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From Your LocSec
January provided us all the
opportunity to participate in
the Central Florida Mensa
Regional Gathering. I saw
Thomas Thomas of course
and even met Ann Carter
finally. Did anyone else
attend?
There were no volunteers to
be on the nomination committee so I will ask Thomas
Thomas what we do when
nobody wants to volunteer to
do the things we need to do.
I’m sure there is a bylaw
somewhere that will provide
the critical guidance necessary. If not, I suppose we
push on until American Mensa deletes our chapter. Let’s
try to get a few good events
under our belts before that
happens.
Speaking of events, I will be
hosting an event on birding
at the Viera Wetlands. Experienced and inexperienced birders are welcome
along with family members.

Inside this issue:
The route is closed to vehicular traffic now and may never reopen. We are allowed
to walk through it and the
route I’ve selected is right at
1.5 miles. It will be more of
a stroll really so nothing too
taxing. Binoculars are very
helpful but not a total necessity as many birds in this
area will be pretty close to
us. Cameras are welcome
and if you are new to photography, you can always
ask me for help. I discourage bringing scopes because
you will wish you had left it
at home before the halfway
point because they are too
heavy to lug around for any
distance. I could tell you a
story about that.
I may plan a geocaching
event at Wickham Park for
March. Most of the caches
there now are new and I’ve
yet to log them.

the newsletter and plan an
event or two. It will not take
long to exhaust the list of
topics I am knowledgeable
on and which I think my
readers would be interested
in. I would think by September’s issue, I will have run out
of things to talk about.
When that happens, my inputs will become pretty random and potentially incoherent. Let’s protect us all from
that by contributing an interesting story or an article of
interest.
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As of the writing of this sentence, 98 members still want
hard copies of our newsletter. That will cost us about
$300 out of our funds this
month. The more members
that switch to electronic, the
more money we save.

Jim Fitzgerald

We really need some folks
to contribute something to

RVC10—Thomas G. Thomas
Now that January is behind us, it’s time to start looking at some upcoming events that I hope your Local Groups are working on.
First, CultureQuest® registrations open on February 1 and run through March 31. This year CultureQuest® will be held on
Sunday, April 24. It is considered a trivia contest by many, but the questions are usually more grounded in cultural literacy, based on the 1987 book by E.D. Hirsch, Jr. The idea is that our culture has certain common knowledge that everyone
knows, even if they aren’t familiar with the original source material – for instance, almost everyone knows what is meant
when someone is referred to as “Sherlock”, whether or not they’ve read any of the Arthur Conan Doyle stories.
Each CultureQuest® team may have up to five members and two alternates, but are not required to have that many (there
have been years when a single individual participated as a “team” and scored in the money). All team members must be
members, and must have renewed their membership before March 31 or their team will be disqualified. A local group
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Scholarship Update
The 2021 scholarships applications are rolling in for the local and national awards. There are member
and non-member awards. The call for applicants was sent to all colleges and universities in our region,
and to the dual-enrollment office at the schoolboard. An applicant must be enrolled in a degree granting accredited college or university the academic year following their application. The applications are
open September 15 until January 15 every year and require an essay of not more than 550 words
explaining their career, academic and/or vocational goals, and how they plan to achieve those goals.
For more information, read the scholarship FAQ at the website: https://www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/us-scholarships/.
I want to give a big thank you to our local Judges for this year: Ann Carter, Jim Fitzgerald, and Hank Rhodes. They are judging
essays from students residing in Brevard and Indian River County to recommend one for a $600 local scholarship. We normally
receive about 30 essays in late January and have approximately 2 weeks to rate them using a clear scoring metric. It is nice to
read about our stellar local students and a pretty painless process overall if anyone is interested in volunteering to judge them
next year! There are also regional and national judging panels you can join.
Julie S. Costopoulos, Ph.D.
Space Coast Area Mensa Scholarship Chair

RVC10—Thomas G. Thomas
may have more than one team if they wish. The top 20 teams are recognized on the Awards page on the national website,
as well as sharing in monetary awards for their Local Group. More details can be found at https://www.us.mensa.org/
attend/culturequest

-

https://www.us.mensa.org/volunteer/
community-service/

–
Finally, Gifted Youth Coordinator of the Year nominations are due by February 20, and nominations for Mensa Foundation
Awards (Copper Black, Distinguished Teacher, and Intellectual Benefits to Society) are due by March 1. Information on all of these
can be found at https://www.us.mensa.org/recognize/group-awards/gy-coordinator-of-the-year and https://
www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/awards-and-recognition/
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Escape Rooms

By Jim Fitzgerald
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Escape Rooms

“THE MOST
EFFECTIVE
COMPONENT FOR

-

GOOD
COMMUNICATION
IS LISTENING.”

-
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Escape Rooms

“TRY TO FIND
FRIENDS WITH A
SKILL SET THAT
COMPLEMENTS
YOUR OWN.”

-

-
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Newsletter Submissions
To submit articles, events, SIGs, announcements, please email locsec@mensa.org
All submissions must be received by the Editor before the 10th of the month preceding publication. Whenever possible, we prefer submissions via email.
Editor contact information is listed above

-

Picture of the Month

Buggin’ Out

Photo by: Jim Fitzgerald
For the high resolution image, visit the Picture of the Month channel on our Discord server
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Contributed by Eileen L.

Fried Rice
This is a one-pot meal that is quick and easy to prepare. It is especially
useful for leftover meats.
Serves: 4-6

Preparation:
 Cook 2 cups rice, set aside, but keep it warm.
 Dice the following vegetables. (These are the basic veggies that we like but you can add any vegetable
to this)
· ¼ head cabbage
· 1 small green bell pepper
· 1 small onion

 Place the vegetables together in a bowl.
 Dice 1½ C cooked meat (using leftover meat is great!): ham, Spam (see directions below if
you are using Spam), steak, hot dogs, any meat you would like, & you can combine them
too.
 Place the meat(s) in a separate bowl from the veggies.

Cooking Directions:






Add 1 Tbs vegetable oil in a skillet on medium-high heat.
Add your Spam (if using). Cook until the Spam becomes crispy, about 5 minutes.
Add your mixed vegetables. Season with salt and pepper.
Stir together and cook until the vegetables are softened, but not mushy (don’t overcook).
If you are using leftover cooked meat(s), add the meat to the pan of cooked vegetables
and combine until everything comes together and is heated through.
 Turn off the heat. Thoroughly mix in the warm, cooked rice.
 Serve immediately.
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Officers and Appointees
Local Secretary
Assistant Local Secretary
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Area Coordinator
Indian River County
Testing Coordinator
Testing Proctor
Testing Proctor
Testing Proctor
Newsletter Editor
Circulation
Calendar Coordinator
Discord Administrator
Webmaster
Membership Chair
Scholarship Chair
S.I.G.H.T Coordinator
Social Media Chair
Regional Vice Chair (Area 10)

Jim Fitzgerald
George Rasley
Val Valek
Elizabeth Wilder
Bob Roth
Hank Rhodes
Julie Costopoulos
Harold (Bud) Long
Hank Rhodes
Jim Fitzgerald
Jim Fitzgerald
Jim Fitzgerald
Jim Fitzgerald
Karen Freiberg
Julie Costopoulos
Julie Costopoulos
Karen Freiberg
Jim Fitzgerald
Thomas G. Thomas

locsec@scam.us.mensa.org
asstlocsec@scam.us.mensa.org
treasurer@scam.us.mensa.org
recsecretary@scam.us.mensa.org
testing@scam.us.mensa.org

locsec@scam.us.mensa.org
locsec@scam.us.mensa.org
locsec@scam.us.mensa.org
locsec@scam.us.mensa.org
webmaster@scam.us.mensa.org
membership@scam.us.mensa.org
scholarship@scam.us.mensa.org
sight@scam.us.mensa.org
locsec@scam.us.mensa.org
RVC10@us.mensa.org

Vacant Positions (volunteers needed)
Assistant Scholarship Chair
SIG Chairman
RG Chairman

Gifted Youth Coordinator
Area Coordinator, Brevard County
Publicity

Mensa Links
SCAM Web Site
http://www.spacecoast.us.mensa.org/index.html

SCAM on Discord

https://discord.gg/s82uBqPTj4

American Mensa
https://www.us.mensa.org/

Mensa Connect

https://www.us.mensa.org/connect/mensa-connect/

Your Membership Profile
https://www.us.mensa.org/my-mensa/my-membership-profile/
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