newsle er
deadline. For up-to-date info, visit spacecoast.us.mensa.org and click on
“Calendar”.

Calendar Updates

Join us for some Japanese cuisine at The SCAM’s best a ended event at
our new venue, Hioki’s, 3200 NE Dixie Hwy. (US 1) in Palm Bay. It is
about 2 miles south of US 192. Contact: George, 474‐4075 for details.

25th - Saturday

Featured speaker this month to be announced. Please check our online
Calendar for updates. Red Ginger Restaurant at Melbourne Square
Mall. Hosted by: Joe Janson, 338‐5833.

11th - Saturday

GO!

30

29
30
28

M

T
June 18 at Central Brevard Library, 308 Forrest Ave.,
Cocoa. Please arrive by 9:45 am, as tes ng begins at
10 am. $40 fee and photo ID required. Reserva ons
encouraged but not required. Candidates must be age
14 or older. Next month’s test will be held July 16.
Contact: Hank Rhodes, mensatest@cﬂ.rr.com.

M

Tuesday, June 7 at 6:00 pm. This is our monthly business mee ng. See back page for loca on.

E C

S.N.O.R.T.

25

GO!

16

11

22

15

8

2

3

GO!

Sat

Fri

21

14

7

Thu

SCAM Calendar of Events for June 2016

26

19

ExComm Mtg

14

5

Come join us for drinks, open discussion and food (la er two op onal) at
the Melbourne Hooter’s, 877 S. Babcock Street. Hosted by: Dennis Lo‐
gan, 501‐7547.

3rd - Friday 5:30 PM

4

3

6

Wed

For MENSA Testing Dates email mensatest@cfl.rr.com

Sun

September 2017
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28

21

14
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Tue

29

22

15

FIRST FRIDAY AT HOOTERS SIG

MONTHLY MENSA GET-TOGETHER

5:45 PM

S.N.O.R.T.

ATTENTION SCAM MEMBERS!

Every eﬀort is made to bring to you an accurate up-to-date Calendar of
Events. However, last minute changes can and do occur past newsle er
deadline. For up-to-date info, visit spacecoast.us.mensa.org and click on
“Calendar”.

Calendar Updates

Join us for some Japanese cuisine at The SCAM’s best a ended event at
our new venue, Hioki’s, 3200 NE Dixie Hwy. (US 1) in Palm Bay. It is
about 2 miles south of US 192. Contact: George, 474‐4075 for details.

30th - Saturday

Featured speaker this month to be announced. Please check our online
Calendar for updates. Red Ginger Restaurant at Melbourne Square
Mall. Hosted by: Temporarily suspended. See S.N.O.R.T. below.

6:00 PM

Come join us for drinks, open discussion and food (la er two op onal)
at the Melbourne Hooter’s, 877 S. Babcock Street. Hosted by: Needs
new host. Your name here?
9th - Saturday

30

VOTE
COUNT!

23

16

9

2

1
8

Thu

Wed

M

24

17

10

3

Fri

25

GO!

18

11

GO!

4

Sat

T
September (TBD) Email
mensatest@cfl.rr.com for date.
at Central Brevard Library, 308 Forrest Ave., Cocoa.
Please arrive by 9:45 am, as tes ng begins at 10 am.
$40 fee and photo ID required. Reserva ons
encouraged but not required. Candidates must be
age 14 or older. Next month’s test will be held
October (TBD). Contact: Hank Rhodes,
mensatest@cﬂ.rr.com.

M

Tuesday, September 12th at 6:00 pm. This is our
monthly busi-ness mee ng. 876 Buxmont Ct.,
Rockledge FL 32955
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C.A.B.A.G.E.
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1st - Friday 5:45 PM
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Membership Notes for September 2017
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SCAM
Ellnor Clinton
Spencer Everly
William Marold
William Santos
Dimitri Sizinski
Merri Stowe
Prema Subramanlan
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Joe Janson, LocSec

ext month is the elec on of your ExComm. At present, only four

people have expressed an interest in being on the ballot. If you are interested in being on the ExComm during the next year beginning in July, please
no fy me or any board member and we will write you in. Chances are very
likely you will be elected.
We really need more par cipa on from the membership. We have a lot of
exci ng new things happening. According to Hank Rhodes, our appearance at
the recent Nerd Fest produced at least one tes ng candidate. Addi onally,
George Lebovitz is ac vely pursuing the crea on of a Gi ed Children Program
and is organizing a Space Coast Area Mensa (SCAM) Gi ed Children
Meetup. Also, we’re always looking for new speakers for our Mensa Gettogethers, so if you have any ideas about good speakers, please let me or any
board member know. We’d really appreciate any thoughts you may have.

!

August & September B

T

G

James Kenneth Vanaman, August 2nd

Wade Hollowell September 1st

Michael Lawley August 5th

George Patterson September 2nd

Richard Raminath August 6th

Leah Simpson September 7th

Christie Everette August 8th

R Kent Buchanan September 10th

Cypryan Klish August 11th

Janet Mueck September 12th

Ronald Gaynor August 13th

Dr Jacqueline Evans Jacobs Sept 12th

Emmalyn Smith August 13th

Laura Melnik September 14th

William Lamoureaux August15th

Michael Fuller September 17th

Shirley Thomas Jones August 22nd

Harry Welsh Martin Jr September 27th

Chantay Marbell August 24th

Charles Satchwill September 28th

During the next year, I’d like to try to quan fy the beneﬁts of your local membership. Everyone on the ExComm would like to make our local group be er
and more ac ve. But we need to hear from the membership to know what
you’d like your local group to provide. I encourage all members to sit in on an
ExComm mee ng and help us build a strong and ac ve Mensa program here on
the Space Coast. The next ExComm mee ng will be held on June 7th at the
home of Karen Freiberg (address in the front of this publica on). I hope to see
you there!

Mark Nowak August 28th

The “Fine Print” for Calendar Events:
Membership in American Mensa, Ltd. makes you eligible to attend SCAM social
functions. Escorted and invited guests of a member or host are welcome. Adult
family members of Mensans are encouraged to participate in SCAM activities, as
are well behaved children. However, attendance at any social function in a
private home is subject to the hospitality of the host. Compliance with published
house rules is required, and “Kitty” payment is not optional. As a courtesy,
notify the host if you plan to attend. Announced hosts should attend their events
or arrange for a stand-in if unable. When reservations are required, you may not
be able to participate if you fail to call.
S-Smoking; NS- No Smoking; SS-Separate Smoking Area; P-Pets in the home;
NP-No Pets present; BYO_-Bring Your Own: _Snacks, _Drinks, _Everything.
10
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Our Regular Events:


C.A.B.A.G.E.: Food Court at the Merri Square Mall. Every Monday



GO!: Books-A-Million, The Avenue, Viera. Every Saturday at 1pm.

at 6pm. Host: Karen Freiberg, 633‐1636.
Hosted by the Space Coast Area GO Associa on. Contact George Lebovitz for more info: the.rokkitsci@rocketmail.com.
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7

G

A

B

George Lebovitz

Another Genius Idea...

s a community of intelligent people, we members of SCAM should really

be doing more than having an occasional social event and conduc ng
monthly business mee ngs. We have an obliga on to try to use our abili es to
beneﬁt other people.
And what be er way to do that than to oﬀer our knowledge and talents in support of furthering the educa on of students in Brevard County?
As the Director of SCAM's Gi ed Student Program, I am trying to establish a
program which would provide resources to both the Brevard County Schools
and to individual gi ed youngsters who need more than the school system can
provide for them.

AVOCADO BROWNIES
Ingredients
1 medium ripe, mashed avocado
1 large egg, lightly beaten
1/4 cup coconut oil
1/2 cup pure maple syrup
1 tsp pure vanilla extract
3/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
1/2 tsp sea salt
1/4 cup coconut flour
1/3 cup dark chocolate chips

I have recently been in contact with the Brevard County Schools Gi ed Student
Coordinator to discuss how SCAM may be of assistance with their programs and
we have tenta vely established two areas in which we might par cipate in the
next school year. The ﬁrst is working with K-12 teachers who have gi ed students in their classes, but do not have the me or resources to devote to individual learning for them. The second is par cipa ng as mentors in the AP Capstone Diploma Program, an innova ve program that allows students to engage
in the rigorous development of skills cri cal for success in college inquiry, research, collabora on, and wri ng. It allows students to design, plan, and conduct yearlong mentored inves ga on on a topic of their choosing.

Preheat to 375 degrees.

Both of these ini a ves obviously need YOU! Neither would require great
amounts of me, only your exper se and your willingness to contribute to the
be erment of children in Brevard County.

Add second bowl to first.

If you think you might be able to par cipate in helping Brevard County students,
please contact me (my contact informa on is located inside the front cover of
each issue of the SCAM).
SCAM needs to be more than just a social pla orm for high IQ people.

Mix together avocado, coconut oil, egg, maple syrup, and vanilla
extract.
Separately, combine cocoa powder, salt and coconut flour.

Add chocolate chips and mix.
Pour batter into baking pan (8" X 8") that has been lightly coated
with cooking spray.
Back for 30 to 35 minutes.
Let cool for one hour prior to cutting into squares.
Return to top, if they disappear before the family smells them.

6

Space Coast Area Mensa

Space Coast Area Mensa

11

The Tenth Story

Thomas George Thomas, RVC10

August 2017 The response from the Annual Gathering in Hollywood earlier this month has been
overwhelmingly positive, and I was stunned by the number of people who attended the Region 10
Meet and Greet. At the last few gatherings, our M&Gs have run from 5 to 8 members, but this time we
lost count after 60, with people standing outside the doors of the room. Thanks to everyone who came,
and I’m sorry we didn’t have room for everyone, but I did suggest to the organizers for the
Indianapolis AG next year than they consider a larger room for their local members.
The AMC (American Mensa Committee) met on July 6, and the motion I put forth allowing for a
temporary replacement for RVC vacancies passed by acclamation. This allows the administrative tasks
of a region to continue without disruption and without burdening the remaining RVCs, as was the
case with the previous ASIE (Action Still In Effect), but it doesn’t allow for the substitute to have a vote
on the AMC. This can only be corrected through a bylaw change, and this cannot happen until the
2019 election cycle. The Bylaws Committee will be working on a referendum to address this.
Another motion that passed by acclamation allows for the RVC to appoint assistants without
seeking approval from the full AMC. This gives more flexibility to the RVC for each Region, as well as
making it more efficient for the RVC to make use of volunteers as they become available. As I
mentioned in last month’s column, there are some opportunities arising, including openings for
Regional Scholarship Chair and Regional Social Media Coordinator among others. By next month I
hope to have the full list of open positions defined, and will request that they be posted to the Region
10 website as well as the Mensa Region 10 Facebook group.
The new Appointed Officers for the AMC were named at the AMC meeting, and in keeping with
the turnover for elected officers that I noted last month, they are new officers with good credentials.
While Mensa Foundation President Marie Mayer will be continuing as the Director of Science and
Education, the three new appointees are Tommy Ryan as Communications Officer, Alexis Wise as
Marketing Officer (formerly Development Officer), and Henri Buccine-Schraeder as Membership
Officer. I look forward to working with them and with the rest of the new AMC. (For perspective on
how new this AMC is, the only remaining members from four years ago are incoming AMC Chair
LaRae Bakerink, (who was 2nd Vice Chair four years ago), RVC 6 Baker Ring, and myself.)
By next month I should have the full list of awards winners from our Region who were recognized
at the AG, and I will pass that information along here. But in the meantime I want to make special
note that Central Florida Mensa’s “Tragic Kingdom” CultureQuest team won first place for the fourth
year in a row – congratulations!

The Gourmet’s Guide

© 2016 Art Belefant

LGBT II

In last month’s SCAM I proposed a solu on to the brouhaha about the use of
public toilets by LBGT’s. In the various media, it is noted that California and
North Carolina have ins tuted laws restric ng public toilets to use by people
whose gender corresponds to that shown on their birth cer ﬁcates. Other jurisdic ons have also ins tuted similar laws.
My sugges on was to create unisex toilets, thus no
one would be excluded from using a public toilet,
nor would there be a requirement for guards at public toilets to check birth cer ﬁcates and other ID’s.
In my proposal, I showed how exis ng male and
female public toilets could inexpensively be converted to unisex toilets.
The main argument against the use of public toilets
by LBGT’s is; would you like your wife or daughter to
use a toilet that would also be used by an
LBGT? What would she see that she already has not
seen? I have no ced in several main line movies
scenes taken in public toilets where men are standing at urinals. That scene seems to be a required
element in cops-and-robbers pictures. I have also
seen a movie in which a man is shown si ng on a
commode.
In the days before the inven on of the automobile,
David
when the majority of people lived on farms, every
child grew up knowing that all male mammals have penises. They saw horses,
(Continued on page 11)

Until next month (or until I see you online).

A

A Mensan in the Workplace?

re you the Mensan at work? Do you work with other Mensans...or...are you the only one? If the la er is true, do your
coworkers know you’re in Mensa? What about your boss? What are your
impressions and experiences at work? Do you have a leadership posi on?
Do you serve in any kind of “support” (formal or informal) role? Does your
status as a Mensan have a posi ve or nega ve impact on your work relaonships? Finally, if preparing a resume, would you include your Mensa
membership as an item (or would you state that you qualiﬁed to join
Mensa)? Why or why not? Let’s hear from you.
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Stacy Strickland

MENSA RVC 10 & New SCAM LocSec

“I’m so red… I was up all night trying to round oﬀ inﬁnity”‐Steven Wright

I

just ﬁnished a book tled, “The Man Who Knew Inﬁnity” by Robert Kanigel. It is a biography of the incredible mathema cal prodigy Srinavasa (his
father’s name) Ramanujan (his given name) Iyengar (name of his branch of
Brahmin caste). It also explores the life of his friend and collaborator, Godfrey
H. Hardy (who had said his greatest discovery in mathema cs was Ramanujan).

RVC 10 Thomas George Thomas

They have made a movie that roughly follows the book. The Hindu genius is
Dev Patel (of Slumdog Millionaire fame) and Jeremey Irons is mathema cian
Hardy. Unfortunately, it has not been released locally. What a missed opportunity for those of Fla Tech and of the high tech employees of the county to
learn about an incredible mathema cian. One whose work in abstract analysis
and number theory has resulted in some of the technology we enjoy today.
Ramanujan who had been born in Madras, was a poorly educated, self-taught,
but excep onally bright young Hindu with a boring clerk job. He ﬁnally gained
recogni on from the leading Bri sh mathema cian of the 1900s (Hardy at Cambridge University) when he sent some samples of his work and an introductory
le er explaining his situa on. Hardy, upon reviewing the numerous ﬁndings
that Ramanujan sent from his notebooks, knew a genius when he saw one.
A er much behind the scenes work and eﬀort with other suppor ve Bri sh and
Indian contacts, Ramanujan managed to arrive at Trinity College Cambridge in
1913, at the age of 25.
There could be no two mathema cians with such diﬀerent approach to their
work. Hardy was called the “Apostle of Proof”. He only believed that only by
rigorous mathema cal analysis and development of mathema cal proof could
mathema cs be truly discovered. Ramanujan was the “Prince of Intui on”, and
arrived at his mathema cal discoveries more by leaps of intui on and sudden
inspira on. A devout Hindu, he claimed many of his discoveries in abstract
mathema cs were the result of dreams provided to him by the family goddess,
Mahalakshmi of Namakkal. She would reveal scrolls of complex mathema cal
content that would unfold before his eyes and he would work feverishly during
the day and night to write them down.
Whatever their respec ve beliefs, these two diﬀerent style mathema cians in
their ﬁve years of working together developed some of the most breathtaking
ﬁndings in the ﬁeld of analysis and number theory. Fortunately the book does
not go into a lot of detail on their mathema cal work (that would probably
make the lay reader fall asleep and reduce the reading audience). But the author does give enough descrip on of their work to make you appreciate what
they accomplished. The book, at over 370 pages, can be demanding of your

SCAM LocSec Robert K Roth

A

A Mensan in the family?

re you the Mensan in your family? Or, is your spouse,
child, parent or sibling the Mensan in your household?
Are two or more (maybe all) in your household Mensans? If
any of these apply, The SCAM is solici ng an ar cle from you.
All members of SCAM or family members are invited to respond. What are your impressions and experiences?

(Continued on page 12)
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Thomas George Thomas, RVC‐10
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The

June, 2016

September 2017
The Mensa elections are over, and I will be continuing as RVC 10 for the
next two years. Thank you for your support, and thanks to Mel Dahl for
keeping me on my toes.
This will be another interesting cycle at the National level, and I have high hopes for this new
AMC. And I do mean new. Only three of the elected officers (including myself) will be
continuing in our previous roles, with seven new RVCs and one new Executive Committee
member. The other four ExComm members are moving over from other positions, but none are
continuing in their old roles. Congratulations to Lori Norris (First Vice Chair) and Billie Lee
(Second Vice Chair) on their elections, and to LaRae Bakerink (Chair), Lisa Maxwell (Secretary),
and Deb Stone (Treasurer) for their new roles.
On the international front, former AMC Chair Dan Berg was elected Director of
Adminstration, and former AMC Treasurer Nick Sanford was elected Mensa International
Treasurer. Congratulations to them and to Bibiana Balanyi from Hungary for her election as
International Chair and Rudi Challupner from Austria for his election as Director of
Development.
In other news, the Mensa Foundation had increased their Local Group scholarships to $600
each, and established that all new scholarships will have a minimum level of $600 to coincide
with those. They’ve estimated that an investment of $30,000 would be required to sustain a $600
endowed scholarship. There will be a presentation to the RVCs during the Hollywood AG about
how we can support participation in the Scholarship program, including clarification of the local
group role (a local group is not required to fund a scholarship themselves in order to
participate).

All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding
publica on. Please allow extra me for mailed submissions, which may be typed or
legibly handwri en. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via e‐mail. They may be
in e‐mail text or any of most word processing formats. All submissions should be sent to
the Editor, whose contact informa on appears on Page 2.

Inside the Pocket Protector

Mike Moakley, Editor

W

ell, it is already June 1st, and I am s ll pu ng the ﬁnishing
touches on this issue. Needless to say, it will be late by the
me you receive it.

The most important topic to cover is the upcoming ExComm elecon. Enclosed with this issue is the ballot with only 4 candidates running for ﬁve ExComm posi ons. This means the ExComm will need
another member. Could that person be YOU?
The Vote Count has been scheduled for June 30th, the details were
not available in me to put together the Calendar, so here they are:

While on the topic of Scholarships, I would like to honor Laura Peralta of Broward Mensa for
her service as Scholarship Chair at the Local and Regional levels for the past 25 years. She is
stepping down from the position, and we will be looking for another to serve as Regional
Scholarship Chair, though of course no one can replace her. Thank you, Laura.

When: Thursday, June 30th at 6:30pm. (Ballots must be in by
5:30pm).

As I begin this next term, I will be looking for more people to serve in Regional and National
roles, as well as helping local groups to develop goals for the next year. These goals do not need
to be ambitious, but I do think it’s important that each group have a sense of accomplishment,
which setting a measurable goal will help to achieve.

Although my info does not specify, there will be plenty of socializing
as well.

As always, I recommend that you become involved in your own local groups, either by serving
as a volunteer, attending events, or participating in local social media. All but one local group in
Florida has a Facebook group, and if you’re shy, getting to know people online can lead to a little
bit more comfortable experience the first time you attend an event in person.

Where: Wynn Rostek’s home at 3456 Willis Drive, Titusville FL 32796.

So, you are encouraged to perform your civic duty and have fun in
the process. Who can ask for be er than that?

Our Region has a Facebook group (h ps://www.facebook.com/groups/
MensaRegion10/) which as of this wri ng has 125 members, though I think part of
that is because most peo-ple don’t know it’s there. There is also a Regional email list
(to subscribe visit h p://lists.us.mensa.org/mailman/lis nfo/region10, though email
is being used much less frequently due to the immediacy of other social net-working
structures.
I will s ll provide reports via this column, but I strongly recommend that anyone interested in
keeping up with the most recent news and events around the Region use one of the two
resources men oned above. This will help to facilitate interac ve discussion, which is in many
ways preferable to the one-way communica on that happens through this monthly report.

The SCAM sells classiﬁed ad space.

SCAM members, non-commercial, no
charge. Others: $20 full page; $10 half-page; $5 quarter-page per month, we oﬀer
discounts for mul ple inser ons, and we can help with layout and design.

Subscrip ons: SCAM members, included in dues; others, $10 for 12 issues.
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SPACE COAST AREA MENSA
Website: www.spacecoast.us.mensa.org
(All Area Codes are 321 except as noted)

The Last Minute

George Lebovitz, RecSec

Minutes of the May 2017 ExComm Mee ng

Executive Committee

Recording Secretary
GEORGE LEBOVITZ
1649 PGA Blvd., Melbourne, FL 32935
recsecretary@scam.us.mensa.org

The ExComm met at the home of Karen Freiberg at 876 Buxmont Ct., Rockledge
FL 32955, on Tuesday, May 9, 2017. Meeting called to order by LocSec Joe
Janson at 6:03 pm.

Local Secretary
JOE JANSON
4048 Judith Ave., Merritt Island, FL 32953
Phone: 338-5833

Member-At-Large
KAREN FREIBERG
876 Buxmont Ct., Rockledge, FL 32955
633-1636 member@scam.us.mensa.org

Members Present: Joe Janson, Karen Frieberg, Aron Travis, George Lebovitz,
and Robert K Roth (non-voting Chair of Publicity)
Guests: None.

Assistant Local Secretary
Open

Treasurer
DENNIS LOGAN
285 Tangelo St., Satellite Beach, FL 32937
501-7547 treasurer@scam.us.mensa.org

Officer/Committee Reports (details may be found in footnotes)
Treasurer's Report was unavailable at this time.
Testing: Testing Coordinator Hank Rhodes reported April testing by
email.

locsec@scam.us.mensa.org

RG Committee Chair
G
L

The minutes of the April meeting were approved as distributed to the ExComm
(there having been no SCAM newsletter published since December 2016).

Proctor Coordinator
H
R

SCAM Bylaws Committee
W
R

MensaTest@cfl.rr.com

wynn.rostek56@gmail.com

Membership
G
P

Publicity Committee Chair
G
P

Old Business:
Since Wynn is ill, George L., volunteered to take over the modification of the
proposed Bylaws. Joe will send George the current version and the required
changes for incorporation and resubmission.
The election ballot needs to be published in the SCAM newsletter.

S.I.G.H.T.
K
F

Mediator
M
M

SCAM Appointees

Membership@scam.us.mensa.org

membership@scam.us.mensa.org

Sight@scam.us.mensa.org

The SCAM
Editorial Staff

editor@scam.us.mensa.org

Editor
M

M

808 Wisteria Dr., Melbourne, FL 474-4075
32901

editor@scam.us.mensa.org
Webmaster
K
F
633-1636

webmaster@scam.us.mensa.org

American
Mensa
Ltd.
2

Assembly/Circulation
G
P

T
G
T
,
RVC10
37647 Sky Lake Cir.
Wesley Chapel, FL 335447646 (813) 994-3981

Calendar
D
S
633-1636

doug@starke.com

AMERICAN MENSA, LTD.
1229 Corporate Drive West
Arlington, TX 76006-6103
(817) 607-0060

New Business:
Scam newsletter will need a new editor. Dennis is unable to allot sufficient time
to fulfill the requirements of the position. Robert Roth volunteered for the
position and was unanimously accepted.
There needs to be an audit performed after the elections and it was proposed to
combine the ballot count with the audit as well as conducting the next meeting
(see below).
CABBAGE has been canceled.
The next meeting was set for May 17, after the 6:30 ballot count, followed by the
audit, in the home of Wynn Rostek at 3456 Willis Dr., Titusville FL 32796
The meeting was adjourned at 6:38 pm.

____________________________________________
1 Contacted one candidate for the first time, 2 candidates for the second and third time; tested none.
Next test session May 20, 2017 at the Central Brevard Library in Cocoa. Prospective candidates
should contact us at mensatest@cfl.rr.com

AmericanMensa@mensa.org

RVC10@us.mensa.org
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